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From Tueſday Jan. 23, to Saturday Fan. 27, 1710. 


MONGST other Severities I have met 
A with from ſome Criticks, the cruelleſt for 
an old Man is, that they will not let me 
be at quiet in my Bed, but purſue me to my 
very Dreams. I muſt not dream but when they 
pleaſe, nor upon long continued Subjects, however 
viſionary in their own Natures; becauſe there is a 
manifeſt Moral quite through them, which to produce 
as a Dream is improbable and unnatural. The Pain 
I might have had from this Objection is prevented, 
by — they have miſſed another, againſt 
which I ſhould have been at a loſs to defend myſelf, 
They might have aſked me, whether the Dreams I 


z N. B. The two following Tatlers are not in the Volumes 
publiſhed by Sir Richard Steele. 
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y be called Lacubrations, which 
is the Name I have given to all my Papers, whether 
in Volumes or Half-ſheets : So manifeſt a Contra- 
diction in terminis, that I wonder no Sophiſter ever 
thought of it. But the other is a Cavil. I remem- 
ber when I was a Boy at School, I have often dream- 
ed out the whole Paſſages of a Day; that I rode a 
Journey, baited, ſupped, went to bed, and roſe next 
Morning: And I have known young Ladies who 
could dream a whole Contexture of Adventures in one 
Night, large enough to make a Novel. In Youth 
the Imagination is ſtrong, not mixed with Cares, nor 
tinged with thoſe Paſſions that moſt difturb and con- 
found it; ſuch as Avarice, Ambition, and many 
others. Now, as old Men are faid to grow Children 
again, ſo in this Article of Dreaming I am returned 
to my Childhood. My Imagination is at full Eaſe, 
without Care, Avarice, or Ambition to clog it; by 
which, among many others, I have this Advantage 
of doubling the ſmall Remainder of my Time, 
and living four and twenty Hours in the Day. 
However, the Dream I am going now to relate is 
as wild as can well be imagined, an A to pleaſe 
theſe Refiners upon Sleep, without any Moral that I 
can diſcover. 

It happened that my Maid left on the Table in 
% my — one of her Story-books (as ſne 
* calls them) which I took up, and found full of 
** ſtrange Impertinence, fitted to her Taſte and Con- 
dition; of poor Servants who came to be Ladies, 
* and Serving Men of læau Degree who married Kings 
* Daughters. Among other Things, I met this ſage 
* Obſervation, 'That a Lion would never hurt a true 
Virgin. With this Medley of Nonſenſe in my Fan- 
** cy I went to bed, and dreamed that a Friend waked 
nie in the Morning, and propoſed for Paſtime to 
3 * ſpend 
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ſpend a few Hours in ſeeing the Pariſh Lions, which 
© he had not done fince he came to Town; and be- 
* cauſe they ſhewed them but once a Week, he would 
* not miſs the Opportunity. I ſaid I would humour 
* him; although, to ſpeak the Truth, I was not 
fond of thoſe cruel Spectaeles; and if it were not 
* ſo ancient a Cuſtom, founded, as I had heard, 
* upon the wiſeſt Maxims, I ſhould be apt to cen- 
% ſure the Inhumanity of thoſe who i uced it. 
All this will be a Riddle to the waking Reader, until 
1 diſcover the Scene my Imagination had formed up- 
on the Maxim, That a Lion would never hurt a 
true Virgin. I dreamed, that by a Law of imme- 
* morial Time, a He Lion was kept in every Pariſh 
at the common Charge, and in a Place provided, 
** adjoining to the Church-yard ; that before any one 
* of the Fair Sex was married, if ſhe affirmed her- 
ſelf to be a Virgin, ſhe muſt, on her Wedding Day, 
and in her Wedding Cloaths, perform the Cere- 
% mony of going alone into the Den and {tay an 
Hour with the Lion let looſe and kept faſting four 
and twenty Hours on purpoſe. At a proper Height 
above the Den were convenient Galleries for the 
Relations and Friends of the young Couple, and 
open to all 8 tors. No Maiden was forced to 
* offer herſelf to the Lion; but if ſhe refuſed, it was 
a Diſgrace to marry her, and every one might have 
Liberty of calling her a Whore. And methought 
it was as uſual a Diverſion to ſee the Pariſh Lions as 
* with us to go to a Play or an Opera. And it was 
«« reckoned convenient to be near the Church, ei- 
** ther for marrying the Virgin, if ſhe eſcaped the 
Trial, or for burying her Bones when the Lion 
had devoured the reit, as he conſtantly did. 

To go on there fore with the Dream: We called 
* firtt (as I remember) to ſee St. Dunffan's Lion; 
N | B 2 | ** but 
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but we were told they did not ſhew To- day. From 
thence we went to that of Covent - garden, which, 
to my great Surprize, we found as lean as a Skele- 
ton, when I expected quite the contrary ; but the 
Keeper ſaid it was no Wonder at all, becauſe the 
poor Beaſt had not got an Ounce of Woman's Fleſh 
ſince he came into the Pariſh. This amazed me 
more than the other, and I was forming to my- 
ſelf a mighty Veneration for the Ladies in that 
Quarter of the Town ; when the Keeper went on, 
and faid he wondered the Pariſh would be at the 
Charge of maintaining a Lion for nothing. Friend 
(faid I) do you call it nothing to juſtify the Vir- 
tue of ſo many Ladies ; or hath your Lion loſt his 
diſtinguiſhing Faculty ? Can there be any thing 
more for the Honour of your Pariſh, than that 
all the Ladies married in your Church were pure 
Virgins? That is true (aid he) and the Doctor 
knows it to his Sorrow ; for there hath not been a 
Couple married in our Church fince his Worſhip 
came amongſt us. The Virgins hereabouts are too 
wiie to venture the Claws of the Lion; and, be- 
cauſe no body will marry them, have all entered 
into a V ow of Virginity ; ſo that in Proportion we 
have much the largeſt Nunnery in the whole Town. 
This manner of Lad'es entering into a Vow of 
Virginity, becauſe they were not Virgins, I eafily 
conceived ; and my Dream told me that the whole 
Kingdom was full of Nunneries plentifully ſtock- 
ed from the ſame Reaſon. 
«© We went to ſee another Lion, where we found 
much Company mer in the Gallery. 'The Keeper 
told us we ſhould ſee Sport enough, as he called 
it; and in a little time we faw a young beautiful 
Lady pur into the Den, who walked up towards 
the Lion with all imaginable Security in her Coun- 
| | ** tenance, 
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tenance, and looked ſmiling 'upon her Lover and 
Friends in the Gallery ; which I thought nothing 
extraordinary. becauſe it was never known that 
any Lion had been miſtaken. But however, we 
were all diſappointed ; for the Lion lifted up his 
right Paw, which was the fatal Sign,and advancing 
forward, ſeized her by the Arm, and began to 
tear it. The Lady gave a terrible Shriek, and 
cried out, The Lion is ju, I am mo Virgin! 
Oh ! Sappho, Sappho ! She could as no more, for 
the Lion gave her the Con de Grace, by a Squeeze in 
the Throat, and ſhe expired at his Feet. The Kecp- 
er dragged away her Body to feed the Animal after 
the Company ſhould be gone ; for the Pariſh Lions 
never uſed to cat in publick. After. a little Pauſe, 
another Lady came on toward the Lion in the ſame 
Manner as the former, We obſerved the Beaſt ſmell 
her with great Diligence. He ſcratched both her 
Hands with liſting them to his Noſe, and laying one 
of his Claws on her Boſom drew Blood ; however he 
let her go, and at the fame time turned from her 


« with a Sort of Contempt, at which ſhe was not a 


40 
10 


little mortified, and retired with ſome Confuſion to 
her Friends in the Gallery. Methought the whole 
Company immediately underitood the Meaning of 
this; that the Eaſineſs of the Lady had ſuffered her 
to admit certain imprudent and dangerous Famili- 
arities, bordering too much upon what is criminal; 
neither was it ſure whether che Lover then preſent 
had not ſome Sharers with him in thoſe Freedoms, 
of which a Lady can never be too ſparing. 
+ TH1s happened to be an extraordinary Day; for 
a third Lady came into the Den, laughing loud, 


playing with her Fan, toſſing her Head, and 


ſmiling round on the young Fellows in the Galle- 
ry. However the Lion leaped on her with great 
B 3 ' «c Fury 
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*« Fury, and we gave her for ; hut on a ſudden 
he let go his Hold, and nd Gas her as if he 
* were nauſeated, then gave her a Laſh with his Tail; 
« after which ſhe returned to the Gallery, not the 
* leaſt out of Countenance : And this, it ſeems, was 
* the uſual Treatment of Coquets. 

* I THQUGKHT We had ſeen enough, but my 
Friend would needs have us go and viſit one or 
* two Lions in the City. We called attwoor three 
* Dens where they happened not to ſhew : but we 
«« generally found half a Score young Girls, between 
eight and eleven Years old, playing with each 
Lion, fitting on his Back, and putting their Hands 
into his Mouth: ſome of them would now and 
then get a Scratch, but we always diſcovered, up- 
on examining, that they had been hoydening 
* with the young Apprentices. One of them was 
calling to a pretty Girl about twelve Years old, 
* who ſtood by us in the Gallery, to come down 
to the Lion, and upon her Refuſal, ſaid, 4+ / 
 *© Miſs Betty, wwe could never get you to come near the 

Lion, fince you played at Hoop and Hide with my 
* Brother in the Garret. | 

„Wr followed a Couple, with the Wedding 
Folks, going tothe Church of St. Mary Ax. The 
Lady, although well ftricken in Years, extreme- 
ly crooked and deformed, was dreſſed out beyond 
the Gaiety of fifteen, having jumbled together, as 
I imagined, all the tawdry Remains of Aunts, 
*© God-mothers, and Grand-mothers for ſome Gene- 
rations paſt. One of the Neighbours whiſpered me 
that ſhe was an old Maid, and had the cleareſt 
** Reputation of any in the Pariſh. There is nothing 
*© ſtrange in that, thought I, but was much ſur- 
% prized when I obſerved afterwards that ſhe went 
toward the Lion with Diſtruſt and Concern. T de 
«6 
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« Beaſt was lying down; but upon Sight of he” 
*« ſnuffed up his Noſe two or three Times, and then» 
« giving the Sign of Death, inſtantly to 
« Execation. In the Midſt of her Agonies ſhe was 
«© heard to name the Words Italy and Artifices, with 
« the utmoſt Horror, and ſeveral ra- 
tions; and at laſt concluded, Fool that Twas to 
* ſo much Confidence in the Toughneſs of my Skin ! 

„% Tar Keeper immediately ſet all in Order again 
* for another Cuſtomer, which happened to be a 
famous Prude, whom her Parents after long Threat- 
* ningsand much Perſuaſion, had, with the extremeſt 
« Pifficulty, prevailed on to accept a young handſome 
* Goldſmith, who might have pretended to five times 
* her Fortune. The Fathers and Mothers in the Neigh- 
* bourhood uſed to quote her for an Example to their 
* Daughters ; her Elbows were rivetted to her Sides, 
and her whole Perſon ſo ordered as to inform every 
body that ſhe was afraid they ſhould touch her. She 
only dreaded to approach the Lion becauſe it was 
* a He one, and abhorred to think a Male Animal 
** ſhould preſume to breathe on her. The Sight of a 
Man at twenty Yards Diſtance made her draw back 
her Head. She always fat upon the farther Cor- 
ner of the Chair, although there were ſix Chairs 
between her and her Lover, and with the Door 
vide open, and her little Siſter in the Room. She 
*« was never ſaluted but at the Tip of her Ear; and 
her Father had much ado to make her dine with- 
** out her Gloves when there was a Man at Table. 
*« She entered the Den with ſome Fear, which we 
took to proceed from the Height of her Modeſty, 
*+* offended at the Sight of ſo many Men in the Gal- 
++ lery. The Lion, beholding her at a Diſtance, im- 
** mediately gave the deadly Sign, at which the 
poor Creature methinks I ſee her till) miſcarried 
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* in a Fright, before us all. The Lion ſeemed to 
« be as much ſurpriſed as we, and gave her Time 
* to make her Confeſſion ; That ſhe was five Months 
* gone, by the Foreman of her Father's Shop; that 
« this was her third big Belly: And when her Friends 
„ aſked, why ſhe would venture the Trial? She ſaid 
* her Nurſe told her, that à Lion would never hurt a 
« Woman with Child Upon this I immediately a- 
waked, and could not help wiſhing that the Deputy 
Cenſors of my late Inſtitution were indued with the 
ſame Inſtinct as theſe Pariſh Lions. 
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— Ingenuas didiciſſe fideliter artes 
Emollit mores. Ovid. 


From Saturday March 3, to Tueſday March 6, 1710, 


— 


From my own Apartment in Channel-row, March 5. 


" HOSE inferior Duties of Life, which the 
French call Les petites Marales, or the ſmaller 
Morals, are with us diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of Good Manners or Breeding. This I look upon, 
in the general Notion of it, to be a Sort of artifici 
good Senſe, adapted to the meaneſt Capacities ; and 
introduced to make Mankind eaſy in their Commerce 
with each other. Low and little Underſtandings, 
without ſome Rules of this Kind, would be perpe- 
tually wandering into a thouſand Indecencies and 
Irregularities in Behaviour ; and in their ordinary 
Converſation, fall into the ſame boiſterous Familiari- 
ties that one obſerves amongſt them when a Debauch 
hath quite taken away the Uſe of their Reaſon. In 
pther Inftances it is odd to conſider, that, 3 
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of common Diſcretion, the very End of Good Breed - 
ing is wholly perverted, and Civility, intended to 
make us eaſy, is employed in laying Chains and Fet- 
ters upon us, in debarring us of our Wiſhes, and in 
croſſing our moſt reaſonable Deſires and Inclinations. 
This Abuſe reigns chiefly in the Country, as I found 
to my Vexation when I was laſt there, in a Viſit I 
made to a Neighbour about two Miles from my 
Coulin. As ſoon as I entered the Parlour they put 
me into the great Chair that ſtood cloſe by a huge 
Fire, and kept me there by Force until I was almoſt 
ſtifled. Then a Boy came in great Hurry to pull off 
my Boots, which I in vain oppoſed, urging that I 
muſt return ſoon after Dinner. In the mean time the 
good Lady whiſpered her eldeſt Daughter, and ſlip- 
ped a Key into her Hand ; the Girl returned in- 
| ttancly with a Beer Glaſs half full of Au Mirabilis 
| and Syrup of Gilly-flowers. I took as much as I had 
[ a mind for, but Madam vowed I ſhould drink it off, 
. (for ſhe was ſure it would do me good after coming 
i out of the cold Air) and I was forced to obey, which 
10 a ẽbſolutely took away my Stomach. When Dinner 
\| came in I had a mind to fit at a Diſtance from the 
| Fire; but they told me it was as much as my Life 
5 was worth, and ſet me with my Back juſt againſt it. 
i Although my Appetite was quite gone, I reſolved 
R- to force down as much as I could, and deſired the 
* of a Pullet. Indeed, Mr. Bicter ta, (ſays the 
Lady) “ you muſt eat a Wing to oblige me; and 
' ſo put a Couple upon my Plate. I was perſecuted at 
4 | this rate during the whole Meal; as often as I 
ö called for Small Beer the Maſter tipped the Wink, 
f and the Servant brought me a Brimmer of OZober. 
i Some time after Dinner I ordered my Coufin's Man, 
| who came with me, to get ready the Horſes ; butit 

was reſolved I ſhould not ftir that Night; and when 
| [ ſeemed 
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I ſeemed much bent upon going, they order- 
ed the Stable Door to be locked, and the Children 
hid my Cloak and Boots. The next Queſtion was, 
What would I have for Supper? I ſaid, I never eat 
any thing at Night: but was at laſt, in my own 
Defence, obliged to name the firſt thing that came 
into my Head. After three Hours ſpent chiefly in 
Apologies for my Entertainment, inſinuating to me, 
„That this was the worſt time of the Year for 
* Proviſions ; that they were at a great Diſtance 
from any Market; that they were afraid I ſhould 
* be ſtarved ; and that they knew they kept me to 
* my Loſs;”” the Lady went, and left me to her 
Huſband (far they took ſpecial Care I ſhould never 
be alone :) As ſoon as her Back was turned, the little 
Miſſes run backwards and forwards every Moment, 
and conſtantly as they came in or went out made a 
Courteſy directly at me, which in Good Manners I 
was forced to return with a Bow and Your humble 
Servant, pretty Miſs. Exactly at Eight the Mother 
came up, and diſcovered by the Redneſs of her Face, 
that Supper was not far off. It was twice as large 
as the Dinner, and my Perſecution doubled in Pro- 

rtion. I defired at my uſual Hour to go to my 
— and was conducted to my Chamber by the 
Gentleman, his Lady, and the whole Train of 
Children. They importuned me to drink ſomething 
before I went to Ne and, upon my refuſing, at laſt 
left a Bottle of Stingo, as they called it, for fear I 
ſhould wake and be thirſty in the Night. I was 
forced in the Morning to riſe and dreſs myſelf in 
the Dark, becauſe they would not ſuffer my Kinſ- 
man's Servant to diſturb me at the Hour I defired to 
be called. I was now reſolved to break through 
all Meaſures to get away, and after fitting down to 
a monſtrous Breakfaſt af cold Beef, Mutton, Neats 


Tongues, 
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Tongues, Veniſon Paſty, and tale Beer, took leave 
of the Family. But the Gentleman would needs fee 
the Part of my Way, and carry me a ſhort Cut 
through his own Grounds, which he told me would 
fave half a Mile's Riding. This laſt Piece of Civility 
had like to have coſt me dear, being once or twice 
in danger of my Neck by leaping over his Ditches, 
and at laſt forced to alight in the Dirt, when my 
Horſe, having ſlipped his Bridle, ran away, and took 
us up more than an Hour to recover him again. 

Ir is evident that none of the Abſurdities I met 
with in this Viſit, eeded from an ill Intention, 
bat from a wrong Judgment of Complaiſance, and 
a Miſapplication in the Rules of it. I cannot ſo 
eaſily excuſe the more refined Criticks _ Beha- 
viour, who, having profeſſed no other Study, are 
yet infinitely defective in the moſt material Parts of 
it. Ned Faſhion hath been bred all his Life about 
Court, and underſtands to a 'Tittle all the Punctilios 
of a Drawing-Room. He viſits moſt of the fine Wo- 
men near S. James's, and upon every Occaſion ſays 
the civileſt and ſofteſt things to them of any Man 
breathing. To Mr. Jaac he owes an eaſy Slide in 
his Bow, and a graceful Manner of coming into a 
Room : But in ſome other Caſes he is very tar from 
being a well-bred Perſon. He laughs at Men of far 
ſaperior Underſtanding to his own, for not being as 
well dreſſed as himſelf ; deſpiſeth all his Acquaint- 
ance who are not of Quality, and in publick Places 
hath, on that Account, often avoided taking notice 
of ſome among the beſt Speakers of the Houſe of 
Commons. He raileth ſtrenuouſly at both Univerſi- 
ties before the Members of either; and is never heard 
to ſwear an Oath, or break in upon Religion and Mo- 


2 A famous Dancing-Maſter in thoſe Days. | 
rality, 
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rality, except in the Com of Divines. On the 
jr. hand, a Man of right Senſe hath all the Eſſen- 
tials of Good Breeding, although he may be want- 
ing in the Forms of it. Horatio hath ſpent moſt of 
his Time at Oxford: He hath a great deal of Learn- 
ing, an agreeable Wit, and as much Modeſty as may 
ſerve to adorn, without concealing his other good 
Qualities. In that retired Way of living he ow 
eth to have formed a Notion of human Nature as he 
hath found it deſcribed in the Writings of the great- 
eſt Men, not as he is likely to meet with it in the 
common Courſe of Life. Hence it is that he giveth 
no Offence, but converſeth with great Deference, 
Candor, and Humanity. His Bow, I muſt confeſs, is 
ſomewhat aukward, but then he hath an extenſive, 
univerſal, and unaffected Knowledge, which may 
perhaps alittle excuſe him. He would make no ex- 
traordinary Figure at a Ball, but I can aſſure the La- 
dies in his behalf, and for their own Conſolation, that 
he has writ better Verſes on the Sex than any Man 
now living, and is preparing ſuch a Poem for the 
Preſs as will tranſmit their Praiſes and his own to ma- 
ny Generations. 
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Thurſday, September 28, 1710. 


From my own Apartment, September 27. 


HE following Letter hath laid before me ma- 

ny great and manifeſt Evils in the World of 
Letters, which I had overlooked ; but it opens to 
me a very buſy Scene, and it will require no {mall 
Care and Application to amend Errors which are be- 
come ſo univerſal. The Affectation of Politeneſs is 
expoſed in this Epiſtle with a great deal of Wit and 
Diſcernment ; ſo that, whatever Diſcourſes I may 
fall into hereafter upon the Subjects the Writer treats 
of, I ſhall at preſent lay the Matter before the World 


a The Letter to the Lord High Treaſurer upon the ſame 
Subject with this Tatler, is printed in the firſt Volume of theſe 
Miſcellanies. It is ſaid that the Author writ ſome other Tatlers 
and ſeveral Spect᷑ators, and furniſhed Hints for many more; 
particularly The Tables of Fame, The Life and Adventures of a 
Shilling, The Account of England by an Indian irg, and ſome 
others: but, as we are informed, he would never sell his beft 


Friends the particular Papers. Dublin Fd. 
without 
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without the leaſt Alteration from the Words of my 
Correſpondent. 


To Isaac BicxersTAFF, Eſq; 


«S1R, 

« THERE are ſome Abuſes among us of great 
« Conſequence, the Reformation of which is proper- 
* ly your Province; although, as far as I have been 
* converſant in your Papers, you have not yet con- 
*« fidered them. Theſe are the deplorable Ignorance 
* that for ſome Years hath reigned among our Eng- 
Ji Writers, the great Depravity of our Taſte, 
* and the continual Corruption of our Style. I ſay 
nothing here of thoſe who handle parti [- 
* ences, Divinity, Law, Phyſic, and the like; 
I mean the Traders in Hiſtory and Politicks, and 
© the Belles Lettres, together with thoſe by whom 
* Books are not tranſlated, but (as the common 
Expreſſions are) done out of French, Latin, or o- 
* ther Languages, and made Engli/h. I cannot but 
* obſerve to you, that, until of late Years, a Grub» 
* ſtreet Book was always bound in Sheep-ſkin, with 
* ſuitable Print and Paper, the Price never above 
* a Shilling, and taken off wholly by common 
* Tradeſmen or Country Pedlars ; but now they ap- 
* pear in all Sizes and Shapes, and in all Places; 
* they are handed about from Lapfulls in every Cof- 
** fee-houſe to Perſons of Quality; are ſhewn in 
** Weſtminſter-Hall, and the Court of Requeſts ; you 
** may ſee them gilt and in Royal Paper, of five or 
** fix hundred Pages, and rated accordingly. ' I 
** would engage to furniſh you with a Catalogue of 
Enugliſb Books, publiſhed within the Compaſs of 
* ſeven Years paſt, which at the firſt Hand would 
** colt you an hundred Pounds, wherein you ſhall not 


* be 
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de able to find ten Lines together of common 


* Grammar or common Senſe. | 

„Tags two Evils, Ignorance and Want of 
* Taſte, have produced a third, I mean the continual 
* Corruption of our Fnglit T ongue ; which, with- 
* out ſome timely Remedy; will ſuffer more by the 
* falſe Refinements of twenty Years paſt than it hath 
been improved in the foregoing hundred. And 
* this is what I deſign chiefly to enlarge upon, leav- 
ing the former Evils to your Animadverſion 

B iaſtead of giving you a Liſt of the late Re- 
** fnements crept into our Language, I here ſend 
«« you the Copy of a Letter I received ſome time ago 
* from a moit accompliſned Perſon in this Way of 
* Writing, upon which I ſhall make ſome Remarks. 
It is in thete Terms : 


SIX, 

I Cou'dn't get the Things you ſent fer all about 
Town Itho't 26 ha” come down myſelf, and then 
I'd ha' bro't'um 3 but ha'nt don't, and I belicwe 1 
can't do't, that”; pozz Jom begins to g imſelf 
Airs, becauſe ha's going <vith the Plenipo's. ——*Tis 
Said the French King will bambooꝛzel us agen, which 
cauſes many Speculations. The Jacks, and others of 
that Kidney are very uppiſh and alert upon't, as you 
may ſee by their Phizz's —— Will Hazard has get the 
Hipps, having laſt to the Tune of frve Hundt d Pound, 
tho' he underſtands Play wery well, no Body better. 
He has promis't me upon Rep to leave off Play; but 

know "tis a Weakneſs he's too apt to give into, 
tho he has as much Wit as any Man, no body more: 
He has lain incog. ever /ince Th. Mob's very gui- 
et with us 255, I belicve you tho't I banter'd rw 
in my laſt like a Country Put.———  than't /rave 
Town this Month, &C. 


'Lauls 
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Puts Letter is in every Point an admirable 
pattern of the preſent polite Way of Writing; 
* nor is it of leſs Authority for being an Epiſtle : 
*« You may gather every Flower of it, with a 
% Thouſand more of equal Sweetneſs, from the 
* Books, Pamphlets, and ſingle Papers, offered us 
* every Day in the Coffee-houſes. And theſe are 
the Beauties introduced to ſupply the Want of 
Wit, Senſe, Humour, and Learning, which for- 
* merly were looked upon as Qualifications for a 
Writer. If a Man of Wit, who died Forty Years 
ago, were to riſe from the Grave on purpoſe, 
* how would he be able to read this Letter? And 
* after he had got through that Difficulty, how 
would he be able to underſtand it? The firft 
Thing that ſtrikes your Eye, is the Breaks at the 
End of almoſt every Sentence; of which I know 
not the Uſe, only that it is a Refinement, and very 
frequently practiſed. Then you will obſerve the 
Abbreviations and Elifions, by which Conſonants 
of moſt obdurate Sounds are joined together with- 
out one ſoftening Vowel to intervene: And all 
this only to make one Syllable of two, directly 
contrary to the Example of the Greeks and Ro- 
nua; altogether of the Gothic Strain, and of a na- 
*© tural Tendency towards relapſing into Barbarity, 
** which delights in Monoſyllables, and uniting of 
mute Conſonants; as it is obſervable in all the 
*© Northern Languages, And this is ſtill more vi- 
* ſible in the next Refinement, which confifteth in 
** pronouncing the firſt Syllable in a Word that 
** bath many, and diſmiſſing the reſt ; ſuch as Phixx, 
Hippe, Mobb, Pozz, Rep, and many more; when 
we are already over-loaded with Monoſyllables, 
** which are the Diſgrace of our Language. Thus 
** we cram one Syllable, and cut off the reſt ; as the 

Ver. VII. C « Ow! 
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** Owl fattened her Mice, after ſhe had bit off their 
*© Legs to prevent them from running away ; and 
if ours be the ſame Reaſon for maiming of Words, 
it will certainly anſwer the End; for I am fure 
no other Nation will deſire to borrow them. Some 
Words are hitherto but fairly ſplit, and therefore 
only in their way to Perfection, as Incog. and Ple- 
* zips; but in a ſhort time, it is to be hoped, they 
*© will be further docked to Inc. and Plen. This Re- 
** flection hath made me, of late Years, very impa- 
tient for a Peace, which I believe would {ave the 
Lives of many brave Words as well as Men. The 
War hath introduced abundance of Polyſyllables, 
*© which will never be able to live many more Cam- 
* * Speculations, Operations, Preliminaries, 
25 afſadors, Paliſadoes, Communications, Circum- 
dallations, Battalions, as numerous as they are, if 
they attack us too frequently in our Coffee-houſes. 
*© we ſhall certainly put them to flight, and cut off 
their Rear. 

Tus third Refinement, obſervable in the Letter 
* I ſend you, conſiſteth in the Choice of certain 
Words, invented by ſome pretty Fellows, ſuch as 
* Banter, Bamboozle, Country Put, and Kidrey, as 
it is there applied; ſome of which are now ſtrug- 
** gling for the Vogue, and others are in Poſſeſſion 


of it. I have done my utmoſt for ſome Years paſt 


* to ſtop the Progreſs of Mob and Banter, but have 
been plainly bore down by Numbers, and betrayed 
by thoſe who promiſed to aſſiſt me. 

** Ix the laſt place you are to take Notice of cer- 
** tain Choice Phraſcs ſcattered through the Letter; 
** tome of them tolerable enough, till they were worn 
to rags by ſervile Imitators. You might eaſily find 
them, although they were not in a different Print, 
and therefore I need not diſturb them. 

*© 'THESE 
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„THESE are the falſe Refinements in our Style, 
e which you ought to correct; firſt, by Arguments 
« 2nd fair Means; but if thoſe fail, I think you are 
* to make uſe of your Authority as Cenſor, and by an 
annual D:dex expurgatorius, expunge all Words 
and Phraſes that are offenſive to good Senſe, and 
* condemn thoſe barbarousMutilationsof V owels and 
* Syllables. In this laſt Point the uſual Pretence is, 
** that they ſpell as they ſpeak : A noble Standard for 
Language] to depend upon the Caprice of every 
Coxcomb, who, becauſe Words are the Cloathing 
* of our Thoughts, cuts them out, and ſhapes them 
* as he pleaſeth, and changes them oftner than his 
„ Dreſs. I believe all reaſonable People would be 
content that ſuch Refiners were more ſparing of 
* their Words, and liberal in their Syllables. On 
* this Head I ſhould be glad you would beſtow ſome 
Advice upon ſeveral youngReaders in our Churches, 
* who, coming up from the Univerſity full fraught 
* with Admiration of our Town Politeneſs, will 
needs correct the Style of their Prayer Books. In 
reading the Abſolution they are very careful to ſay 
« pardons and al ſaldes, and in the Prayer for the 
* Royal Family it mult be cdu um, enrich'um, preſ- 
* pry um, and bring'um; then in their Sermons they 
* uſeall the modern Terms of Art, Sham, Banter, 
* Mob, Bubble, Bully, Cutting. Shufiing, and Palming: 
All which, and maiiy more of che like Stamp, as 
** 1 have often heard them in the Pulpit from ſome 
* young Sophiiters, ſo | have read them in ſome of 
** thoſe Sermon: that hade made a great Neiſe of late. 
The Deſign, it ſcems, is to avoid the dreadful Im- 
putation of Pedantry; to ſhew us that they 4now 
* the Town, und, rjiaud Men and Manners, and have 
not been poring upon oid unfaſhignable Books in 
the Uuiverſity. 
2 —.1 
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* I $HouLD be glad to ſee you the Inſtrument 
*f of introducing into our Style that Simplicity 
e which is the beſt and trueſt Ornament of mott 
« Things in human Life, which the politer Ages al- 
« ways aimed at in their Building and Dreſs ( S$::- 
c ex munditiis ) as well as their Productions of Wit. 
"= fr is manifeſt that all new affected Modes of Spcech, 
* whether borrowed from the Court, the Town, or 
* the Theatre, are the firſt | pron, Parts in any 
Language; and, as I could prove by many hun- 
* dred Inſtances, have been ſo in ours. The Writ- 
* ings of Fooker, who was a Country Clergyman, 
and of Parſons the Jeſuit, both in the Reign of 
*© Queen Elizabeth, are in a Style, that, with very 
ce few Allowances, would not offend any preſent 
* Reader; much more clear and intelligible than 
* thoſe of Sir H. Wotton, Sir Robert Naunton, C/ 
* bor, Daniel the Hiſtorian, and ſeveral others who 
«« writ later; but being Men of the Court, and at- 
fecting the Phraſes then in faſhion, they are often 
either not to be underſtood or appear perfectly 
** ridiculous. 

* Wrar Remedies are to be applied to theſe 
* Evils I have not room to conſider, having, I fear, 
* already taken up moſt of your Paper: Beſides, } 
think it is our Office only to repreſent Abuſes, and 
«« yours to redreſs them. 


I am, with great Reſpect, 
60 Su, 


* Teurs, . 
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EXAMINER: 


NUMBER. XIII. 
Thurſday, Nowember 2, 1710. 


* 


Longa eft inſuria, longæ 
Ambagcs, fed ſumma ſequar faſtigia rerum. 


1* is a Practice I have generally followed, to con- 
verſe in equal Freedom with the deſerving Men 
of both Parties; and it was never without ſome 
Contempt that I have obſerved Perſons, wholly out 


2 In the Month of Auguſt, 1710, a weekly Paper, called 
The Examiner, began to be publiſhed, eſteemed to be the Work 
cf ſeveral eminent Hands, among which were reckoned my 
Lord Bolingbroke, Dr. Atterbury, afterwards Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter, Mr. Prior, and ſome others. However it came about, 
the general Opinion is, that thoſe Perſons proceeded no fur- 
ther than to the firſt twelve Papers; after which, it ſeems 
to be agreed that the Undertaking was carried on by the Au- 
thor of theſe Volumes, who began with Number XIII. and 
ended at Number L. For although the Paper continued many 
Months after to be publiſhed, under the Title of The Examzncr, 
yet by the Inequality of the Performance it was manifeſt to all 
judicious Perſons, that the aforeſaid ſuppoſed Authors kad not 
the leaſt Share in them, 
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of Employment, affect to do otherwiſe. I doubted 
whether any Man could owe ſo much to the Side he 
was of, although he were retained by it ; but with- 
out ſome great Point of Intereſt, either in Poſſeſſion 
or Proſpect, I thought it was the Mark of a low and 
narrow Spirit. | 
Ir is hard, that for ſome Weeks paſt IJ have been 
forced, in my own Defence, to follow a Proceedin 
that I have ſo much condemned in others. But ſe - 
veral of my Acquaintance, among the declining Party, 
are grown ſo inſufferably peeviſh and ſplenetick, pro- 
feſs ſuch violent Apprehenſions for the Publick, and 
repreſent the State of Things in ſuch formidable 
Ideas, that I find myſelf diſpoſed to ſhare in their 
Afflictions; although I know them to be groundleſs 
and imaginary ; or, which is worſe, purely affected. 
To offer them Comfort one by one, would be not 
only an endleſs, but a diſobliging Taſk. Some of 
them, I am convinced, would be leſs melancholy if 
there were more Occaſion. I ſhall, therefore, inſtead 
of hearkening to further Complaints, employ ſome 


Part of this Paper, for the future, in letting ſuch 


Men ſee that their natural or acquired Fears are ill- 
grounded, and their artificial ones as ill- intended; 
that all our preſent Inconveniences are the Conſe- 
quence of the very Counſels they ſo much admire, 
which would ſtill have increaſed if thoſe had con- 
tinued ; and that neither our Conſtitution in Church 
or State could probably have been long preſerved, 
without ſuch Methods as have been already taken. 


Tue late Revolutions at Court have given room 
to ſome ſpecious Objections, which I Lave heard re- 
peated by well-meaning Men, juſt as they had taken 
them up on the Credit of others, who have worſe 
Deſigns. They wonder the Qu EEx would ehuſe to 

1 change 
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change her Miniſtry at this Juncture, and thereby 

ive Uneaſineſs to a General, who hath been ſo long 
facceſsful Abroad, and might think himſelf injured if 
the entire Miniſtry were not of his own Nomination; 
that there were few Complaints of any Conſequence 
againſt the Jate Men in Power, and none at all in 
Parliament, which, on the contrary, paſſed Votes 
in favour of the chief Miniſter ; that if her Majeſty 


have been more ſeaſonable after a Peace, which now 
we have made deſperate by ſpiriting the French, who 
rejoice at theſe Changes, and by the Fall of our Cre- 
dit, which unqualifes us for carrying on the War; 
that the Parliament, ſo untimely diſſolved, had been 
diligent in their Supplies, and dutiful in their Beha- 
viour ; that one Conſequence of theſe Changes ap- 
pears already in the Fall of the Stocks ; that we may 
ſoon expect more and worſe ; and laſtly, that all 
this naturally tends to break the Settlement of this 
Crown, and call over the Pretender. 

Tu Es E and the like Notions, are plentifully ſcat- 
tered abroad, by the Malice of a ruined Party, to 
render the Qu re N and her Adminiſtration odious, 
and to inflame the Nation. And theſe-are what, up- 
on Occaſion, I ſhall endeavour to overthrow, by diſ- 
covering the Falſhood and Abſurdity of them. 

IT 1s a great Unhappineſs, when in a Govern- 
ment conſtituted like ours, it ſhould be ſo brought a- 
bout that the Continuance of a War muſt be for the In- 
tereſt of vaſt Numbers (Civil as well as Military) who 
otherwiſe would have been as unknown as their Ori- 
ginal. I think our preſent Condition of Affairs is 
admirably deſcribed by two Verſes in Lucan : 


Hinc ujura vorax, avidumgque in tempore fænus, 


Hinc concuſſa fides, & multis utile belluan. 
C4 Which, 


24 EXAMINE R. N.. xn. 


Which, without any great Force upon the Words, 
may be thus tranſlated : 

Hence are derived thoſe exorbitant Intereſis and An- 
nuities; hence thoſe large Diſcounts for Advance and 
prompt Payment; hence public Credit is Halen; and 
hence great Number: find their Profit in prolonging the 


ar. 

IT is odd that among a free trading People, as we 
call ourſelves, there ſhould ſo many be found to cloſe 
in with thoſe Counſels, who have been ever averſe 
from all Overtures towards a Peace : But yet there is 


no great Myſtery in the Matter. Let any Man obſerve 


the Equipages in this Town, he ſhall find the great- 
er Number of thoſe who make a Figure to be a Spe- 
cies of Men quite different from any that were ever 
known before the Revolution; conſiſting either of 
Generals and Colonels, or of thoſe whoſe whole For- 
tune lies in Funds and Stocks; ſo that Power, which, 
according to the old Maxim, was uſed to follow Land, 
is now gone over to Money; and the Country Gentle- 
man 1s in the Condition of a young Heir, out of 
whoſe Eſtate a Scrivener receives halt the Rents for 
Intereſt, and hath a Mortgage on the Whole; and is 
therefore always ready to feed his V iccs and Extrava- 
gancies while there is any thing left. So that if the 
War continue ſome Years longer, a Landed Man will 
be little better than a Farmer at a Rack-rent to the 
Army and to the publick Funds. 

IT may perhaps be worth inquiring, from what 
Beginnings and by what Steps we have been brought 
into this deſperate Condition: And in ſearch of this 
we muſt run up as high as the Revolution. 

Mos r of the N obility and Gentry who invited 
over the Prince of Orange, or attended him in his 
Expedition, were true Lovers of their Country and its 
Conſtitution in Church and State; and were brought 

| ; o 
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to yield to thoſe Breaches in the Succeſſion of the 
Crown, out of a Regard to the Neceſſity of the King- 
dom and the Safety of the People, which did, and 
could only, make them lawful; but without Intention 
of drawing ſuch a Practice into Precedent, or making 
it a ſtanding Meaſure by which to proceed in all 
Times to come; and therefore we find their Coun- 
ſels ever tended to keep Things, as much as poſſible, 
in the old Courſe. But ſoon after, an under Set of 
Men, who had nothing to loſe, and had neither borne 
the Burthen nor Heat of the Day, found means to 
whiſper inthe King's Ear, that the Principles of Loy- 
alty in the Church of Exg/and were wholly inconſi- 
ſtent with the Revolution. Hence began the early 
Practice of careſſing the Diſſenters, reviling the Uni- 
verſities, as Maintainers of Arbitrary Power, and re- 
proaching the Cl with the Doctrines of Divine 
Right, Paſſive Obedience, and Non-Reſiſtance. At 
the ſame time, in order to faſten wealthy People to 
the new Government, they propoſed thoſe pernicious 
Expedients of borrowing Money by valt Premiums, 
and at exorbitant Intereſt : A Practice as old as Eu- 
menes, one of Alexander's Captains, who, ſetting up 
for himſelf after the Death of his Maſter, perſuaded his 
principal Officers to lend him great Sums, after which 
they were forced tofollow him for their own Security. 
Tuis introduced a Number of new dextrous Men 
into Buſineſs and Credit. It was argued, that the War 
could not laſt above two or three Campaigns; and that 
it was eaſier for the Subjects to raiſe a Fund for paying 
Intereſt, than to tax them annually to the full 
of the War. Several Perſons, who had ſmall or incum- 
bered Eſtates, ſold them, and turned their Money into 
thoſe Funds to great Advantage: Merchants, as well as 
other money'dMen, finding Trade was dangerous, pur- 
ſued the tame Method, But the War continuing, and 


growing 
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growing more expenſive, Taxes were increaſed, and 
Funds multiplied every Year, till they have arrived at 
the monſtrous Height we now behold them; and that 
which was at firſt a Corruption, is at laſt grown ne- 
ceſſary, and what every good Subject muſt now fall 
in with, although he may be allowed to wiſh it 
might ſoon have an End; becaaſe it is with a King- 
dom as with a private Fortune, where every new 
Incumbrance adds a double Weight. By this means 
the Wealth of a Nation, that uſed to be reckoned 
by the Value of Land, is now computed by the Riſe 
and Fall of Stocks : And although the Foundation of 
Credit be ſtill the ſame, and upon a Bottom that can 
never be ſhaken; and although all Intereſt be du- 
ly paid by the Publick ; yet, through the Contriv- 
ance and Cunning of Stock-jobbers, there hath been 
brought in ſuch a Complication of Knavery and 
Cozenage, ſuch a Myſtery of Iniquity, and ſuch an 
unintelligible Jargon of Terms to involve it in, as 
were never known in any other Age or Country of 
the World. I have heard it affirmed by Perſons ſkill- 
ed in theſe Calculations, that if the Funds appropri- 
ated to the Payment of Intereſt and Annuities, were 
added to the yearly Taxes, and the Four-ſhilling Aid 
ſtrictly exacted in all Counties of the Kingdom, it 
would very near, if not fully, ſupply the Occaſions 
of the War; at leaſt ſuch a Part as, in the Opinion 
of very able Perſons, had been at that Time prudent 
not to exceed. For I make it a queſtion, Whether 
any wiſe Prince or State, in the Continuance of a 
War, which was not purely defenſive, or immediately 
at his own Door, Mom propoſe that his Expence 
ſhould perpetually exceed what he was able to im- 
paſe annually upon his Subjects? Neither, if the 
War laſt many Years longer, do I ſee how the next 
Generation will be able to begin another ; which, 
1s 
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in the Courſe of human Affairs, and according to 
the various Intereſts and Ambition of Princes, may 
be as neceſſary for them as it hath been for us. 
And if our Fathers had left us as deeply involved as 
we are likely to leave our Children, I appeal to any 
Man, what Sort of Figure we ſhould have been able 
to make theſe twenty Vears paſt. Beſides, neither 
our Enemies nor Allies are upon the ſame Foot with 
us in this particular. France and Holland, our 
neareſt Neighbours, and the fartheſt engaged, will 
much ſooner recover themſelves after a War: The 
firſt by the abſolute Power of the Prince, who be- 
ing Maſter of the Lives and Fortunes of his Sub- 
jects, will quickly find Expedients to pay his Debts; 
and ſo will the other, by their prudent Admini- 
ſtration, the Greatneſs of their Trade, their won- 
derful Parſimony, the Willingneſs of their People 
to undergo all kind of Taxes, and their Juſtice in 
applying as well as collecting them. But above all, 
we are to conſider that France and Halland fight on 
the Continent, either upon or near their own Terri- 
tories, and the greateſt Part of the Money circulates 
among themſelves; whereas ours croſſes the Sea, ei- 
ther to Flanders, Spain, or Portugal, and every Penny 
of it, whether in Specie or Returns, is ſo much loſt 
to the Nation for ever, 

Urox theſe Conſiderations alone, it was the moſt 
prudent Courſe imaginable in the Qu++x, to lay 
hold of the Diſpoſition of the People tor changing 
the Parliament and Miniſtry at this Junciure, and 
extricating herielf, as ſoon as poſſible, out of the 
Pupillage of thoſe who found their Accounts only 
in perpetuating the War. Neither have we the 
leaſt Reaion to doubt, but the enſuing Parliament: 
w.ll aſfiſt her Maj zu with the utmoſt Vigour, 
until her Enemies again be brought to ftlie for 
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Peace, and 


refuſe them. 
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NUMBER XIV. 
Thurſday, November 9, 1710. 


— 


E quibus hi vacuas implent ſermenibus aures, 
Hi narrata ferunt alio: menſuraque ficti 
Creſcit, & auditis aliquid novus adjicit autor, 
Illic Credulitas, illic temerarius Error, 
Vanaque Letitia eft, conſternatigue Timores, 
Seditioque recent, dubiogue autore Suſurri. 


Am prevailed on, through the Importunity of 

Friends, to interrupt the Scheme I had begun in 
my laſt Paper, by an Eſſay upon the Art of Poli- 
tical Lying. We are told The Dewi! is the Father of 
Lyes, and was a Luar from the Beginning; ſo that, 
beyond Contradiction, the Invention is old: And, 
which is more, his firſt Eſſay of it was purely Politi- 
cal, employed in undermining the Authority of his 
Prince, and ſeducing a third Part of the Subjects 
from their Obedience. For Which he was driven 
down from Heaven, where (as Midton exprefleth it) 
he had been Viceror of a great Weftern Pro- 
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Dince; and forced to exerciſe his Talent in inferior 
Regions among other fallen Spirits, or poor deluded 
Men, whom he ſtill daily tempts to his own Sin, and 
will ever do ſo till he be chained in the bottomlce/; 

Pit. 

Bor although the Devil be the Father of Lyes, he 
ſeems, like other great Inventors, to have loſt mucn 
of his Reputation, by the continual Improvements 
that have been made upon him. 

Wuo firſt reduced Lying into an Art, and adapt- 


cd it to Politicks, is not fo clear from Hiſtory ; al- 


though I have made ſome diligent Enquiries. I ſhall 
therefore conſider it only according to the modern 
Syſtem, as it hath been cultivated theſe twenty Years 
paſt in the Southern Part of our own Ifland. 

Tu Poets tell us, that after the Giants were 
overthrown by the Gods, the Earth, in revenge, 
produced her laſt Offspring, which was Fame. And 
the Fable is thus interpreted: That when Tumults 
and Seditions are quieted, Rumours and falſe Reports 
are plentifully ſpread through a Nation. So that by 
this Account, Lying is the lait Relief of a routed earth- 
born, rebellious Party in a State. But here the Mo- 
derns have made great Additions, applying this Art 
to the gaining of Power and preſerving it, as well as 
revenging themſelves after they have lolt it ; as the 
{ame inſtruments are made uie of by Animals to feed 
themſelves when they are hungry, and bite thoſe that 
tread upon them. | 

Bur the ſame Genealogy cannot always be ad- 
mitted for Political Lying; I ſhall therefore deſire to 
refine upon it, by adding ſome Circumſtances of its 
Birth and arents. A Political Lye is ſometimes born 
out of a diſcarded Stateſman's Head, and thence de- 
livered to be nurs'd and dandled by the Rabble. 
Sometimes it is produced a Moyſter, and 3 into 

| 8 hape ph 
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Shape: at other Times it comes into the World 
completely formed, and is ſpoiled in the /iching. It 
is often born an Infant in the _ Way, and re- 
quires Time to mature it ; and often it ſees the Light 
in its full Growth, but dwindles away by Degrees. 
Sometimes it is of noble Birth; and ſometimes the 
Spawn of a Stock-jobber. Here it ſcreams aloud at 
the opening of the Womb; and zhere it is delivered 
with a Whiſper. I know a Lye that now diſturbs 
half the Kingdom with its Noiſe, which, although 
too proud and great at preſent to own its Parents, I 
can remember its Whiſver-hood, To conclude the 
Nativity of this Monſter; when it comes into the 
World without a Seing, it is ſtill- born; and when- 
ever it loſes its Sing it dies. 

No wonder if an Infant ſo miraculous in its Birth, 
ſhould be deſtined for great Adventures; and accord< 
ingly we ſee it hath been the Guardian Spirit of a 
aa, © Party for almoſt twenty Years. It can 
conquer Kingdoms without fighting, and ſometimes 
with the Loſs of a Pattle. It gives and reſumes Em- 
ployments; can fink a Mountain to a Mole-hil:, 
and raiſe a Mole-l:!] to a Mountain; hath preſided 
for many Years at Committees of Elections; can 
wath a Z/ack-a-moor white; make a Saint of an A- 
theiſt, and a Patriot of a Protligate; can furniſh 
Foreign Miniſters with Intelligence; and raife or let 
tall the Credic of the Nation. This Goddeſs flies 
with a huge Leooking-g/ajs in her Hands to dazzle 
the Crowd, and make them ſee, according as ſhe 
turns it, their Ruta in their Intereſt, and their In- 
tereſt in their Ruin. In this Glaſs you will behold 
your beſt Friends clad in Coats powder'd with Fleurs 
de Lis and Triple Croxwn:, their Girdles hung round 
with Chain;, and Bead, and hoden Shoes; and 
our Worlt Encmies adorned with the Enſigns of 

Liberty, 
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Liberty, Property, Indulgence, Moderation, and a Cor- 

nucopin in their Hands, Her large Wings, like thoſe 

of a flying Fiſh, are of no uſe but while they are 

moiſt; ſhe therefore dips them in Mad, and ſoar- 

ing aloft ſcatters it in the Eyes of the Multitude, fly- 

ng with great Swiftneſs ; but at every Turn is for- 
to ſtoop in dirty Ways for new Supplies. 

Inas been ſometimes thinking, if a Man had 
the Art of the Second Sight for ſeeing Lyes, as they 
have in Scotland for ſeeing Spirits, how admirably 
he might entertain himſelf in this 'Town, by obſerv- 
ing the different Shapes, Sizes, and Colours of thoſe 
Swarms of Lyes, which buz about the Heads of /ome 
People, like Flies about a Horſe's Ears in Summer ; 
or thoſe Legions hovering every Afternoon in Ex- 
change- alley, enough to darken the Air; or over a 
Club of diſcontented Grandees, and thence ſent down 
in Cargoes to be ſcattered at Elections. 

THERE is one eſſential Point wherein a Political 
Lyar differs from others of the Faculty, That he 
ought to have but a ſhort Memory, which is neceſſa- 
ry according to the various Occaſions he meets with 
every Hour, of differing from himſelf, and ſwearin 
to both Sides of a Contradiction, as he finds the Per- 
ſons diſpoſed with whom he hath to deal. In de- 
ſcribing the Virtues and Vices of Mankind it is 
convenient, upon every Article, to have ſome emi- 
nent Perſon in our Eye from whence we copy our 
Deſcription. I have ſtrictly obſerved this Rule; and 
my Imagination this Minute repreſents before me a 
certain Great Man * famous for this Talent, to the 
conſtant Practice of which he owes his twenty Years 
Reputation of the moſt ſkilful Head in Exgland for 
the Management of nice Affairs. The Superiority 


* The late Earl of N baris", 
of 
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of his Genius corfifts in nothing elſe but an inex- 
hauſtible Fund of Political Lyes, which he plentiful- 
ly diſtributes every Minute he ſpeaks, and, by an 
unparalleled Generoſity, forgets, and conſequently 
contradicts, the next half Hour. He never yet con- 
idered whether any Propoſition were true or falſe, 
but whether it were convenient for the preſent Mi- 
nute or Company to affirm or deny it; fo that 
if you think fit to refine upon him, by interpreting 
every thing he ſays, as we do Dreams, by the con- 
trary, you are ſtill to ſeek, and will find yourſelf 
equally deceived whether you believe or no: The 
only Remedy is to ſuppoſe that you have heard ſome 
inarticulate Sounds, without any Meaning at all ; and 
beſides, that will take off the Horror you might be 
apt to conceive at the Oaths wherewirh he perpe- 
:ually tags both Ends of every Propeftion although, 
at the fame time, I think, he cannot, with any ju- 
ice, be taxed. with Perjury, when he invokes God 
and Chriſt; becauſe he hath often fairly given pub- 
lick Notice to the World, that he believes in nei- 
6 

Sou People may think that ſuch an Accompliſh- 
ment as this can be oi no great Ule to the Owner, 
or his Party, after it hath been often practiſed and 
is become notorious ; but they are widely miſtaken. 
Few Ly-s carry the Inventor's Mark, and the moſt 
proſtitute Enemy to Truth may ſpread a taouſand 
without being known for the Author: Beſides, as the 
vileit Wraer nath his Readers, ſo the greateſt Lyar 
nath his Eelievers: and it often happens, that if a 
Eve be believed only for an Hour, it hath done its 
Work, and chere is no farther Occaſion for it. 
Falſbood fies, and Truth comes lining after it; ſo 
chat when Men come to be undeceived, it is too late; 
ine Jeff 1> over, and the Tale has had its Effect: 

Yor. VII D Like 
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Like a Man who has thought of a good Repartee 
when the Diſcourſe is changed, or the Company 
parted ; or like a Phyſician who hath found out 
mfallible Medicine after the Patient is dead. 
ConsSIDERING that natural Diſpoſition in many 
Men to Lye, and in Multitudes to Belicwe, I have 
been perplexed what to do with that Maxim, fo fre- 
quent in every Body's Mouth, That Truth will ar 
laft prevail. Here has this Iſland of ours, for the 
greateſt Part of twenty Years, lain under the Influence 
of ſuch Counſels and Perſons, whoſe Principle and 
Intereſt it was to corrupt our Manners, blind our 
Underſtandings, drain our Wealth, and in time 
deſtroy our Conſtitution both in Church and State; 
and we at laſt were brought to the very Brink of 
Ruin; yet, by the means of perpetual Miſrepreſenta- 
tions, have never been able to diſtinguiſh between our 
Enemies and Friends. We have ſeen a great Part of 
the Nation's Money got into the Hands of thoſe who, 
by their Birth, Education, and Merit, could pretend 
no higher than to wear our Liveries ; while others, 
who, by their Credit, Quality, and Fortune, were 
only able to give Reputation and Succeſs to the Re- 
volution, were not only laid afide, as dangerous and 
uſeleſs, but loaden with the Scandal of Jacobites, 
Men of Arbitrary Principles, and Penſioners to France; 
while Truth, who is ſaid to he in a Well, ſeemed 
now to be buried there under a Heap of Stones. But 
I remember it was an uſual Complaint among the 
Whizs,T hat the Bulk of Landed Men was not in their 
Intereſts; which ſome of the wiſeſt looked on as an 
ill Omen; and we 1aw it was with the utmoſt Dif- 
ficulty that they could preierve a Majority, while 
the Court and Miniſtry were on their Side, till they 
had learned thoſe admirable Expedients for deciding 
Elections, and influencing diſtant Boroughs, by power - 
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ful Motives from the City. But all this was mere 


Force and Conſtraint, however upheld by moſt dex- 
trous Artifice and Management, until the People be- 
can to apprehend their Properties, their Religion, and 
the Monarchy itſelf in danger; then we ſaw them 

reedily laying hold on the firſt Occaſion to interpoſe. 
But of this mighty Change in the Diſpoſitions of the 
People I ſhall diſcourſe more at large in ſome follow - 
ing Paper; wherein I ſhall endeavour to undeceiveor 
. — thoſe deluded or deluding Perſons, who 
hope or pretend, it is only a ſhort Madneſs in the 
Vulgar, from which they may ſoon recover; where- 
as, 1 believe, it will appear to be very different in its 
Cauſes, its Sympioms, and its Contequences ; and 
prove a great Example to illuſtrate the Maxim L 
lately mentioned, That Truth (however, ſometimes. 
late] will at laſt prevail. 
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comm medioque ut limite curras, 
Trare, ait, moneo: ne ft demiſſior ibis, 


Unda gravet Pennas, fi celfior, ignis adurat. 


T muſt be avowed, that, for ſome Years paſt, there 
[| have been few Things more wanted in Exgland 
than ſuch a Paper as this ought to be: and ſuch as 
I will endeavour to make it, as long as it ſhall be 
found of any Uſe, without entering into the Vio- 
lences of either Party. Conſidering the many griev- 
ous Miſrepreſentations of Perſons and Things, it is 
highly requiſite, at this JunCture, that the People 
throughout the Kingdom ſhould, if poſſible, be ſet 
right in their Opinions, by ſome impartial Hand; 
which hath never been yet attempted ; thoſe who 
have hitherto undertaken it being, upon every Ac- 


count, the leaſt qualified of all Human Kind for ſuch 
a Work, 1 Ie 


We 
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We: live here under a limited Monarchy, and 
under the Doctrine and Diſcipline of an excellent 
Church. Weare unhappily divided into two Parties, 
both which pretend a mighty Zeal for our Religion 
and Government, only they diſagree about the 
Means. The Evils we muſt fence againſt are, on one 
Side, Fanaticiſm and Infidelity in Religion, and An- 
archy, under the Name of a Commonwealth, in 
Government ; on the other Side, Popery, Slavery, 
and the Pretender from France. Now to inform and 
direct us in our Sentiments upon theſe weighty Points, 
here are on one Side two ſtupid illiterate Scribblers, 
both of them Fanaticks by Profeſſion, I mean the 
Review and Obſerwator ; on the other Side, we 
have an open Nonjuror, whoſe Character and Perſon, 
as well as Learning and Good Senſe, diſcovered up- 
on other Subjects, do indeed deſerve Reſpect aid 
Eſteem ; but his Rehearſal and the reſt of his Politi- 
cal Papers are yet more pernicious than thoſe of the 
former two. If the Generality of the People knew 
not how to talk or think, until they have read their 
L:fon in the Papers of the Week, what a Misfortune 
is it that their Duty ſhould be conveyed to them 
through ſuch Vehicles as thoſe? For, let ſome Gen- 
tlemen think what they pleaſe, I cannot but ſuſpect 
that the two Worthies I firſt mentioned, have, in a 
Degree, done Miſchief among us; the mock autho- 
ritative Manner of the one, and the inſipid Mirth of 
the other, however inſupportable to reaſonable Ears, 
being of a Level with great Numbers among the 
lowelt Part of Mankind. Neither was the Author 
of the Rehearſal, while he continued that Paper, 
leſs infeftious to many Perſons of better Figure, who, 
perhaps, were as well qualified, and much leſs pre- 
judiced, to judge for themſelves. 
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IT was this Reaſon that moved me to take the 
Matter out of thoſe rough, as well as thoſe dirty 
Hands; to let the remote and uninſtructed Part of 
the Nation ſee that they have been miſled on both 
Sides, by mad, ridiculous Extremes, at a wide Di- 
ſtance on each Side from the Truth; while the right 
Path is fo broad and plain as to be caſily kept, if 
they were once put into it. 

URTHE&: f had lately entered on a Reſolution 
to take very little Notice of other Papers, unleſs it 
were ſuch where the Malice and Falſhood had ſo 
great a Mixture of Wit and Spirit as would make 
them dangerous; which, in the preſent Circle of 
Scriblers, from Twelve-pence to a Half-penny, I 
could eafily foreſee would not very frequently occur. 
But here again I am forced to diſpenſe with my 
Reſolution, although it be only to tell my Reader 
what Meaſures I am like to take on ſuch Occaſions 
for the future. I was told that the Paper called The 
Obſervator, was twice filled laſt Week with Remarks 
upon a late Examin:r. Theſe I read, with the firſt 
Opportunity, and, to ſpeak in the News-writersPhraſe, 
they gave me Oc: aſian for many Speculutions. 1 ob- 
ſerved, with ſingular Pleaſure, the Nature of thoſe 
Things, which the Owners of them uſually call 
Hnfewers, and with what Dexterity this matchleſs 
Author had fallen into the whole Art and Cant of 
them. To tranſcribe here and there three or four 
detatch'd Lines of leaſt Weight in a Diſcourſe, and 
by a fooliſh Comment, miſtake every Syllable of the 
Meaning, is what I have known many, of a ſuperior 
Claſs to this formidable Adverſary, entitle an A. 
This is what he hath exactly done in about thrice as 
many Words as my whole Diſcourſe; which is ſo 
mighty an Advantage over me, that I ſhall by no 
means engage in ſo unequal a Combat; but, as far 
as 
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as I can judge of my own Temper, entirely diſmiſs 
him for the future ; heartily wiſhing he had a Match 
exactly of his own Size to meddle with, who ſhould 
only have the odds of Truth and Honeſty, which, 
as I take it, would be an effectual Way to ſilence him 
for ever. Upon this Occaſion I cannot forbear a 
ſhort Story of a Faratick Farmer, who lived in my 
Neighbourhood, and was ſo great a Diſputant in 
Religion, that the Servants in all the Families there- 
abouts reported, how he had confuted the Biſhopand 
all his Clergy. I had then a Footman who was 
fond of reading the Bible; and I borrowed a Com- 
ment for him, which he ſtudied ſo cloſe that in a 
Month or two I thought him a Match for the Far- 
mer. They diſputed at ſeveral Houſes, with a Ring 
of Servants and other People always about them ; 
where Ned explained his Texts ſo full and clear to 
the Capacity of his Audience, and ſhewed the Infig- 
nificancy of his Adverſary's Cant, tothe meaneſt Un- 
derſtanding, that he got the whole Country of his 
Side, and the Farmer was cured of his Itch of Diſ- 
putation for ever after. 

THz worſt of it is, that this Sort of outrageous 
Party-writers I have ſpoke of above, are like a 
couple of Make-bates, who inflame ſmall Quarrels 
by a thouſand Stories, and by keeping Friends at a 
Diſtance hinder them from coming to a good Un- 
derſtanding ; as they certainly would, if they were 
ſuffered to meet and debate between themſelves: For 
let any one examine a reaſonable honeſt Man of ei- 
ther Side, upon thoſe Opinions in Religion and Go- 
vernment which both Parties daily buffet each other 
about; he ſhall hardly find one material Point in 
Difference between them. I would be glad to aſk 
a Queſtion about tar Great Men of the late Mini- 
itry, How they came to be Whigs? And, by what 
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Figure of Speech half a Dozen others, lately put in- 
to great Employments, can be called Tories? 1 doubt 
whoever would ſuit the Definition to the Perſons, 
muſt make it directly contrary to what we underſtood 
it at the 'Time of the Revolution. 

Is order to remove theſe Miſapprehenſions among 
us, | believe it will be neceſſary, upon occaſion, to 
detect the Malice and Falſhood of ſome popular Max- 
ims which thoſe Idiots ſcatter from the Preſs twice a 
Week, and draw an hundred abfurd Conſequences 
from them. 

For Example; I have heard it often objefted as a 
great Piece ot Inſolence in the Clergy, and others, 
to ſay or hint that the Church gv i» Dancer, when 
it was voted otherwiſe in Parliament ſome Years ago; 
and the Queen herſelf, in her laſt Speech, did open- 
ly condemn all ſuch infinuations. NotwithRanding 
which, I did then, and do ſtill believe the Church 
hath, fince that Vote, been in very imminent Dan- 
ger; and, I think, I might then have ſaid fo, without 
the leaſt Offence to her Majeſty, or either of the two 
Houſes. The Queen's Words, as near as | can re- 
member, mentioned the Church being in Danger 
from her Aaminiftration ; and whoever ſays or thinks 
that, deſerves, in my Opinion, to be hanged for a 
Traitor: But, that the Church and State may be 
both in Danger under the beſt Princes that ever 
reigned, and without the leaſt Guilt of theirs, is ſuch 
a Truth asa Man muſt be a great Stranger to Hiſtory 
and Common Senle, to doubt. The wiſeſt Prince on 
Earth may be forced by the Neceſſity of his Affairs, 
and the preſent Power of an unruly Faction, or de- 
ceived by the Craft of ill-deſigning Men. One or 
two Miniſters, moſt in his Confidence, may at firſt 
have good Intentions but grow corrupted by T:me, 
by Avarice, by Love, by Ambition, ard have fairer 
'T ernis 
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Terms offered them, to gratify their Paſſions or 
Intereſts, from one Set of Men than another, until 
they are too far involved for a Retreat; and ſo be 
forced to take /even Spirits more wicked than them- 
ſelves. This is a very poſũble Caſe; and will not 
the lajt State of ſuch Men be worſe than the firſt ? 
that is to ſay, will not the Publick, which was 
ſafe at firſt, grow in Danger by ſuch Proceedings 
as theſe ? And ſhall a faithful Subject, who foreſees 
and trembles at the Conſequences, be called diſa e- 
ed, becauſe he delivers his Op:nion, although the 
Prince declares, as he juſtly may, that the Danger is 
not owing to his Adminiſtration ? Or ſhall the Prince 
himſelf be blamed, when, in ſuch a Juncture, he puts 
his Affairs into other Hands, with the univerſal 
Applauſe of hi People? As to the Vote againft 
thoſe who ſhould affirm the Church was in Danger, 
I think, it likewiſe referred to Danger from, or under, 
the Queen's Adminiſtration (for I neither have it by 
me, nor can ſuddenly have recourſe to it;) but if 
it were otherwiſe, I know not how 1t can refer to 
any Dangers but what were paſt, or at that Time 
preſent ; or how it could affect the Future, unleſs the 
Senators were all i»/pired, or at leaſt that Majority 
which voted it : Neither do | ſee any Crime, further 
than ill Manners, to differ in Opinion from a Majority 
of either or both Houſes; and that il Manners, I 
muſt confeſs, I have been often guilty of for ſome 

Years pait, although I hope I never ſhall again. 
AvoTHER Topick of great uſe to theſe weekly 
Inflamers, is the young Pretender in France, to 
whom their whole Party is in a high Meaſure in- 
debted for all their Greatneſs ; and whenever it lies 
in their Power they may perhaps return their Ac- 
knowledgements, as, out of their Zeal for frequent 
Revoiutions, they were ready to do to his ſuppoſed Fa- 
| ther, 
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ther; which is a Piece of Secret Hiftory that I hope 
will one Day ſee the Light; and I am fure it ſhall, if 
ever I am Maſter of it, without regarding whoſe Ears 
may tingle. But at preſent the Word Pretender is a 
Term of Art in their Profeſſion. A Secretary of State 
cannot defire leave to reſign, but the Pretender is at 
bottom; the Queen cannot diſſolve a Parliament, 
but it is a Plot to dethrone herſelf and bring in the 
Pretender ; half a ſcore Stock-jobbers are playing the 
knave in Exchange-alley, and there goes the Preten- 
der with a Sponge. One would be apt to think they 
bawl out the Pretender ſo often, to take off the Terror; 
or tell ſo many Lyes about him, to ſlacken our Cau- 
tion; that when he is really coming, 6y their Conni- 
<©ance, we may not believe them; as the Boy ſerved 
the Shepherds about the coming of the N, Or per- 
haps they ſcare us with the Pretender, becauſe they 
think he may be like ſome Diſeaſes that come with a 
Fright. Do they not believe that the Queen's pre- 
ſent Miniſtry love her Majeſty, at leaſt as well as 
fome others loved the Church? And why is it not as 
great a Mark of Diſa fection now, to ſay the Queen is 
in Danger, as it was ſome Months ago to affirm the 
fame of the Church? Suppoſe it be a falſe Opinion, 
that the Queen's Right is &ereditary and indefeaſible ; 
yet how is it poſſible that thoſe who hold and believe 
ſuch a Doctrine, can be in the Pretender Intereſt ? 
His Title is weakened by every Argument that 
Hers: It is as plain as the Words of an 

Act of Parliament can make it, That her preſent Ma- 
jeſty is Heir to the Survivor of the late King, and 
Queen her Siſter: Is not that an Hereditary Right ? 
What need we explain it any farther ? | have known 
an Article of Faith expounded in much looſer and 
more general Terms, and that by an Author whoſe 
Opinions are very much followed by a certain Party. 
Suppote 
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Suppoſe we go further, and examine the Word In- 
Ai ſfeaſible, with which ſome Writers of late have 
made themſelves ſo merry : I confeſs it is hard to 
conceive how any Law, which the ſupreme Power 
makes, may not by the ſame Power be repealed; ſo 
that I ſhall not determine, whether the Queen's 
Right be indefeafible or no. But this I will main- 
tain ; that whoever affirms it ſo, is not guilty of a 
Crime; for in that Settlement of the Crown after the 
Revolution, where her preſent Majeſty is named in 
Remainder, there are (as near as I can remember) 
theſe remarkable Words, To aich wwe bind ourſelves 
and our Poſterity for ever. Lawyers may explain this, 
and call them Words of Form, as they pleaſe ; and 
Reaſoners may argue, that ſuch an Obligation is a- 
gainſt the very Nature of Government ; but a plain 
Reader, who takes the W ord: in their natural Mean- 
ing, may be excuſed in thinking a Right ſo con- 
firmed is indefeafeble ; and if there be an Abſurdity 
in ſuch an Opinion, he is not to anſwer for it. 


P. S. WHEN this Paper was going to the Preſs, 
the Printer brought to me two more Ob/erwvators 
wholly taken up in my Examiner upon Lying, 
which 1 was at the Pains to read ; and they are 
juſt tuch an Anſwer as the two others I have 
mentioned, 'This is all I have to fay on that 
Matter. 
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Qi ſunt boni cives? Nui Belli, qui domi de patrid 
bene merentes, nife qui patriæ beneficia memincrunt ? 


Will employ this preſent Paper upon a Subject 
which of late hath very much aftected me, which 
I have confidered with a great deal of Application, 
and made ſeveral Enquiries about, among thoſe Per- 
ſons who, I thought, were beſt able to inform me; 
and if I deliver my Sentiments with ſome Freedom, 
I hope it will be forgiven, while I accompany it with 
that Tenderneſs which ſo nice a Point requires. 
I sA1D in a former Paper | Number xiii.] that 
one ſpecious Objection to the late Remoyals at 
Court was the Fear of giving Uneaſineſs to a Gene- 
ral, who hath been long ſucceſsful Abroad; and ac- 
cordingly, the common Clamour of "Tongues and 
Pens, tor ſome Months paſt, hath run againſt the 
Baieneſs, the Inconſtancy, and Ingratitude of the 
whole Kingdom to the Duke of 1azlborough, in re- 
turn 
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turn of the moſt eminent Services that ever were per- 
formed by a Subject to his Country; not to be 
equalled in H iſtory. And then, to be ſure, ſome bit- 
ter Stroke of Detraction againit Alexander and Cæſar, 
who never did us the leaſt Injury. Beſides, the Peo- 
ple who read Plutarch come upon us with Parallels, 
drawn from the Greeks and Romans, who ungrate- 
fully dealt with I know noc how many of their molt 
deterving Generals ; while the protounder Politicians 
have ſeen Pamphlets, where Tacitus and Machiavel 
have been quoted to ſhew the Danger of too reſplen- 
dent a Merit. If a Stranger ſhouid hear theſe furi- 
ous Outcries of Ingratitude againit our General, 
without knowing the Particulars, he would be apt to 
enquire, Where was his 'Tomb, or whether he were 
allowed Chriſtian Burial ? not doubting but we had 
put him to ſome ignominious Death. Or, Hath he 
deen tried for his Life, and very narrowly eſcaped ? 
Hath he been accuſed of High Crimes and Miſde- 
meanours ? Has the Prince ſeized on his Eſtate, and 
left him to ſtarve? Hath he been hooted at as he 
paſſed the Streets, by an ungrateful Rabble ? Have 
neither Honours, Offices, nor Grants been conferred 
on him or his Family ? Have not he and they been 
barbarouſly ftript of them all? Have not he and his 
Forces been ill paid Abroad? And doth not the 
Prince, by a icanty limited Commiſion, hinder him 
from purſuing his own Methods in tne Conduct of 
the War? Hath he no Power at all of diſpoſing of 
Commiſhons as he pleaſeth ? Is he not ſeverely uſed 
by the Minittry or Parliament, who yearly call him 
to a ſtrict Account? Has the Senate ever thanked 
him for good Succeſs, and have they not always pub- 
lickly cenſured him for the leaft Mutcarriage? Will 
the Acculers of the Nation join iſſue upon any of 
theſe Particulars ; or, tell us in what Point our damn- 


able 
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able Sin of Ingratitude lies? Why, it is plain and 
clear; for while he is commanding abroad, the Queen 
diſſolveth her Parliament, and changeth her Miniſtry 
at home; in which «niver/al Calamity no leſs than 
two Perſons, allied by Marriage to the General, have 
loſt their Places. Whence comes this wonderful 
Sympathy between the Civil and Military Powers ? 
Will the Troops in Flanders refuſe to fight, unleſs 
they can have their own Lord Keeper, their own 
Lord Prefident of the Council, their own chief Go- 
vernor of reland, and their own Parliament? In a 
Kingdom where the People are free, how came they 
to be ſo fond of having their Counſels under the In- 
fluence of their Army, or thoſe that lead it? who, in 
all well inſtituted States, had no Commerce with 
the Civil Power, farther than to receive their Orders, 
and obey them without Reſerve. 

WHex a General is not ſo popular, either in his 
Army or at home, as one might expect from a long 
Courſe of Succeſs ; it may, perhaps, be aſcribed to 
his I iſdom, or perhaps to his Complexion. The 
Poileſſion of ſome one Quality, or a Defect in /ome other, 
will extremely damp the People's Favour, as well as the 
Love of the Soldiers. Beſides, this is not an Age to 
produce Favourites of the People, while we live un- 
der a Queen who engroſſeth all our Love and all our 
Veneration; and where the only Way for a great Ge- 
neral or Miniſter to acquire any Degree of ſubordinate 
Affection from the Publick, muſt be by all Marks of 
the moſt entire Submiſſian and Reſp+&# to her Sacred 
Perſon and Commands; otherwite no Pretence of 
great Services, either in the Field or the Cabinet, 
will be able to ſcreen them from univerſal Hatred. 

Bur the late Miniſtry was cloſely joined to the 
General, by Friendſhip, Intereſt, Alliance, Inclina- 
tion, and Opinion, Which cannot be affirmed of the 

I preſent ; 
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preſent ; and the Ingratitude of the Nation lieth in 
the People's joining as one Man, to wiſh that ſuch a 
Miniſtry ſhould be changed. Is it not at the fame 
Time notorious to the whole Kingdom, that nothing 
but a tender Regard to the General was able to pre- 
ſerve that Miniſtry ſo long, until neither God nor 
Man could ſuffer their Continuance ? Yet in the 
higheſt Ferment of Things, we heard few or no 
Reflections upon this great Commander; but all 
ſeemed unanimous in wiſhing he might ftill be at the 
Head of the Confederate Forces ; only at the ſame 
time, in caſe he were reſolved to reſign, they choſe 
rather to turn their 'Thoughts ſomewhere elie than 
throw up all in Deſpair. And this I cannot but 
add, in Defence of tae People, with regard to the 
Perſon we are ſpeaking of ; that in the high Station 
he hath been for many Years pait, his real Defects 
(as nothing human is without them] have, in a de- 
tracting Age, been very ſparingly mentioned, either 
in Libels or Converſation, and all his Succeſſes very 
freely and univeriaily applauded 

THERE is an active and a paſſive Ingratitude : 
Applying both to this Occaſion, we may ſay, the 
firit is when a Prince or People returns good Services 
with Cruelty or ill Uſage; the other is, when good 
Services are not at all. or very mcanly rewarded. 
We have already ſpoke of the former; let us there- 
fore, in tne ſecond Place, e amine now the Services 
of our General have been rewarded ; and whether, 
upon that Article, either Prince or People have been 
guilty of Ingratitude. 

Ju os are the mot valuable Rewards which are 
given to us, from the certain Knowledge of the Do- 
nor that they fit cu. Temper bejt : 1 ſhall therefore 
lay nothing of the Titie of Cake, or the Garter, 
Wich de Queen beſtow:d upon the General in the 

Beginning 
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beginning of her Reign; but I ſhall come to more 
Subſtantial Inſtances, and mention nothing which 
hath not been given in the Face of the World. 
The Lands of Woodftock may, I believe, be reckon- 
ed worth 4c,0c0/7. on the building of Blenbeim 
Caſtle 200,000 J. have been already expended, al- 
though it be not yet near finiſhed ; the Grant of 
coco . per Aram, on the Poſt Office, is richly 
worth 1c, ooo J. his Principality in Germany may 
be computed at 30,000 /. Pictures, Jewels, and other 
Gifts from foreign Princes, 60,005 /. the Grant 
at the Pall-mall, the Rangerſhip, Sc. for want of 
more certain Knowledge, may be called 10,000 J. 
his own and his Ducheſs's Employments, at five 
Years Value, reckoning only the known and avow- 
ed Salaries, are very low rated at 100,000/. Here 
is a good deal above half a Million of Money; 
and, I dare ſay, they who are loudeſt with the 
Clamour of Ingratitude, will readily own that all 
this is but a Trifle, in Compariſon: of what is un- 
told. | 

Tae Reaſon of my ſtating this Account is only 
to convince the World that we are not quite fo un- 
grateful either as the Greeks or the Romans; and in 
order to adjuſt this Matter with all Fairneis, 1 ſhall 
confine myſelf to the latter, who were much the 
more generous of the two A victorious General of 
Rome, in the Height of that Empire, having cxtire- 
ly jubdued his Enmic, was rewarded with a larger 
Triumph, and perhaps a Statue in the Forum, a Bull 
for a Sacrifice, an embroidered Garment to appear 
in, a Crown of Laurel, a Monumental Trophy 
with Inſcriptions, ſometimes tive hundred or a Thou- 
ſand Copper Coins were ſtruck on Occaſion of the 
Victory, which, doing honour to the General, we will 
place to his Account; and laſtly, ſometimes, although 
not 
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not v uently, a triumphal Arch. Theſe ate 
all LE = I can = mind, which a vi- 
Aorious General received after his Return from the 
moſt glorious wy — ; having cor quered ſome 
great — ot rought the King himſelf, his Fa- 
mily, and Nobles, to adorn the Triumph in Chains; 
and made the Kingdom either a Roman Province, ot, 
at beſt, a poor * State, in humble Alliance 
to that Empire. Now, of all theſe Rewards, I find 
but two which were of real Profit to the General, the 
Laurel-Crown, made and ſent him at the Charge of 
the Publick, and the mbroidered Garment ; but I 
cannot find whether this laſt was paid for by the Se- 
nate or the General : However we will take the more 
favourable Opinion ; and in all the reſt admit the 
whole Expence as if it were ready Money in the 
General's Pocket. Now, according to theſe Com- 
putations on both Sides, we will draw up two fair 
Accounts; the one of Reman Gratitude, and the other 
- Britiſb Ingratitude, and ſet them together in Ba- 
ance. 
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A Bill of Roman Gratitude. 
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A Bill of Barrigy 
Ingratitude. 
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Tuis is an Account of the viſible Profits on both 
Sides; and if the Roman General had any private 
Perquiſides, they may be eafily diſcounted, and by 
more probable Computations ; and differ yet more, 
upon dhe Balance, if we conſider that all the Gold 
and Silver for Safeguards and Contributions, and all 
waluable Prizes taken in the War, were openly ex- 
poſed in the Triumph, and then lodged in the Ca- 
pitol for the public Service. 

So that, upon the whole, we are not yet quite ſo 
bad at worſt as the Romans were at f. And I 
doubt thoſe who raiſe this hideous Cry of Ingrati- 
tude may be mightily miſtaken in the Conſequences 
they propoſe from ſuch Complaints. I remember a 
Saying of Seneca, Multos ingratos invenimus, plures 
facimus, We find many ungrateful Perſons in the 
World, but we make more, by ſetting too high a Rate 
upon our Pretenſions, and undervaluing the Rewards 
we receive. When unreaſonable Bills are brought 
in, they ought to be taxed, or cut off in the Middle. 
Where there have been long Accounts between two 
Perſons, I have known one of them perpetually 
making large Demands, and preſſing for Payments, 
who, when the Accounts were caſt up on both Sides, 
wae found to be Debtor for ſome Hundreds. I am 
thinking, if a Proclamation were iſſued out for every 
Man to ſend in his Bil of Meritæ, and the loweſt 
Price he ſet them at, what a pretty Sum it would 
amount to, and how many ſuch Iſlands as this muſt be 
ſold ro pay them. I form my Judgment from the 
Practice of thoſe who ſometimes happen to pay them- 
ſelves; and, I dare affirm, would not be ſo unjuſt to 
take a Farthing more than they think is due to their 
Deſerts. I will inſtance only in one Article: A* Lady 


3 Suppoſed to be her late Majeſty Queen Arne. 
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of my Acquaintance appropriated twenty-ſix Pounds 
a Year, out of her own Allowance, for certain Uſes, 
which her Woman * received, and was to pay to the 
Lady or her Order, as it was called for. But after 
Eight Years, it appeared, upon the ftricteſt Calcula- 
tion, that the Woman had paid but Four Pounds a 
Year, and ſunk two and twenty for her own Pocket. 
It is but ſuppoſing, inſtead of Twenty - ſix Pounds, 
Twenty-ſix thouſand ; and by that you may judge 
what the Pretenſions of modern Merit are, where it 
happens to be its own Paymaſter. 


a The Matter was this: At the Quzzx's Acceſſion to the 
Government, ſhe uſed to lament to me, that, the Crown being 
impoveriſhed by former Gants, ſhe wanted the Power her Pre- 
deceſſors had enjoyed to reward faithful Servants ; and the de- 
fired me to take out of the Privy Purſe 2000 J. a Year, in order 
to purchaſe for my Advantage. — As her MaJjrsTyY was ſo good 
to provide for my Children, and as the Offices I enjoyed by her 
Favour brought me in more than I wanted I conſtantly declin- 
ed it, till the Time—ſhe was pleaſed to diſmiſs me from her Ser- 
vice. Then indeed—1 ſent the Qu EN one of her own Let- 
ters, in which ſhe had preſſed me to take the 2000 l. a Year ; 
and I wrote at the ſame Time to alk her MAIJ ESTV, whether ſhe 
would allow me to charge in the Privy Purſe Accounts, which 
I was to ſend her, that yearly Sum rem the Time of the Offer, 
amounting to 18, c . Her MAIESI V was pleated to anſwer, I 
might charge it. This therefore I did. Account of the Condu#t 
of che Dæsrager Ducieſs of Marlborough, p. 294, 295. 


THE 


[53] 


THE 


EXAMINER. 


— 


NUMBER XVII. 


Thurſday, Nr 30, 1710. 
AR s 


Quas res luxuries in flagitiis, avaritia in rapinis, 
ſuperbia in contumeliis efficere potuiſſet; eas omnes 


fcſe, hoc uno Pretore per triennium, pertuliſſe 
aicbant, 


— 


7 HEN I firſt undertook this Paper, I was re- 
ſolved to concern myſelf only with Things, 

and not with Perſant. Whether I have kept or 
broken this Reſolution, I cannot recollect; and I 
will not be at the Pains to examine, but leave the 
Matter to thoſe little Antagoniſts who may want a 
Topick for Criticiſm. Thus much LI have diſcover- 
ed, that it is in Writing as in Building; where, 
atter all our Schemes and Calculations, we are 
mightily deceived in our Accounts, and often forced 
to make uſe of any Materials we can find, that che 
Work may be kept a going. Beſides, to ſpeak my 
Opinion, the Things ] have Occaſion to mention are 
io cloſely linked to Peron, that nothing but Time 
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(the Father of Oꝶlivion ) can ſeparate them. Let 
me put a parallel Caſe: Suppoſe I ſhould complain, 
that laſt Week my Coach was within an Inch of 
overturning in a ſmooth even Way, and drawn by 
very gentle Horſes ; to be ſure all my Friends would 
immediately lay the Fault upon John, becauſe they 
knew he then prefided in my Coach box. Again, 
ſuppoſe I ſhould diſcover ſome Uneafineis to find my- 
ſelf, I knew not how, over Head and Ears in Debt, 
although I were ſure my Tenants paid their Rents 
very well, and that I never ſpent all my Income: 
they would certainly adviſe me to turn off Mr. Old- 


fox my Receiver, and take another. If, as a Juſtice 


of Peace, I ſhould tell a Friend, that my Warrants 
and Mittimu;'s were never drawn up as I would have 
them ; that I had the Misfortune to ſend an honeſt 
Man to Gaol and diſmiſs a Knave ; he would bid 
me no longer truſt Charles and Harry, my two 
Clerks, whom he knew to be ignorant, wilful, aſ- 
ſuming, and ill-inclined Fellows. If I ſhould add, 
that my Tenants made me very uneaſy with their 
Squabbles and Broils among themſelves ; he would 
counſel me to caſhier Will Bigamy*, the Seneſchal of 
my Manor. And, laftly, if my Neighbour and I 
happened to have a Miſunderſtanding about the De- 
livery of a Mage, what could I do leſs than ſtrip 
and diſcharge the 6/undecring or malicious Raſcal who 
carried it ? 

Ir is the fame Thing in the Conduct of public Af- 
fairs, where they have been managed with Raſhneſs 
or \Vilfulneſs, Corruption, Ignorance, or Injuſtice. 
Barely to relate the Facts, at leaſt while they are 


*L.G rn. 

b E. S——4, and H. 51: were at this Time Se- 
cretaries of State. 
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freſh in Memory, will as much reflect upon the Per- 
ſons concerned, as if we had told their Names at 
length. 

HAVE, therefore, _ thought of _ — 

ient, uently practiſed with great 

— by Artes Writers; which is that of look- 
ing into Hiſtory for ſome Character bearing a Re- 
ſemblance to the Perſon we would deſcribe ; and with 
the abſolute Power of altering, adding, or ſuppreſ- 
ſing what Circumſtances we pleaſe, I conceive we 
muſt have very bad Luck, or very little Skill, to 
fail. However, ſome Days ago in a Coffee-Houſe, 
looking into one of the politick weekly Papers, I 
found the Writer had fallen into this Scheme ; and I 
happened to light on that Part where he was deſcrib- 
ing a Perſon, who from ſmall Beginnings grew (as I 
remember) to be Conſtable of France, and hada very 
haughty imperious * 72 I took the Author for a 
Friend to our Faction (for fo, with great Propriety 
of Speech, they call the Queen and Miniftry, almoſt 
the whole Clergy, and Nine Parts in Ten of the King- 
dom ;) and I ſaid to a Gentleman near me, that 
although I knew well enough what Perſons the Au- 
thor meant, yet there were — Particulars in the 
Huſband's Character, which I could not reconcile; 
for that of the Lady, it was juſt and adequate enough. 
But it ſeems I miſtook the whole Matter, and ap- 
plied all I had read to a Couple of Perſons, who were 
not at that Time in the Writer's Thoughts. 

Now, to avoid ſuch a Misfortune as this, I have 
been for ſome time conſulting Livy and Tacitus, to 
find out the Character of a Princeps Senatus, a Præ- 
tor Urbanus, a Queſftor Ararius, a Caſari ab Epi- 
folis, and a Proconjul : But, among the worſt of 
them, I cannot diſcover one from whom to draw a 
Parallel, without doing Injury to a Roman Memory : 

E 4 So 
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So that I am compelled to have Recourſe to Tully. 
Bat, this Author relating Facts only as an Orator, 
I thought it would be beſt to obſerve his Method, 
and make an Extract from fix Harangues of his 
againſt Verres, only ſtill preſerving the Form of an 
Oration, I remember, a younger Brother of mine, 
who deceaſed abaut two Months ago, preſented the 
World with a Speech of Alcibiades, againſt an Athe- 
nian Brewer. Now I am told for certain, that in thoſe 
Days there was noAle in Athens, therefore thatSpeech, 
or at leaſt a great Part of it, muſt needs be ipurious. 
The Difference between my Brother and me is this; 
He makes Alcibiadis fay a great deal more than he 
really did, and I make Cicers ſay a great deal leſs. 
This Verres had been the Roman Governor of Sicily 
for thre? Yeazs ; and on his Return from his Go- 
vernment, the S:c:/:ans entreated Cicero to impeach 
him in the Senate; which he accordingly did in ſeve- 
ral Orations ; from whence I have faithtully tranſlat- 
ed and abſtracted that which follows: 


% My Lords, 


« Pernicious Opinion hath for ſome Time 
*« prevailed, not only at R:me, but among our 
neighbouring Nations, that a Man who hath Mo- 
** ney enough, although he be ever ſo guilty, can- 
not be condemned in this Place. But, however 
* induſtriouſly this Opinion be ſpread, to caſt an O- 
dium on the Senate, we have brought before your 
** Lordſtips Cazus Ferres, a Perſon, for his Life and 
Actions, already condemned by all Men: But, as 
he hopes and gives out, by the Influence of his 
Wealth to be here abſolved ; in condemning this 
Man you kave an Opportunity of bely ing that ge- 


3 Earl of Murten, Lord Lieutenant ef Irclang, 
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"* neral Scandal, of redeeming the Credit loft by for- 
* my 7=dgmnts, and recovering the Love of the Ko- 
* nan People, as well as of our Neighbours. I have 
* brought here a Man before you, my Lords, who 
js a Robber of the Public Treaſure, an Overturner 
* of Law and Juftice, and the Diſgrace as well as the 
„ Dcftruction of the Sic:/ian Province, of whom if 


* you thall determine with Equity and due Severity, 


your Authority will remain entire, and upon ſuch 
* an Eſtabli'!hment as it ought to be > But if his great 
„ Riches will be able to force their Way through 
* that religious Reverence and Truth which become 
% ſo awful an Afiembly ; I ſhall, however, obtain 
„thus much, That the Defect will be laid where 
„ jt ought; and that it ſhall not be objected, the 
Criminal was not produced, or that there wanted 
„an Orator to accuſe him. This Man, my Lords, 
* hath publickly ſaid, That thoſe ought to be afraid 
* of Accutationswho have onlyrobbed enough fortheir 
* own Support and Maintenance ; but that he hath 
** plundered ſufficient to bribe Numbers; and that 
nothing is ſo High or Holy which Money cannot 
corrupt. Take that Support from him, and !:- 
can have no other left: For what Eloquence w:i:! 
* be able to defend a Man, whoſe Life hath ben 
** tainted with ſo many ſcandalous Vices, and h 
** hath been ſo long condemned by the univerial - 
** pinion of the World? To pais over the foul 
** Stains and Ignominy of his Youth, his corrupt 
Management in all Employments he hath borne, 
his Treachery and Irreligion, his Injuſtice and Op- 
** prethon, he hath left, of late, ſuch Monuments of 
his Villainies in Szcz/y, made ſuch Havock ard 
Coufuſion there, during his Government, that the 
. Province cannot by any meaus be reftored to its 
former State, and hardly recover itſelf at all under 

many 
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© many Years, and by a | Succeſſion of good 
© Governors. While this Man governed in that 
& Iſland, the Szcil:ans had neither the Benefit of our 
Laws, nor their own, nor even of common Right. 
In Sicilh no Man now poſſeſſeth more than what 
© the Governor's Luſt and Avarice have overlooked, 
© or what he was forced to neglect, out of mere 
« Wearineſs and Satiety of Oppreſſion. Every thing, 
** where he prefided, was determined by his arbitrary 
W ill; and the beſt Subjects he treated as Enemies. 
To recount his abominable Debaucheries would of- 
* fend any modeſt Ear, ſince ſo many could not pre- 
* ſerve their Daughters and Wives from his Luft, 
© | beleve there is no Man who ever heard his 
Name, that cannot relate his Enormities. We 
* bring before you in Judgment, my Lords, a pub- 
* lick Robber, an Adulterer, a DeFiLEr or Al- 
© TARS *, an Enemy of Religion and all that is ſa- 
* cred. In Sicily he ſold all Employments of Judica- 
« ture, Magiſtracy, and Truſt, Places in the Coun- 
s cil, and the Prie/thood itſelf, to the higheſt Bidder; 
and hath plundered that Iſland of Forty Millions of 
«* Seſterces. And here I cannot but obſerve to your 
** Lordſhips, in what Manner Ferres paſſed the 
Day: The Morning was ſpent in taking Bribes 
and ſelling Employments, the reſt of it in Drunk- 
* enneſs and Luft. His Diſcourſe at Table was 
ſcandalouſly unbecoming the Dignity of his Sta- 
* tion ; Nuiſe, Brutality, and Obſceneneſs. One Par- 
<* ticular I cannot omit; that in the high Character 
* of Governor of S:c:/y, upon a ſolemn Day, a Day 
< {et apart for publick Prayer for the Safety of the 
* Commonwealth, he ſtole at Evening in a Chair, 


2 The Story of the Lord Wharton is true; who, with fome 
ether Wretches, went into a Pulpit, and defiled it in the moſt 
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«to a married Woman of infamous Character, a- 
« oainſt all Decency and Prudence, as well as a- 
« gainſt all Laws both Human and Divine. Didſt 
« thou think, O FYerres ! the Government of Sicily 
« was given thee with ſo large a Commiſſion, only, 
« by the Power of that, to break all the Bars of Law, 
« Modeſty, and Duty; to ſuppoſe all Mens Fortunes 
« thine, and leave no Houle free from thy Rapine 
« or Luſt? &c. 


Tuis Extract, to deal ingenuouſly, hath coſt me 
more Pains than I think it is worth ; having only 
ſerved to convince me, that modern Corruptions are, 
not to be paralleled by ancient Examples, without 
having Recourſe to Poetry or Fable. For inflance, 
I never read in Story of a Law enacted to take 
away the Force of all Laws whatſoever ; by which 
a Man may ſafely commit upon the laſt of June 
what he would infallibly be hanged for if he commit- 
ted it on the firſt of July; by which the greateſt Cri- 
minals may eſcape, provided they continue long e- 
nough in Power to antiquate their Crimes, and, by 
ſtifling them a while, can deceive the Legiſlature into 
an Amneſty; of which the Enactors do not at that 
Tune foreſee the Conſequence. A cautious Merchant 
will be apt to ſuſpect, when he finds a Man who has 
the repute of a cunning Dealer, and with whom he 
hath old Accounts, urging for a general Releaſe. 
When | reflect on this Proceeding, I am not ſurpriſed 
that thoſe who contrived a Parliamentary Sponge for 
their Crimes, are now afraid of a new Revolution 
Sponge for their Money: And if it were poſſible to 
contrive a Sponge that could only affect thoſe who 
had need of the other, perhaps it would not be ill 
employed. + 
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Quippe nbi fas verſum atque nefas, tot bella per orbem, 
Tam mult& Scelerum facies 


Am often violently tempted to let the World 

freely know who the Author of this Paper is, to 
tell them my Name and Titles at length; which 
would prevent Abundance of inconſiſtent Criticiſms 
I daily hear upon it. Thoſe who are Enemies to 
the Notions and Opinions I would advance are ſome- 
times apt to quarrel with the Examiner, as defective 
in Point of Wit, and ſometimes of Truth. At other 
Times they are ſo generous and candid to allow it is 
written by a Club, and that very great Hand; have 
Fingers in it. As for thoſe who only appear its Ad- 
verſaries in Print, they give me but very little Pain. 
The Paper I hold, lies at my Mercy, and I can go- 
vern it as I pleaſe; therefore, when I begin to find 
the Wit too bright, the Learning too deep, and the 
Satire too keen for me to deal with (a very ** 
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Caſe no doubt, where a Man is conftantly attacked 
by ſuch ſhrewd Adverſaries) I peaceably fold it up, 
or fling it aſide and read no more. It would be hap- 
py for me to have the ſame Power over People's 
Tongues, and not be forced to hear my own Worx 
railed at, and commended, fifty times a Day; affecting 
all the while a Countenance wholly unconcerned, and 
joining, out of Policy or Good Manners, with the 
judgment of both Parties: This, I confeſs, is too 
great a Hardſhip for ſo baſhful and unexperienced a 
Writer. 

Bur, alas, I lie under another Diſcouragement 
of much more Weight. I was very unfortunate in 
the Choice of my Party, when I ſet up to be a Wri- 
ter. Where 1s the Merit, or what Opportunity to 
diſcover our Wit, our Courage, or our Learning, in 
drawing our Pens for the Detence of a Cauſe, which 
the Que ex and both Houſes of Parliament, and nine 
Parts in ten of the Kingdom, have ſo unanimouſly 
embraced ? I am cruelly afraid we politick Authors 
muſt begin to leſſen our Expences, and lie, for the 
future, at the Mercy of our Printers. All Hopes are 
now gone of writing ourſelves into Places or Penfions. 
A certain ſtarveling Author, who worked under the 
late Adminiſtration, told me, with a heavy Heart, 
about a Month ago, that he, and ſome others of his 
Brethren, had ſecretly offered their Service, dog- 
cheap, to the preſent Miniſtry, but were all refuſed ; 
and are now maintained by Contribution, like Fa- 
cobites or Fanaticks. I have been of late employed, 
out of perfect Commiſeration, in doing them good 
Offices: For, whereas ſome were of Opinion that 
theſe hungry Zealots ſhould not be ſuffered any longer 
in their malapart Way, to ſnarl at the preſent 
Courſe of publick Proceedings; and whereas others 
propoſed that they ſhould be limited to a certain 

Number, 
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Number, and permitted to write for their Mafter:s, 
in the ſame Manner as Counſel are aſſigned for other 
Criminals; that is, to ſay all they can in Defence of 
their Client, but not reflect upon the Court. I 
humbly gave my Advice, that they ſhould be ſuffer- 
ed to write on, as they uſed todo; which I did 
purely out of regard to their Perſons ; for I hoped it 
would keep them out of Harm's Way, and prevent 
them from falling into evil Courſes ; which, although 
of little Conſequence to the Publick, would certainly 
be fatal to themſelves. If I have room, at the Bot- 
tom of this Paper I will tranſcribe a Petition to the 
eſent Miniſtry, ſent me by one of theſe Authors, 
in behalf of himſelf and Fourſcore of his Brethren. 
Fox my own Part, notwithitanding the little En- 
couragementto be hoped for at this time from theMen 
in Power, I ſhall continue my Paper 'till either the 
World or myſelf grow weary of it: The latter is eaſily 
determined; and for the former, I ſhall not leave it to 
the Partiality of either Party, but to the infallible 
Judgment of my Printer. One principal End I deſign- 


ced by it, was to undeceive thoſe well-meaning People, 


who have been drawn unawares into a wrong Senſe 
of Things, either by the common Prejudices of Edu- 
cation and Company, the _ Perſonal Qualities of 
ſomeParty-leaders, or the foul Miſrepreſentations that 
were conitantly made of all who durft differ from 
them in the ſmalleſt Article. I have known ſuch 
Men ſtruck with the Thoughts of ſome late Changes, 
which, as they pretend to think, were made without 
any Reaſon vitible to the World. In anſwer to this, 
it is not ſufficient to alledge, what no body doubts, 
that a good and wile Prince may be allowed to 
change his Miniſters without giving a Reaſon to 
his SubjeQs; becauſe it is probable that he will not 
make fuck a Change without very importantReaſons a 
an 
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and a good Subject ought to ſuppoſe, that in ſuch a 
Caſe there are ſuch Reaſons, although he be not ap- 

iſed of them; otherwiſe he muſt inwardly tax his 
Prince of Capriciouſneſs, Inconſtancy, or ill Deſign. 
Such Reaſons, indeed, may not be obvious to Perſons 
prejudiced, or at a great Diſtance, or ſhort Thinkers; 
and therefore if they be no Secrets of State, nor any 
ill Conſequences to be apprehended from their Pub- 
lication, it is no uncommendable Work in any private 
Hand to lay them open for the Satisfaction of all 
Men. And, if what I have already faid, or ſhall 
hereafter ſay, of this Kind, be thought to reflect up- 
on Perſons, although none have been named, I know 
not how it can poſſibly be avoided. The Queen, in 
her Speech, mentions, with great Concern, that the 
Navy and other Offices are burthened with hbeawy 
Debts ; and defires that the like may be prevented far 
the Time to come. And, if it be now poſlible to pre- 
vent the Continuance of an Evil that hath been fo 
long growing upon us, and is arrived to ſuch a 
Height; ſurely thoſe Corruptions and Miſmanage- 
ments muſt have been great, which firſt introduced 
them, before our Taxes were eaten up by Annuities. 

Ir I were able to rip up and diſcover, in all their 
Colours, only about Eight or Nine thouſand of the 
moſt ſcandalous Abuſes that have been committed in 
all Parts of publick Management, for Twenty Years 
pak by a certain Set of Men and their Inſtruments, 

ſhould reckon it ſome Service to my Country and 
Poſterity. But, to ſay the Truth, I ſhould be glad 
the Authors Names were conveyed to future Times 
along with their Actions. For although the preſent 
Age may underſtand well enough the little Hints we 
give, the Parallels we draw, and the Characters we 
deſcribe; yet all this will be loſt to the next. However, 
if theſe Papers, reduced into a more durable Form, 


ſhould 
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ſhould happen to live until our Grand- children be 
Men, I hope they may have Curioſity enough th 
conſult Annals and compare Dates, in order to find 
out what Names were then intruſted with the Conduct 
of Affairs, in the Conſequences whereof themſelves 
will ſo deeply ſhare ; hike a heavy Debt in a private 
Family, which often lies an Incumbrance upon an 
Eſtate for three Generations. 

Bur leaving the Care of informing Poſterity to 
better Pens, I thall, with due Regard to Truth, Diſ- 
cretion, and the Safety of my Perſon from the Men 
of the new-fongled Moderation, continue to take all 

roper Opportunities of letting the milled Part of the 
People ſee how grofly they have been abuſed, and 
in what Particulars. | ſhall alſo endeavour to con- 
vince them that the preſent Courſe we are in is the 
moſt probable Means, with the Bleſſing of God, to 
extricate ourſelves out of all our Difficulties. 

Auox q thoſe who are pleaſed to write or talk 
againſt this Paper, l have obſerved a ſtrange Manner 
ot Reaſoning, which I ſhould be glad to hear them 
explain themieives upon. They make no Ceremony 
of exclaiming; upon all Occaſions, againſt a Change 
of Miniſtry, in fo critical and dangerous a Conjun- 
Eture. What ſhall we, who heartily approve and 
join in thoſe Proceedings, ſay in Defence of them? 
We own the juncture of Affairs to be as they de- 


ſcribe : We are puſhed for an Anſwer, and are forced 


at laſt freely to conteis, that the Corruptions and 
Abuſes in every Branch of the Adminiſtration were ſo 
numerous and intolerable, that all Things muſt have 
ended in Ruin, without ſome ſpeedy Reformation. 
This I have already aſſerted in a former Paper; and 
the Replics I have read, or heard, have been in plain 
Terms to afirm the direct contrary : and not only 
to defend and celebrate the late Perſons and Proceed- 


inge, 
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ings, but to threaten me with Law and Vengeance 
for caſting Reflections on ſo many great and honour- 
able Men, whoſe Birth, Virtues, and Abilities, whoſe 
Morals and Religion, whoſe Love of their Country, 
and its Conſtitution in Church and State, were ſo 
univerſally allowed; and all this ſet off with odious 
Compariſons, reflecting on the preſent Choice: Is 
not this in plain and direct Terms to tell all the World 
that the Queen hath, in a moſt dangerous Crifi-, 
turned out a whole Set of the beſt Miniſters that ever 
ſerved a Prince, without any manner of Reaſon, but 
her Royal Pleaſure, and brought in others of a Cha- 
racer directly contrary? And how fo vile an Opi- 
nion as this can conſiſt with the leaſt Pretence to 
Loyalty or good Manners, let the World determine. 
| coxFEss myſelt fo little a Refiner in Poli- 
ticks, as not to be able to diſcover what other Mo- 
tive, beſides Obedience to the Que tx, a Senſe of 
publick Danger, and a true Love of their Country, 
joined with invincible Courage, could ſpirit up thote 
great Men who have now, under her Majeſty's Au- 
thority, undertaken the Direction of Affairs. What 
can they expect but the utmoſt Efforts of Malice, ſrom 
a Set of enraged domeſtick Adverſaries, perpetually 
watching over their Conduct, croſſing all their De- 
ſigns, and uſing every Artto foment Diviſions among 
them, in order to join with the weakeſt, upon any 
Rupture ? The Difficulties they muſt encounter are 
Nine times more and greater than ever; and the Pro- 
ſpects of Intereſt, after the Reapings and G/ranings of 
{0 many Years, Nine times leſs. Every Misfortune 
at home or abroad, although the neceflary Con- 
iequence of former Counſels, will be imputed to 
them; and all the good Succeſs given to the Merit 
of former Schemes. A Sharper hath held your Cards 
a the Evening, plaid Booty, and Joſt your Money, 
Vor VII. F and 
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and, when Things are almoſt deſperate, you employ 
an honeſt Gentleman to retrieve your Loſſes. 

I wopLD aſk, Whether the Queen's SyrEcCu 
doth not contain her Intentions, in every Particular, 
relating to the Publick, that a good Subject, a Bri- 
ton, and a Proteſtant can poſſibly have at Heart? To 
carry on the War in all its Parts, particularly in Spain, 
evith the utmoſt Vigour, in order to procure a ſafe and 
honourable Peace {or Us and our Allies; to find ſome 
Ways of paying the Debts of the Nawy ; to ſupport and 
encourage the Church of England ; to preſerve the 
Britiſh Conftitution, according to the Union; to main- 
tain the Indulgence byLaw allowed to ſcrupulons Con- 
Sciences ; and to employ none but ſuch as are for the 
Proteftant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover. It 1s 
known enough, that Speeches on theſe Occaſions are 
ever digeſted by the Advice of thoſe who are in the 
chief Confidence; and conſequently, that theſe are 
the Sentiments of her Majeſty's Miniſters, as well as 
her own; and, welee, the two Houſes have unani- 
mouſly agreed with her in every Article. When the 
leaſt Counterpaces are made to any of theſe Reſolu- 
tions, it will then be time enough for our Malecon- 
tents to bawl out Popery, Perſecution, Arbitrary Pow- 
er, and the Pretender. In the mean while it is a lit- 
tle hard to think that this Iſland can hold but fix 
Men of Honeſty and Ability enough to ſerve their 
Prince and Country; or that our Safety ſhould de- 
pend upon their Credit, any more than it would up- 
on the Breath in their Noftrils. Why ſhould not a 
Rewoluticn in the Miniſtry be ſometimes neceſſary, 
as well as a Rewoluticn in the Crown? It is to be pre- 
ſumed the former is at leaſt as lawful in itſelf, and 
perhaps the Experiment not quite ſo dangerous. 
The Rewolution of the Sun round the Earth was for- 
merly thought a neceſſary Ex pedient to ſolve Appear- 

ances 
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ances although it left many Difficulties unanſwered ; 
until Philoſophers contrived a better, which is, that 
of the Earth's Revolution about the Sun. This is 
found, upon Experience, to ſave much Trouble and 
Labour, to corre& many irregular Motions, and is 
better ſuited to the Reſpect due from a Planet to a 
fixed Star. 
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Sunt guibus in ſatyra widear nimis acer, et ultra 
Legem tendere opus: fine nervis altera quicquid 
Compoſui pars t putat =— 


HEN the Printer came laſt Week for his 

Copy, he brought along with him a Bundle 

of thoſe Papers, which, in the Phraſe of Vhig-Coſfee- 
houſes, have bing d off the Examincr ; moſt of which 
I had never ſeen or heard of before. I remember, 
ſome time ago, in one of the Tatlers, to have read 
a Letter, wherein ſeveral Reaſons are aſſigned for the 
reſent Corruption and Degeneracy of our Taſte; 
— I think the Writer hath omitted the principal one, 
which I take to be the Prejudice of Parties. Neither 
can J excuſe either Side of this Infirmity : I have 
heard the arranteſt Drivellers PY and Con commend- 
ed for their Shrewdneſs, even by Men of tolerable 
ſudgment; and the beſt Performances exploded, as 
Nonſenſe and Stupidity. This, indeed, may * 
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be imputed to Policy and Prudence; but it is chiefly 
owing to that Blindneſs which Prejudice and Paſſion 
caſt over the Underſtanding : — this becauſe 
I think it properly within my Province, in Quality 
of 1 having granted more than 1s 
uſual for an Enemy to do, I muſt now take leave to 
ſay, that ſo weak a Cau/e, and ſo ruined a Faction 
were never provided with Pens more reſembling their 
Condition, or leſs ſuited to their Occaſions. 

Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus iſtis, 

Tempus eget 

Tuts is the more to be wondered at, when we 
conſider that they have the full Liberty of the Preſs ; 


that they have no other Way left to recover them» 
ſelves ; and that they want not Men of excellent 


Parts to ſet their Arguments in the beſt Light they 


will bear. Now, if two Men would argue on both 
Sides with Fairneſs, good Senſe, and good Manners, 
it would be no ill Entertainment to the Town, and, 

rhaps, be the moſt effeftual Means to reconcile us. 
But I am apt to think, that Men of great Genius 
are hardly brought to proſtitute their Pens in a very 
odious Cauſe ; which, beſides, is more properly un- 
dertaken by Noiſe and Impudence, by groſs Railing, 
and Scurrility, by Calumny and Lying, and by lit- 
tle trifling Cavils and Carpings in the wrong Place, 
_ thoſe Whiflers uſe for Arguments and An- 

wers. 

I was well enough pleaſed with a Story of one 
of theſe Anſwerers, who, in a Paper laſt Week, found 
many Faults with a Calculation of mine. Bein 
it ſeems, more deeply learned than his Fellows, he 
was reſolved to begin his Anſwer with a Latin Verſe, 
as well as other Folks. His Buſineſs was to look out 
tor ſomething againſt an Examiner that would pre- 

F 3 tend 
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tend to tax Accounts; and, turning over Virgil, he 
had the Luck to find theſe Words, 


— Fyugiant examina taxos : 


So down they went, and out they would have come, 
if one of his unlucky Prompters had not hindered it. 

InEar declare, once for all, that if theſe People 
will not be quiet, I ſhall take the Bread out of their 
Mouths, and anſwer the Examiner myſelf ; which J 
proteſt I have never yet done, although I have been 
often charged with it; neither have thoſe Anſwers 
been written or publiſhed with my Privity, as mali- 
cious People are pleaſed to give out; nor do I believe 
the common I higgiſb Report, That the Authors are 
hired by the Miniſtry, to give my Paper a Value. 

Bur the Friends of this Paper have given me 
more Uneaſineſs with their Impatience, than its Ene- 
mies by their Anſwers, I heard myſelf cenſured, laſt 
Week, by ſome of the former, for promiſing to diſ- 
cover the Corruptions of the late Adminiſtration, but 
never performing any thing. The latter, on the 
other Side, are thundering out their 4nathemas a- 
gainſt me, for diſcovering io many. I am at a Loſs 
how to decide between theſe Contraries, and ſhall 
therefore proceed my own Way, as I have hither- 
to done; my Deſign being of more Importance than 
that of writing only to gratify the Spleen of one Side, 
or provoke that of the other, although it may occa- 
fionally have both Effects. 

I 5HALL therefore go on to relate ſome Facts, 
that, in my humble Opinion, were no Hindrance to 
the Change of the Miniſtry. : 

Tu firſt that I ſhall mention, was That of intro- 
ducing certain new Phraſes into the Court Style, 
which had been very ſeldom, or never, made ule of 

in former Times. 'They uſually ran in the follow- 
| | ing 
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ing Terms: Madam, I cannot ſerve you while ſuch 
« a One is in Employment. I deſire, humbly, to re- 
« fign my Commiſſion, if Mr. continues Secre- 
« tary of State. I cannot anſwer that the City will 
lend Money, unleſs my L—d —— be Preſident 
« of the Council. I muſt beg leave to ſurrender, ex- 
« cept has the Staff. I muſt not accept the 
« Seals, unleſs comes into the other Office.” 
This hath been the Language, of late Years, from 
Subjects to their Prince. Thus they ſtood upon Terms, 
and muſt have their own Conditions to ruin the Na- 
tion. Nay, this dutiful Manner of capitulating had 
ſpread ſo far, that every Underſtrapper began at length 
to perk up and aſſume; he expected a Regiment; or his 
Son muſt be a Major; or his Brother a Collector; elſe 
he threatened to wote according to his Conſcience. 

AxoTHeR of their glorious Attempts was the 
Clauſe intended in the Bill for the Encouragement of 
Learning, by taking off the Obligation upon Fellows 
of Colleges, in both Univerſities, to enter upon Ho- 
ly Orders: The Deſign of which, as I have heard 
the Undertakers often confeſs, was to remove the 
Care of educating Youth out of the Hands of the 
Clergy, who are apt to infuſe into their Pupils too 
great a Regard for the Church and the Monarchy. 
But there was a farther Secret in this Clauſe, which 
may beſt be diſcovered by the Projectors, or, at 
leait, the Garblers of it ; and theſe are known to be 
Collins and Tindal, in Conjunction with a moſt pious 
Lawyer, their Diſciple. 

Wxrar ſhall we Ey to their prodigious Skill in 
Arithmetick, diſcovered io conſtantly in their Deciſion 
of Elections; Where they are able to make out, by 
the Rule of Falſe, that Three were more than Three 
and twenty, and Fifteen than Fifty? Nay, it was a 
Maxim, which I never heard any of them diſpute, 

FS: --: that 
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that in determining Elections they were not to con- 
ſider where the Right lay, but which of the Candi- 
dates was likelier to be true to the Cauſc. This they 
uſed to illuſtrate by a very apt and decent Similitude 
of gaming with a Sharper; if you cannot cheat as 
wel as he, you are certainly undone. 

AxoTuaer Caſt of their Politicks was that of en- 
deavouring to impeach an innocent Ladys, for no 
Reaſon imaginable, but her faithful and diligent Ser- 
vice to the Queen, and the Favour her Majeſty bore 
to her upon that Account, when others had ated 
contrary, in ſo ſhameful a manner. What elſe was 
the Crime? Had ſhe treated her Royal Miſbreſi avith 
Liſolence or Neglect? Had ſhe enriched her/il 7 by a 
long Practice of Bribery, er oltcining exortitant 
Grants? Had ſhe engreſcd ber NMlaj 't Fawours, 
cuitbeut admitting any Acceſs but thr ough her Moans ? 
Had ſhe heaped E mployments upon herſelf, her Family, 
ard Deperdants ? Had ſhe an impericus haughty Beha - 
* Or, after all, was it a perfect Blunder and 
Miſtake of ne Perſon for ancther? I have heard of 
a Man who lay all Night on a rongh Pavement, and 
in the Morning wondring what it could poſhbly be 
that made him reſt ſo ill, happening to ſee a Featiier 
under him, imputed the Ungafineſs of his Lodging 
to that. I remember likewiſe the Story of D Giant 
in Pabelais, who uſed to feed upon /7 n,, but 
was unfortunately choaked with 'a ſmall Lump of 
freßb Buttir, before a warm Oven. 

Ax p here I cannot but obſerve how very refined 
tome People are in their Generoſity and Ceratitude. 
There is a certain great Perſon I ſhall! not fay of 
what Sex) who for many Years paſt was the con- 
Cant Mark and Butt, againſt which our preſent Male- 
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contents uſed to diſcharge their Reſentment; upon 
whom they beſtowed all the Terms of Scurrility 
that Malice, Envy, and Indignation could inv ent; 
whom they publickly accuſed of every Vice that 
can poſieſs a human Heart; Pride, Covetouſneſs, In- 
gratitude, Oppreſſion, Treachery, Diſſimulation, Vi- 
olence, and Fury, all in the higheſt Extremes: But 
of late they have changed their Language on a ſud- 
den; that Perſon is now the moſt faithful and juſt 
that ever ſerved a Prince; that Perſon originally 
differing from them in Principles, as far as Eaſt from 
Weſt, but united in Practice, and falling together, 
they are now reconciled, and find twenty Reſem- 
blances between each othcr, which they could never 

diſcover before. Tati eft, ut placeam tibi, perire! 
Bur to return: How could it be longer ſuffered 
in a free Nation, that all Avenues to Preferment 
ſhould be ſhut up, except a very few ; when one or 
two ſtood conftant Centry, who docked all Favours 
handed down, or ſpread a huge inviſible Net between 
the Prince and Subject, through which nothing of 
Value could pats? And here I cannot but admire 
at one Conſequence from this Management, which 
is of an extraordinary Nature. Generally ſpeaking, 
Frinces, who have ill Miniſters, are apt to ſuffer 
in their Reputation, as well as in the Love of the Peo- 
ple: But it was not ſo with the Queen. When the 
Sun is overcaſt by thoſe Clouds he exhales from the 
Farth, we ſtill acknowledge his Light and Influence, 
and at laſt find he can diſpel, and drive them down 
to the Horizon. The wiſelt Prince, by the Neceſſity 
of Affairs, the Miſrepreſentations of deſigning Men, 
or the innocent Miſtakes even of a good Predeceſſor, 
may find himſelf encompaſled by a Crew of Courtiers 
wiom Time, Opportunity, and Succeſs have miſe- 
rably corrupted. Ard if he can fave himſelf and his 
Pcople 
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People from Ruin, under the vorff Adminiſtration, 
what may not his Subjects hope for, when, with 
their univerſal Applauſe, he changeth Hands, and 
maketh uſe of the %? 

AnoTHER great Objection with me againſt the 
late Party, was the cruel Tyranny put upon 
Conſcience, by a barbarous Inquiſition, refuſing to ad- 
mit the leaſt Toleration or Indulgence. They impoſed 
an hundred T:fts, but could never be prevailed on 
to diſpenſe with, or take off, the ſmalleſt, or even ad- 
mit of occaſional Conformity; but went on daily (as 
their Apoſtle Tindal expreſſeth it) narrowing their 
Terms of Communion, pronouncing Nine Parts in Ten 
of the Kingdom Hereticks, and ſhutting them out of 
the Pale of their Church. Theſe very Men who talk 
ſo much of a Comprehenſion in Religion among us, 
how came they to allow ſo little of it in Politicks, 
which is their Sole Religion? You ſhall hear them 
pretending to bewailthe Animoſities kept up between 
the Church of England and Diſſenters, where the 
Differences in Opinion are fo few and inconſiderable; 
yet theſe very Sons of Moderation were pleaſed to ca- 
communicate every Man who diſagreed with them in 
the ſmalleſt Article of their Political Creed, or who 
refuſed to receive any new Article, how difficult ſo- 
ever to digeſt, which the Leaders impoſed at Plea- 
{ure, to ſerve their own Intereſt. 

I wiLL quit this Subject for the preſent, when I 
have told one Story. There was a great King in 
*© Scythia, whoſe Dominions were bounded on the 
North by the poor mountainous Territories of a 
*< petty Lord, who paid Homage, as the King's Wal- 
fal. The Scythian Prime Miniſter, being largely 
** bribed, indirectly obtained his Maſter's Content 
to ſuffer this Lord to build Forts, and provide him- 
** {elf with Arms, under Pretence of preventing the 

* Inroads 
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« Tnroads of the Tartars. This little N 
« Sovereign, finding he was now in a Condition to 
« be troubleſome, began to inſiſt upon Terms, and 
i threatned, upon every Occaſion, to unite with 
% the Tartars : Upon which the Prime Miniſter, 
« who began to be in pain about his Head, propoſed 
&« a Match betwixt his Maſter and the only Daugh- 
<« terof this tributary Lord, which he had the good 
« Luck to bring to paſs; and from that Time valu- 
„ ed himſelf as Author of a moſt glorious Union 
*« which indeed was grown of abſolute Neceſſity by 
his Corruption.” This Paſſage, cited literally 
from an old Hiſtory of Sarmatia, I thought fit to 
ſet down, on purpoſe to perplex little ſmattering 


Remarkers, and put them upon the hunt for an Ap- 
plication. 


THE 


[ 76 ] 


THE 


EXAMINER. 


— 


— 


NUMBER XX. 


Thurſday, December 21, 1710. 


— Pugnacem ſcirent ſapicute minorem. 


i Am very much at a loſs how to proceed upon 
the Subject intended in this Paper, which a new 
Incident hath led me to engage in. The Subject I 
mean, is that of Soldiers and the Army; but being 
a Matter wholly out of my Trade, I ſhall handle it 
in as cautious a Manner as I am able. 

Ir is certain that the Art of War hath ſuffered 
great Changes, almoſt in every Age and Country of 
the World ; however there are fome Maxims relat- 
ing to it that will be eternal Truths, and which 
every reaſonable Man muſt allow. 

Iz; the early Times of Greece and Rome, the Ar- 
mies of thoſe States were compoſed of their Citizens, 
who tock no Pay, becauſe the Quarrel was their 
own, and therefore the War was uſually decided in 

ac Campaign; or, if it laſted longer, yet in Win- 
ter the Sodi rs returned to their ſeveral Callings, and 
Were 


Ne, xx EXAMINER. 77 


were not diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the People. 
The Gothick Governments in Exrope, although they 
were of military Inſtitution, yet obſerved almoſt the 
ſame Method. I ſhall inſtance only here in Exglaud: 
Thoſe who held Lands 7» capite of the King, were 
obliged to attend him in his Wars, with a certain 
— of Men, who all held Lands from them at eaſy 
Rents, on that Condition. Theſe fought without Pay ; 
and, when the Service was over, returned again to 
their Farms. It is recorded of William Rnfus, that, 
being abſent in Normandr, and engaged in a War 
with his Brother, he ordered twenty thouſand Men 
to be raiſed and ſent over from hence, to ſupply his 
Army; but having ſtruck up a Peace before they 
were embarked, he gave them leave to diſband, u 
Condition they would pay him ten Shillings a Man, 
which amounted to a mighty Sum in thoſe Days. 
ConstDER a Kingdom as a great Family, where 
of the Prince is the Father, and it will appear plainly 
that mercenary Troops are only Servants armed, ei- 
ther to awe the Ch:/arer at home, or elſe to defend, 
from Invaders, the Family, who are otherwiſe em- 
ployed, and chuſe to contribute out of their Stock for 
paying their Defenders, rather than leave their Affairs 
to be neglected in their Abſence. The Art of making 
Soldiery a Trade, and keeping Armies in Pay, ſeems 
in Euree to have had two Originals; the firſt was 
Uſurpatisn,whe: popula: Men deſtroyed the Liberties 
of their Country, aud {erzed the Power into their own 
Hands, which they were forced to maintain by hirin 
Guards to bridle the People. Such were anciently the 
Tyrants in molt of the ſmall States of Greece ; and 
{uch were thoſe in ſevera! Parts of Italy, about three 
or four Centuries ago, as Machiavel informs us. 
Ihe other Original of mercenary Armies ſeems to 
nave riſen from largerKingdoms,orCommonycalths, 


which 
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which had ſubdued Provinces at a Diſtance, and were 
forced to maintain Troops upon them, to prevent 
Inſurretions from the Natives. Of this Sort were 
Macedon, Carthage, and Rome of old ; Yenice and 
Holland, at this day; as well as moſt Kingdoms of 
Europe. So that mercenary Forces in a free State, 
whether Monarchy or Commonwealth, ſeem only ne- 
ceſſary, either for preſerving their Conqueſts (which 
in ſuch Governments it is not prudent to extend too 
far) or clic for maintaining a War at a diſtance. 

Ix this laſt, which at preſent is our moſt import- 
ant Caſe, there are certain Maxims that all wiſe 
Governments have obierved. 

THe firſt I ſhall mention is, That no private Man 
ſnhould have a Commiſhon to be General for Life, let 
his Merit and Services be ever ſo great. Or, if a 
Prince be unadviſedly brought to offer ſuch a Com- 
miſton in one Hand, let him {to fave Time and 
Blood) deliver up his Crown with the other. The 
Romans, in the Height and Perfection of their Go- 
vernment, uſually {ent out one of their new Conſuls to 
be General againlt their molt formidable Enemy, and 
recalled the old one, who often returned before the 
next Election; and, according as he had Merit, was 
ſent to command in ſome other Part, which, perhaps 
was continued to him for a ſecond, and ſometimes a 
third Year. But if Poulus Æmilius, or Scipio him- 
ſelf, had preſumed to move the Senate to continue 
their Commrigons for Li, they would certainly 
have fallen a Sacrifice to the Jealouſy of the People. 
Cz/ar, indeed (between whom and a certain General, 
ſome of late, with much Diſcretion, have made a 
Prall) had his Command in Gau continued to 
him for five Years, and was afterwards made per- 
petual Di#ator, that is to ſay General for Life, which 
gave him the Power and the Will of utterly deſtroy ing 

| the 
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the Roman Liberty. But in his Time the Roman; 
were very much degenerated, and great Corruption, 
had crept into their Morals and Diſcipline. How- 
ever, we ſee there ſtill were ſome Remains of a noble 
Spirit among them; for when Cæſar ſent to be 
choſen Conſul, notwithſtanding his Abſence, they 
decreed he ſhould come in Perſon, give up his 
Commands, and petere more majorum. 

IT is not impoſſible but a General may defire ſuch 
a Commiſſion out of Inadvertency, at the In/ligation 
of his Friends, or, perhaps, of his Enemies ; or mere- 
ly for the Benefit and Honour of it, without intend- 
ing any ſuch dreadful! Conſequences ; and in that Caſe 
a wiſe Prince, or State, may barely refuſe it, with- 
out ſhewing any Marks of their Diſpleaſure. But 
the Requeſt, in its own Nature, is highly criminal, 
and ought to be entered ſo upon Record, to terrify 
others, in Time to come, from venturing to make 
it. 
AxoTHER Maxim to be obſerved by a free State 
engaged in War, is to keep the military Power in 
abſolute Subjection to the Civil, nor ever ſuffer the 
former to influence or interfere with the latter. A 
General and his Army are Servants, hired by the 
Civil Power, to act as they are directed from thence, 
and with a Commithon, large or limited, as the 
Adminiftration ſhall thiak fit ; for which they are 
largely paid in Profit and Honour, The whole Sy- 
ſtem by which Armies are governed, is quite alien 
from the peaceful Inſtitutions of States at home; 
and if the Rewards be ſo inviting as to tempt a Se- 
nator to take a Poſt in the Army, whilſt he 1s there 
on his Duty, he ought to conſider himſelf in no 
other Capacity. I know not any Sort of Men fo 
apt as Soldiers are, to reprimand thoſe who pre- 
tume to interfere in what relates to their Trade. 
x : When 
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When they hear any of us, in a Coffee-houſe, won- 
dering that ſuch a Victory was not purſued ; com- 
plaining that ſuch a Love coſt more Men and Mon 

than it was worth to take it ; or that ſuch an Oppor- 
tunity was loſt of fighting the Enemy; they pretently 
reprove us, and often with Juſtice enough, for meddling 
in Matters out of our Sphere ; and clearly convince 
us of our Miſtakes, in Terms of Art that none of us 
underſtand. Nor do we eſcape fo, for they reflect, 
with the utmoſt Contempt, on our Ignorance ; that 
we, who fit at home with Eafc and Security, never 
ſtirring from our Fire-fides, ſhould pretend from 
Books, and general Reaſon, to argue upon military 
Affairs; which, after all, if we may judge from the 
Share of Intellectuals in ſome who are ſaid to cxcel 
that Way, is not ſo very profound, or difficult a 
Science. But it there be any Weight in what they 
offer, as perhaps there may be a great dcai, ſure- 
ly theſe Gentlemen have a much weaker Pretence to 
concern themſelves in Matters of the Cabinet, which 
are always either far above, or much beſide their 
Capacities. Soldiers may as well pretend to pre- 
icribe Rules for Trade, to determine Points in Phi- 
lotophy, to be Moderators in an Aſſembly of Di- 
vines, or direct in a Court of ſuſtice, as to miſplace 
their Talent in examining Affairs of State, eſpecial- 
ly in what relates to the Ci of Miniſters, who 
are never ſo likely to be ill choſen as when approv- 
ed by them. It would be endleſs to ſnew how per- 
nicious all Steps of this Nature have been, in many 
Parts and Ages of the World. I ſha!l only produce 
two at preſent ; one in Rome, the other in Fand. 
The firſt is of Ce When he came to the City 
with his Soldiers to /e the Nini, there was an 
End of their Liberty tor ever. 'The tecond was in 
the great Rebellion againſt King Cane the Firſt : 
3 The 
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The King and both Houſes were agreed upon the 
Terms of a Peace ; but the Officers of the Army (as 
Ladlow relates it) ſet a Guard upon the Houſe 
of Commons, took a Lift of the Members, and 
kept all by Force out of the Houſe, except thoſe 
who were for bringing the King to a Trial. Some 
Years after, when they erected a Military Govern- 
ment, and ruled the Iſland by Major G-zerals, we 
received moſt admiral Inftances of their Skill in 
Politicks. To ſay the Truth, ſuch formidable Stick- 
lers can have but two Reaſons for defiring to inter- 
fere in the Adminiſtration ; the firit is that of Ct 
and Cromwell, of which God forbid I ſhould accuſe 
or ſuſpe& any body, fince the ſecond is pernicious 
enough, and that is, To preſerve thoſe in Pwr who 
are for perpetuating a War, rather than ſce others ad- 
wanced, who, they are ſure, will uſe all proper 
Means to promote a ſafe and honourable Peace. 

TaiRDLyY, fince it is obſerved of Armies, that 
in the preſent Age they are brought to ſome Degree 
of Humanity, and a more regular Demeanour to 
each other, and to the World, than in former Times, 
It 1s certainly a good Maxim to endeavour preſerving 
this 'Temper ameng them; without which tlie 
would ſoon degenerate into Sawvegrs. To this End 
it would be prudent, among other Thinss, to forbid 
that deteſtable Cuſtom of drinking to the Damnation, 
or Confuſion, of any Perſon whatlioever. 

SUCH deſperate Acts, and the Opinions infuſed 
along with them into Heads already inflamed b 
Youth and Wine, are enough to ſcatter Madneſs and 
Sedition through a whole Camp. So ſeldom upon 
their Knees to pray, and ſo often to curſe! This is 
not properly Atheiſm, but a Sort of Anti-»+/:vion 
preſcribed by the Devil, and which an Atheiſt of 
common Senſe would icorn as an Abſurdity. I have 
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heard it mentioned as a common Practice laſt Au- 
tumn, /ome=uhere or other, to drink Damnation and 
Confuſion (and this with Circumſtances very aggra- 
vating and horrid) to the new , and to thoſe 
who had any Hand in turning out the c, that is to 
fay, to thoſe Perſons whom her Majeſty has thought 
fit to employ in her greateſt Affairs; with ſomething 
more than a Glance ogainſt the Queen herſelf. And 
if it be true, that theſe Orgies were attended with 
certain doubtful Words, of landing by their General, 
who, without _ abhorred them, let any Man 
conſider the Conſequence of ſuch Diſpoſitions, if they 
ſhould happen to ſpread. I could only wiſh, for 
the Honour of the Army, as well as of the Queen 
and Miniſtry, that a Remedy had been applied to the 
Diſeaſe in the Place and Time where it grew. If 
Men of ſuch Principles were able to propagate them 
in a Camp, and were ſure of a General for Life who 
had any I incture of Ambition, we might ſoon bid 
farewel to Miniſters and Parliaments, whether new 
or old. 

I am only ſorry ſuch an Accident hath happen- 
-d towards the Cloſe of a War, when it is chiefly 
the Intereſt of thoſe Gentiemen who have Poſts in 
the Army, to behave themſelves in ſuch a Manner as 
might encourage the Legiſlature to make ſome Pro- 
vition for then, when there will be no further need 
or their Service. They are to confider themſelves as 
Perſons, by their Education, unqualified for many 
other Stations of Life. Their Fortunes will not ſuf- 
ter them to retain to a Party after its Fall, nor have 
they Weight or Abilities to help towards its Re/ur- 
rec/zen, their future Dependence is wholly upon 
the Prince and Parliament, to which they wiil never 
mate their Way by /olumn Exccration: of the Mini- 
4 AM iniſtry of the Queen's own Election, and 
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fully anſwering the Wiſhes of her People. This un- 
happy Step in ſome of their Brethren may paſs for 
an uncontroulable Argument, that Politicks are not 
their Buſineſs, or their Element. The Fortune of 
War hath raiſed ſeveral Perſons up to ſwelling Titles, 
and great Commands over Numbers of Men, which 
they are too to transfer along with them into 
Civil Life, and appear in all Companies as if they 
were at the Head of their Regiments, with a Sort 
of Deportment that ought to have been dropt behind 
in that ſhort Paſſage to Harwich. It puts me in 
mind of a Dialogue in Lacian, where Charon waft- 
ing one of their Predeceſſors over Styx, ordered him 
- to ſtrip off his Armour and fine Cloaths, yet till 
thought him too heavy; But, ſaid he, put off lile- 
wiſe that Pride and Preſumption, theſe high ſwelling 
Wards, and that Vain-glory ; becauſe they were of 
no uſe on the other Side the Water. Thus, if all 
that Array of Military Grandeur were confined to 
the proper Scene, it would be much more for the 
intereſt of the Owners, and leſs offenſive to their 
tellow Sabjects. 
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Nam & majorum inſtituta tueri, ſacris ceremoniiſque 
 retinendis, ſapientis eſt. 


— Ruituraque ſemper 


Stat ( mirum ! ) moles. 


* Hoever is a true Lover of our Conſtitution, 

muſt needs be pleaſed to ſee what ſucceſs- 
ful Endeavours are daily made to reftore it, in every 
Branch, to its ancient Form, from the languiſhing 
Condition it hath long lain in, and with ſuch deadly 
Symptoms. 

I Have already handled ſome Abuſes during the 
late Management, and ſhall, in convenient Time, go 
on with the reſt. Hitherto I have confined myſelt 
to thoſe of the State; but, with the good Leave 
of ſome who think it a Matter of ſmall moment, 
I ſhall now take Liberty to ſay ſomething of the 
Church. 

Fox 
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Fox ſeveral Years paſt, there hath not, I think, in 
Europe, been any Society of Men upon ſo unhappy 
a Foot as the Clergy of England; or more hardly 
treated by thoſe very Perſons from whom they deſerv- 
ed much better Quarter, and in whoſe Power they 
chiefly had put it to uſe them ſo ill. I would not 
willingly miſrepreſent Facts, but I think it is generally 
allowed, by Enemies and Friends, that the bold and 
brave Defences made before the Revolution, againſt 
thoſe many Invaſions of our Rights, . prin- 
cipally from the Clergy ; who are likewiſe known 
to have rejected all Advances made them to cloſe 
with the Meaſures at that Time concerting ; while 
the Diſſenters, to gratify their Ambition and Revenge, 
fell into the baſeſt Compliances with the Court, ap- 

roved of all Proceedings by their numerous and ful- 
— Addreſſes, and took Employments and Com- 
miſſions by Virtue of the diſpenſing Power, againſt 
the direct Laws of the Land. All this is fo true, 
that if ever the Pretender comes in, they will, next 
to thoſe of his own Religion, have the faireſt Claim 
and Pretenſions to his Favour, from their Merit and 
eminent Services to his ſuppoſed Father, who, with- 
out ſuch Encouragement, would probably never have 
been miſled to go the Lengths he did. It ſhould 
likewiſe be remembered, to the everlaſting Honour of 
the London Divines, that in thoſe dangerous Times 
they writ and publiſhed the beſt Collection of Argu- 
ments againſt Popery that ever appeared in the World. 
At the Revolution, the Body of the Clergy joined 
heartily in the common Cauſe (except a few, whoſe 
Sufferings, perhaps, have atoned for their Miſtakes) 
like Men who are content to go about, for avoiding 
a Gulph or a Precipice, but come into the old ftrait 
Road again, as ſoon as they can. But another Tem- 
per had now begun to prevail : For, as in the Reign 
3 of 
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of King Charles the Firſt, ſeveral well-meaning 
People were ready to join in reforming ſome Abuſes, 
while others, who had deeper Defigns, were ſtill 
calling out for a thorough Reformation, which ended 
at laſt in the Ruin of the Kingdom; fo, after the 
late King's coming to the Throne, there was a reſt- 
leſs Cry, from Men of the ſame Principles, for a 
thorough Revolution, which, as ſome were carrying it 
on, muſt have ended in the Deſtruction of the Mon- 
archy and Church. 
Wuar a violent Humour hath run ever ſince a- 
inſt the Clergy, and from what Corner ſpread and 
 fomented, is, 1 believe, manifeſt to all Men. It 
looked like a ſet Quarrel againſt Chriſtianity; and, 
if we call to mind ſeveral of the Leaders, it muſt, in 
a great meaſure, have been actually ſo. Nothing 
was more common in Writing and Converſation 
than to hear that Reverend Body charged in groſs 
with what was utterly inconſiſtent : deſpiled for their 
Poverty, hated for their Riches; reproached with 
Avarice, and taxed with Luxury ; accuſed for pro- 
moting arbitrary Power, and for reſiſting the Preroga- 
tive; cenſured for their Pride, and ſcorned for their 
Meanneſs of Spirit The Repreſentatives of the lower 
Clergy were railed at, for diſputing the Power of the 
Biſhops, by the known Abhorrers of Epiſcopacy; and 
abuſed tor doing nothing in the Convocations, by 
thoſe very Mien who helped to bind up their Hands, 
The Vice, the Folly, the Ignorance of every ſingle 
Man, were laid upon the Character: Their juriſ- 
diction, Cenſures, and Diſcipline trampled under 
Foot, yet mighty Complaints againſt their exceiſive 
Power: The Men of Wit employed to turn the 
Prieſthood itſelf into Ridicule: In ſhort, groaning 
every where under the Weight of Poverty, Oppret- 
hon, Contempt, and Obloquy, A fair Return - 
c 10 
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the Time and Money ſpent in their Education, to 
fit them for the Service of the Altar; and a fair En- 
couragement for worthy Men to come into the 
Church. However, it may be ſome Comfort for 
Perſons of that Holy Function, that their Divine 
Founder, as well as his Harbinger, met with the like 
Reception: John came neither _— nor drinking, 
and they ſay, He hath a Dewil ; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they ſay, Bchcld a Glutton and 
a Wine-bibber, Oc. 

Ix this deplorable State of the Clergy, nothing 
but the Hand of Providence, working by its glorious 
Inſtrument the Qu EEN, could have been able to 
turn the People's Hearts ſo ſurpriſingly in their Fa- 
vour. This Princeſs, deſtined for the Safety of Eu- 
rope, and a Blefling to her Subjects, began her Reign 
with a noble Benefaction to the Church; and it was 
hoped the Nation would have followed ſuch an Ex- 
ample; which nothing could have S but the 
falſe Politicks of a Set of Men, who form their Maxims 
upon thoſe of every tottering Commonwealth, which is 
always ſtruggling for Life, ſubſiſting by Expedients, 
and often at the Mercy of every powerful Neighbour. 
Theſe Men take it into their Imagination, that I rade 
can never flouriſh, unleſs the Country becomes a com- 
mon Receptacle for all Nations, Religions, and 
Languages; a Syſtem only proper for ſmall popular 
States, dut altogether unworthy and below the Dig- 
nity of an Imperial Crown ; which, with us, is beſt 
upheld by a Monarch in Poſſeſſion of his juſt Prero- 
gative, a Senate of Nobles and of Commons, and a 
Clergy eſtabliſhed in its due Rights, with a ſuitable 
Maintenance by Law. But theſe Men come with 
the Spirit of Shopteepers to frame Rules for the Ad- 
miniſtration of Kingdoms; or, as if they thought the 
whole Art of Government conſilted in the Im- 

G 4 portation 
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rtation of Nutmcgs, and the Curing of Herrings, 
Bach an Ifland as ours can afford enough to ſupport 
the Majeſty of a Crown, the Honour of a Nobility, 
and the Dignity of a Magiſtracy: We can encou- 
rage Arts and Sciences, maintain our * and 
Clergy, and ſuffer our Gentry to live in a decent, 
hoſpitable Manner; yet ſtill there will remain Hands 
ſufficient for Trade and Manufactures, which do al- 
ways, indeed, deſerve the beſt Encouragement, but 
not to a Degree of {ending every living Soul into the 
Warehouſe or the Workhouſe. 

Tuts Pedantry of Republican Politicks hath dane 
infinite Miſchicf among us. To this we owe thoſe 
noble Schemes of treating Chriſtianity as a Syſtem 
of Speculative Opinions, which no Man ſhould be 
bound to believe; of making the Being, and the 
Worſhip of God, a Creature of the State; in con- 
ſequence of theſe, that the Teachers of Religion 
ought to hold their Maintenance at Pleaſure, or live 
by the Alms and charitable Collection of the Peo- 
ple, and be equally encouraged of all Opinions; 
that they ſhould be hte what to teach, by thoſe 
who arc to learn from them, and, upon Default, 
have a S and a Pair of Shoes left at their Door; 
with many other Projects of equal Piety, Wiſdom, 
and Good-rature. 

Bur, God be thanked ! they and their Schemes 
are van ſhed, and /, Places foull know them na 
more. When T think of that Inundat ion of Atheiſm, 
Infdelity, rofaneneſs, and Licentiouſneſs, which 
was like to overwhelm us, from what Mouths and 
Hearts it firft proceeded, and how the People joined 
with the QE ex's Endeavours to divert this Flood; 
cannot but reflect on that remarkable Paſſage in 
the R. c lation, where the Serpent evith SEVEN 
Heads caſt out of' bis Mouth Water after the Bo- 
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man like a Flad, that he nigbt canſe her to be 
carried aa of the led: But the EARTH help- 
ed the W:man, and the Earth opened her Mauth, 
and funll:awd up the Flood which the Dragon had 
ea/l out of his Mouth. For the Queex having 
changed her Miniſtry ſuitable to her own Wiſdom 
and the Withes of her Subjects, and having called a 
Free Parliament, and at the ſame time ſummoned 
the Convocation, by her Royal Writ, os in all 
Times had been accuſtomed; and ſoon after their 
Meeting, ſent a molt gracious Letter to the Arch- 
biſhop of Cantirbury, to be communicated to the 
Biſhops and Clergy of his Province; taking No- 
tice of © the loote and profane Principles which had 
* been openly ſcattered and propagated among her 
Subjects: That the Conſultations of the Clergy were 
particularly requiſite to repreis an prevent ſuch 
* daring Atiempts, for which her Sulſeces, trom all 
* Parts of the Kingdom, have ſhewn their juſt Abhor- 
* rence : She hopes the Eadeavours of tae Clergy, in 
this Reſpect, will not be unſucceſstul; and tor her 
* Part, is ready to give them all at Encouragement 
* to proceed iu the Diſpatch of ſuch buſineſs as pro- 
* perly belongs to them; and to grant them Powers 
* requiſite to carry on ſo good 2 rk: In Conclu- 
con, © earneſtly recommending to them, to avoid 
© Diſputes ; and determining to do all that in her 
* lies to compole and extinguiſh thein.“' 

Ir is to be hoped, that this laſt Part of her 
Majeſty's Letter will be the firit the will pleaſe to 
execute ; for, it ſcems, this very Letter created the 
firſt Diſpute; the Fact whereof was thus rela cd : 
The Upper Houſe having formed an Addreſs to 
the Qu EEx, before they received her Ma'cty's 
Letter, ſent both Addreſs and Letter toge.,uci. to 
the Lower Houte, with a Mellage excufing their 

not 
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not mentioning the Letter in the Addreſs, becauſe 
this was formed before the other was received. 
The Lower Houſe returned them, with a Defire, 
That an Addreſs might be formed, with due Re- 
gard and Acknowledgements for the Letter. Af. 
ter ſome Difficulties, the ſa:ue Addreſs was ſent 
Com again, with a Clauſe inſerted, making ſome 
ſhort mention of the ſaid Letter. This the Lower 
Houſe did not think ſufficient, and ſent it back a- 
gain, with the ſame Requeit : W hereupon the Arch- 
biſhop, after a ſhort Conſultation with ſome of his 
Brethern, immediately adjourned the Convocation 
for a Month; and no Addreſs at all was tent to the 

QUEEN. | 
I uxpER5TASP no: Fccleaſtical Affairs well 
enough 15 comment upon this Matter; but it ſeems 
to me, that ail Methods of doing Service to the 
Church and Kingdom, by means of a C:nwocation, 
may be at any Time eluded, if there be no Reme- 
dy againit ſuch an Iacidcnt. And, if this Pro- 
ceeding be agreeable to the Inſtitution, Hiritual 
Aſjemblies mutt heeds be ſtrangely contrived, very 
different from any Lay Senate yet known in the 
World. Surely, from the Nature of ſuch a Synod, 
it muſt be a very unhappy Circumitance, when the 
Majority of the Biſhops draws one Way, and that 
of the Lower Clergy another. The latter, I think, 
are not at this Time ſuſpected for any Principles 
bordering upon thoſe profeſſed by Enemies to E- 
piſcopacy ; and if they happen to differ from the 
greater Part of the preſent Set of Biſhops, I doubt, 
it will call ſome Things to mind, that may turn 
the Scale of general Favour on the inferior Clergy's 
Side ; who, with a profound Duty to her Maje- 
ſty, are perfectly pleaſed with the preſent Turn of 
Heir. Beſides, curl Perpic will be apt to en- 
| quitt 
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quire into the Dates of ſome Promotions, to call to 
mind what Deſigns were then _— the Anvil ; 
and from thence make malicious Dedufions. Per- 
haps they will obſerve the Manner of Voting on 
the Biſhops Bench, and compare it with what 
ſhall paſs in the Upper Houte of Convocation. 
There is, however, one Comfort, that under the 
preſent Diſpoſitions of the Kingdom, a Diſlike to 
the Proceedings of any of their Lordſhips, even 
to the Number of a Majority, will be purely 
perſonal, and not turned to the Diſadvantage of 
the Order. And for my Part, as I am a true 
Lover of the Church, I had rather find the Incli- 
nations of the People favourable to Epiſcopacy in 

eneral, than ſee a Majority of Prelates cried up 
by thole who are known Enemies to the Charac- 
ter. Nor, indeed, hath any thing given me more 
Offence, for ſeveral Years paſt, tian to obſerve how 
ſome of that Bench have been careſſed by certain 
Perſons ; and others of them openly celebrated by 
the infamous Pens of Atheiſts, Republicans, and 
Fanaticks. | 

Time and Mortality can only remedy theſe In- 
conveniencies in the Church, which are not to be 
cured, like thoſe in the State, by a Change of Mi- 
rijiry. It we may gueſs at the 'Femper of a Con- 
vocation, from the Choice of a Prolccutor, as it is 
uſual to do that of a Houſe of Commons b 
the Speaker, we may expect great Things from 
that Reverend Body, who have done themſelves 
much Reputation by pitching upon a Gent/-man 
of ſo much Piety, Wit, and Learning, for that 
Office; and one who is ſo thoroughly verſed in 
theſe Parts of Knowledge which are proper for 
wk. Iamlorry that the three latin Speeches, de- 
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livexed upon preſenting the Prolocutor, were not 
made publick ; they might, perhaps, have given 
us ſome Light into the Diſpoſition of each Houſe : 
And beſides, one of them is ſaid to be ſo pecu- 
liar in the Style and Matter, as might have made 
up in Ertertairment what it wanted in 1uſtruc- 
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Nullæ funt occultiores inſidiæ, quam ca, que latent in 
femulatione officii, aut in aliguo neceſſitudinis au- 
mine. 


HE following Anſwer is written in the true 

Style, and with the uſual Candour of ſuch 
Pieces; which I have imitated to the beſt of my 
Skill, and doubt not but the Reader will be extreme- 
ly ſatisfied with it. 


The EXAMINER Croſs-examined; or, 
A full Anfaver ta the laſt EXAMINER. 


JF I durſt beſo bold with this Author, I would glad- 
ly aſk him a familiar Queſtion ; Pray, Sir, who 
made you an Examiner ? He talks, in one of his in- 
fipid Papers, of Eight or Nine Thouſand Corruption, 
while Ve are at the Head of Affairs; yet, in all this 

Tune, he hath hardly produced Fifty: 
4 Partu- 
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Parturiunt montes, &c. Hos. 


But I ſhall confine myſelf, at preſent, to his laſt Pa- 
per. He tells us, The Qucen began her Reign with a 
noble Binefuction to the Church. Here's Pricflcraft 
with a Witneſs! This is the conſtant Language of 
your High-fiicrs, to call thoſe who are hired to teach 
the Religion of the Magiſtrate, by the Name of the 
Charch. But this is not all; for in the very next 
Line he ſays, It was hrped the Nation wweuld have 
followed this Example. You fee the Faction begins 
already to ſpeak out: This is an open Demand for 
the Abbey Lands ; this furious Zealot would have us 
Pric/!-ridden again, like our Popiſh Anceſtors ; but it 
is to be hoped the Government will take timely 
Care to ſuppreſs ſuch audacious Attempts ; elſe we 
ha ve ſpent ſo much Blood and Treaſure to very little 
Purpoſe, in maintaining Religion and the Revolution. 
But what can we expect from a Man, who at one 
Blow endeavours to ruin our Trade? A Country, ſays 
he, may fleuriſp (theſe are his own Words) without 
being the common Receptacle for all Nations, Reli- 
7.555 and Languages, What! we muſt immediate- 
y baniſh, or murther, the Palatines; forbid all fo- 
reign Merchants not only the Exchange, but the 
Kingdom; perſecute the Diſſenters with Fire and 
Faggot; and make it High-Treaſon to ſpeak any 
other Tongue but Exg/iſb. In another Place he talks 
of a Serpent with ſeven Heads, which is a manifeſt 
Corruption of the Text; for the Words, ſewen Heads, 
are not mentioned in that Verſe. However, we 
know what Serpent he would mean; a Serpent with 
Feurteen legs; or indeed no Serpent at all, but Seven 
| Men, who were the %% Miniſters, the trueſt 

reteftants, and the moſt d4i/intercfted Patriots that 
ever ſerved a Prince. But nothing is fo indonſiſtent 
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as this Writer. I know not whether to call him a 
Whig or a Tory, a Proteſtant or a Papiſt ; he finds 
fault with Convocations ; ſays, they are Aſſemblies 
ftrangely contrived; and yet lays the Fault upon Us, 
that we bound their Hands: 1 wiſh we could have 
bound their Tongues too. But, as faſt as their Hands 
are bound, they could make a ſhift to hold their 
Pens, and have their Share in the Guilt of ruining 
the hopefulleſt Party and Miniſtry that ever preſcribed 
to a Crown. This captious Gentleman is angry to 
fee a Majority of Prelates cried up by thoſe who are E- 
nemies to the Character. Now I always thought, 
that the Conceffions of Enemies were more to aMan's 
Advantage than the Praiſe of his Friends. Time and 
Mortality, he ſays, can only remedy theſe Inconve- 
niencies in the Church. This is, in other Words, 
when certain Biſhops are dead, we ſhall have others 
of our own Stamp. Not ſo faſt : You are not yet ſo 
ſure of your Game. We have already got one com- 
fartable Loſs in Spain, although by a General of our 
own: For Joy of which, our Junto had a merry 
Meeting at the Houſe of their great Proſelyte, on the 
very Day we received the happy News. One or two 
more ſuch Blows would, perhaps, ſet us right again; 
and then we can employ Mortality as well as others, 
He concludes with wiſhing, that three Letters, ſpoke 
when the Prolocutor was preſented, were made pub- 
lick. I ſuppoſe he would be content with one; 
and that is more than we ſhall grant, to humour 
him. However, I hope he will allow it poſſible to 
have Grace, without either Eloguence or Latin; 
_ is all I ſhall ſay to this malicious Iunu- 
ends, 

Havrxs thus, I hope, given a full and ſatisfuctory 
Anſfever to the Eæaminer's laſt Paper, I ſhall now go 
on to a more important Affair, which is to prove, 
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by ſeveral undeniable Inſtances, that the late Mini- 
ſtry, and their Abettors, were true Friends to the 
Civ:1ch. It is yet, I confeſs, a Secret to the Clergy 
wherein this Friendſhip did conſiſt. For Information; 
therefore, of that Reverend Body, that they may ne- 
ver forget their Benefactors, as well as of all others 
who may be equally ignorant, I have determined to 
diſplay our Merits to the World upon that weighty 
Article. And | could wiſh, that what I am to ſay 
were to be written upon Braſs, for an eternal Memo. 
rial ; the rather becauſe, for the future, the Church 
mutt endeavourto ſtand unſupported by thoſe Patrons 
who expired in doing it their 4% good Office, and will 
never r:/e to preſerve it any more. 

Le r us, therefore, produce the pious Endeavours 
of theic Church Defenders, who were its Patrons by 
their Power and Authority, as well as Ornaments of 
it by their exemplary Lives. th, 

FigsT, St. Paul tells us, There muſt be Her-fies 
in the Church, that the Truth may be manifeſt ; and 
therefore, by due Courſe of Reaſoning, the more 
Hereſies there are, the more manifeſt will the Truth 
be made. This being maturely confidered by theſe 
Lovers of the Church, they endeavoured to propa- 
gate as many Hereſies as they could, that the Light 
of Truth might ſhine the clearer. 

$.covDLyY, To ſhew their Zeal for the Church's 
Defence, they took the Care of it intirely out of 
the Hands of God Almighty (becauſe that was a fo- 
reien Juriſdiction ) and made it their own Creature, 
depending altogether upon them; and iſſued out 
their Orders to 7:ada!, and others, to give publick 
Norice of it. 

Tux. Becauſe Charity is the moſt celebrated 
of all Chriſten Virtues, therefore they extended 
theirs beyond all Lounds z and, initead of ſhutting 
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he Church againſt Diſſentern, were ready to open it 
3 fork. ys its Walls rather than 
that any ſhould want Room to enter. The 8 

of a State, we know, conſiſteth in the Number of 
People, how different ſoever in their Callings ; and 
why ſhould not the Strength of a Church conſiſt 
in the ſame, how different ſoever in their Creeds ? 
For that Reaſon, they charitably attem to a- 
boliſh the Teſt, which tied up ſo many from 
getting Employments, in order to protect the 
Church. - 

I x xow very well that this Attempt is objected 
to us as 8 by ſeveral 24 Tories; and 
denied as a Slander by many unthinking People a- 
mong ourſelves. The latter are apt, in their De- 
fence, to aſk ſich Queſtions as theſe: Was vour 
* Teſt repealed ? Had we not a Majority? Might 
ve not have done it, if we pleaſed? To which 
the others anſwer,” You did what you could: You 
prepared the Way, but you found a fatal Impe- 
** diment from that Quarter whence the Sanction of 
the Law muſt come; and therefore, to ſave your 
Credit, you condemned a Paper to be burnt, 
** which yourſelves had brought in.“ But, alas 
the Miſcarriage of that noble Project for the Safety 
ot the Church had another Original; the Know- 
leage whereof depends upon a Piece of ſecret Hiſto- 
ry, which I ſhall now lay . 

Taese Church Projectors had directed a Preſey- 
_ trrian Preacher to draw up a Bill for repealing 

we 7ſt. It was accordingly done, with great Art; 
and, in the Preamble, ſeveral Expreffions of Civility 
to the Effabliſhed Church; and when it came to the 
Walifications of all tlioſe who were to enter on any 
Ofhce, the Compiler hath taken ſpecial Care to 
make them large erough for all Chri/tiens whatſo- 
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ever, by tranſcribing the very Words (only formed 
into an Oath ) which 2uakers are obliged to profeſs 
by a former Act of Parliament; as I ſhall here ſet 
them down: I, A. B. profeſs Faith in God the Fa- 
* ther, and in Jeſus Chrift his eternal Son, the true 
«© God; and in the Holy Spirit, one God, bleſſed 
* for ever more; and do acknowledge the Holy 
* Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament to be 
given by divine Inſpiration.” This Bill was car- 
ried to the chief Leaders, for their Approbation, 
with theſe terrible Words turned into an Oath. 
What ſhould they do? Thoſe few among them 


| Who fancied they believed in God, were ſure they 


did not believe in Chr:/?, or the Holy Spirit, or 
one Syllable of the Bib/e; and they were as ſure 
that every body knew their Opinion in thoſe Matters, 
which, indeed, they had been always too ſincere to 
diſpuiſe ; how, therefore, could they take ſuch an 
Oath as that, without ruining their Reputation with 
Tindal, Taland, Coward, Collins, Clendon, and all the 
Tribe of Free-thinkers ; and giving a Scandal to 


evenk Unbelicvers ? Upon this nice Point of Honour 


and Conſcience, the Matter was huſhed, the Project 
for repealing the Te/ let fall, and the Sacrament left, 
as the ſmaller Evil of the two. 

Four in lx, Theſe Pillars of the Church, be- 


"cauſe the Harveſt was great and the Labourers few, 


and becauſe they would eaſe the Biſhops from that 
grievous Trouble of /aying on Hands, were willing to 
allow that Power to all Men whatſoever, to prevent 
that terrible Conſequence of anchurching hes who 
thought a Hand from under 2 Cook as effectual as 
from Lagen Slice. And, indeed, what could more 
contribute to the Advancement of true Religion, 
than a Bill of General Naturalization fer Prieft- 
heod ? 

; Fir TYLY, 
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FreTHLY, In order to fix Religion in the Minds 
of Men, becauſe Truth never appears ſo fair as when 
confronted with Falſhood ; they directed Books to be 
publiſhed, that denied the Being of a God, the Di- 
vinity of the Second and Third Perſons, the Truth of 
all Revelation, and the Immortality of the Soul. 
To this we owe that great Senſe of Religion, that 
Reſpect and Kindnels to the Clergy, and that true 
Love of Virtue, ſo manifeſt, of late Years, among 
the Youth of our Nation. Nor could any thing be 
more diſcreet, than to leave the Merits of each 
Cauſe to ſuch wiſe, impartial Judges; who might 
otherwiſe fall under the Slavery of believing by E- 
ducation and Preudice, 

S1xTHLY, Becauſe nothing ſo much diſtracts the 
Thoughts, as too great Variety of Subjects ; there- 
fore they had Kindly prepared a Bill, to preſcribe 
the Clergy what Subjects they ſhould preach upon, 
and in what Manner, that they might be at no Loſs; 
and this, no doubt, was a proper Work for ſuch 
Hands, ſo thoroughly verſed in the Theory and 
Practice of all Chriſtian Duties. 

SEVENTHLY, To fave Trouble and Expence to 
the Clergy, they contrived that Corwocetions ſhould 
meet as ſeldom as poſſible; and, when {ev cre 
ſuffered to aſſemble, would never allow then, tt med- 
dle with any Buſineſs; becauſe, they ſaid, the Office 
of a Clergyman was enough to ial. un tne awvhile 
Man, For the ſame Reaſon they we ic very der- 
ous to excuſe the Biſhops from fitting in Parliament, 
that they might be ac leiſure to ſtay at Home and 
look after the inferior Clergy. | 

Isa mention, at preient, but one more In- 
ſtance cf their pious Zeal for the Church. They had 
lomewhere heaid the Maxim, Sarguis Mortyrum 
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eft Semen Eccleſiæ ; therefore, in order to ſow thi, 
Seed, they with i-mpeaching a Clergyman : And 
that it might be a true Martyrdom in every Cir. 
cumſtance, they proceeded, as much as poſſible, a- 
inſt Common Law; which, the Long-robe Part of 
the Managers knew, was, in a hundred Inſtances, 
directly contrary to all their Poſitions, and were /uf- 
ficiently warned of it before-hand ; but their Love of 
the Church prevailed. Neither was this Impeach- 
ment an Affair taken up on a ſudden ; for a certain 
t Perſon (whoſe Character hath been lately pub- 
iſhed by ſome ſtupid and lying Writer) who v 
much diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his Zeal in 2 
ing this Inpeachment, had, ſeveral Vears ago, endea- 
voured to perſuade the late King to give way to juſt 
ſuch another Attempt. He told his Majeſty, there 
was a certain Clergyman preached very dangerous 
Sermons, and that the only Way to put a ſtop to ſuch 
Inſolence, was to impeach him in Parliament. The 
King enquited the Character of the Man : “O, Sir,” 
faid my Lord, © the molt violent, hot, poſitive Fel- 
low in Eygland; fo extremely wilful, that I be- 
** lieve he would be heartily glad tobe a Martyr.” 
The King anſwered, ** Is it ſo? Then I am reſolved 
to diſappoint him;“ and would never hear more 
of the Matter; by which that hopeful Project un- 
happily miſcarried. 

[ nave hitherto confined myſelf to thoſe Endea- 
vours for the Good of the Church, which were com- 
mon to all the Leaders and principal Men of our 
Party ; but if my Paper were not drawing towards 
an End, 1 could produce ſeveral Inſtances of particu- 
lar Perſons, who, by their exemplary Lives and 
Actions, have conhrmed the Character ſo juſtly due 
ro the whole Body. U Mall, at preſent, mention on- 


ly 
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ly two, and illuſtrate the Merits of each by a Matter 
of Fact. 


Tur worthy Patriot and true Lower of the 
Church, whom a late Examiner is ſuppoſed to reflect 
on, under the Name of Yerres, felt a pious Impulſe 
to be a Benefactor to the Cathedral of Glouceſter ; "hoe 
hoy to do it in the moſt decent generous Manner,was 
the Queſtion. At laſt he thought of an 
One Morning, or Night, he ſtole into the Church, 
mounted _ the Altar, and there did that which, 
in cleanly Phraſe, is called diſburdening of Nature. 
He was diſcovered, proſecuted, and to 
pay a thouſand Pounds ; which Sum was all em- 
ployed to ſupport the Church, as, no doubt, the Be- 
uc fuctor meant it. 

TazRE is another Perſon, whom the ſame Writer 
is 2 to go int at, under the Name of Viil Bi- 

ntleman,, knowing that Marriage 
88 a — Perquiſite to the Clergy, 
them Cent. per Cent. 

for the Good of Ar: Chu hurch, proving Invention was, to 
marry a ſecond Wife while the firſt was alive, con- 
vincing her of the Lawfulneſs by ſuch 
as, he did not doubt, would "x others follow 
the ſame Example. Theſe he had drawn up in 
Writing, with an Intention to publiſh, for the ge- 


neral Good ; and, it is hoped, he may now have Lei- 
ſure to finiſh them. 
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Bellum ita ſuſcipiatur, ut nihil aliad nifs Pax queſta 
vidcatur. 


Am ſatisged, that no reaſonable Man, of either 
Party, can juſtly be offended at any thing I ſaid 

in one of m pers, relating to the Army. From 
the Maxims oy fy there laid dow n, perhaps, many Per- 
fons may conclude, that I had a mind the World 
ſhould think there had been Occafion given by ſome 
late Abuſes among Men of that Calling ; ; and they 
conclude right: For my Intention is, that my Hints 
may be under hood and my Quotations and Allegorie: 
applied. And I am in ſome Pain to think, that in the 
Orcades on one Side, and the We:/?crn Coalts of Ireland 
on the other, the Examiner may want a Key in ſeve- 
ral Parts, which I wiſh I could furniſh them with. 
As to the Trench King, I am under no concern at 
all: J hear he hath left off reading my Papers, * 
* 
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by what he hath found in them, diſlikes our 
Proceedings more than ever ; and intends, either 
to make great Additions to his Armies, or pro- 

ſe new Terms for a Peace. So falſe is that 
which is commonly reported of his mighty Sa- 
tis faction in our Change of Miniſtry, And I think 
it clear, that his late Letter of Thanks to the- 
Tories of Great Britain, muſt cither have been 
extorted from him, againſt his Judgment ; or was 
a Caſt of Politicks to ſet the People againſt the 
_ Miniſtry ; wherein it hath wonderfully ſuc- 


Bur, although I have never heard, or never re- 
garded any Objections made againit that Paper 
which mentions the Army ; yet I intended this 
as a Sort of Apology for it. And firſt I declare 
(becauſe we live in a miſtaken World) that in 
hinting at ſome Proceedings, wherein a few Per- 
ſons are ſaid to be concerned, I did not intend 
to ckarge them upon the Body of the Army. I 
have too much deteſted that barbarous Injuſtice 
among the Writers of a late Party, to be ever 
guilty of it myſelf: I mean the accuſing Socie- 
ties for the Crimes of a few. On the other Side, 
I muſt take leave to believe, that Armies are no 
more exempt from Corruptions than other Num- 
bers of Men. The Maxims propoſed were occa- 
ſionally introduced by the Report of certain Facts, 
which I am bound to believe are true, becauſe I 
am ſure, conſidering what hath paſſed, it would 
be a Crime to think otherwiſe. All Poſts in the 
Army, all Employments at Court, and many 0- 
thers, are (or ought to be) given and reſumed as 
the mere Pleaſure of the Prince; yet when I ſee 
a great Officer broke, a Change made 1a the 

| H 4 Court, 
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Court, or the Miniſtry, and this under the moſt 
juſt and gracious Princeſs that ever reigned ; I 
muſt naturally conclude, it is done upon prudent 
Conſiderations, and for ſome great Demerit in the 
Sufferers. But then, is not the Puniſhment ſuffi- 
cient ? Is it or charitable to trample on 
the unfortunate, and expoſe their Faults to the 
World, in the ſtrongeſt Colours ? And would it 
not ſuit better with Magnanimity, as well as com- 
mon Good Nature, to leave them at Quiet to their 
own Thoughts and R ce? Ves, without Que- 
ſtion ; ided it could be ſo contrived, that their 
very Names, as well as Actions, might be for- 
otten for ever: Such an Act of Oblivion would 
for the Honour of our Nation, and beget a 
better Opinion of us with Poſterity; and then I 
might have ſpared the World and myſelf the Trou- 
ble of Examining. But, at nt, there is a 
cruel Dilemma in the Caſe : The Friends and 
Abettors of the late Mini are every Day pub- 
liſh'ng their Praiſes to the World, and caſting Re- 
flections upon the preſent Perſons in Power. This 
is ſo bare-faced an Aſperſion upon the Qu E = x, 
that I know not how any good Subjekt can, with 
Patience, endure it, although he were ever ſo in- 
different with regard to the Opinions in Diſpute. 
Shall they, who have loſt all Power and Love of 
the People, be allowed to ſcatter their Poiſons; 
and ſhall not thoſe who are, at leaſt, of the ſtrong- 
eſt Side, be ſuffered to bring an Antidote ? And how 
can we undeceive the deluded Remainder, but by 
letting them ſee that theſe diſcarded Stateſmen 
were juſtly laid aſide ; and producing as many In- 
ances to prove it as we can? Not from any Per- 
ſonal Hatred to them, but in Juſtification to beer 
C 
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beſt of Queens. The many Scurrilities I have 
heard and read, againft this poor Paper of mine, 
are in ſuch a Strain, that, conſidering the preſent 
State of Affairs, they look like a Jeſt. They uſu- 
ally run after the following Manner: What! Shall 
« this inſolent Writer preſume to cenſure the late 
« Miniſtry, the ableſt, the moſt faithful, and trueſt 
Lovers of their Country and its Conſtitution, that 
« ever ſerved a Prince? Shall he reflect on the beſt 
« Houſe of Commons that ever fat within thoſe 
« Walls? Hath not the Queen changed both for a 
« Miniſtry and Parliament of Facobites and High- 
« fliers, who are ſelling us to France, and bring 
« over the Pretender? This is the very Sum — 
Force of all their Reaſonings, and this is their Me- 
thod of complaining againſt the Examiner. In them 
it is humble and loyal to reflect upon the Queen, 
and the Miniſtry, and Parliament ſhe hath choſen with 
the univerſal Applauſe of her People: In as it is in- 
ſolent to defend her Majeſty and her Choice, or to 
anſwer their Objections, by thewing the Reaſons why 
thoſe Changes were neceffary. 

Tus ſame Style hath been uſed in the late Caſe 
concerning ſome Gentlemen in the Army. Such a 
Clamour was raiſed by a Set of Men, who had 
the Boldneſs to tax the Adminiſtration with Cru- 
elty and Injuſtice, that I thought it neceſſary to 
interfere a little, by ſhewing the ill Conſequences 
that might ariſe from ſome Proceedings, although 
without Application to particular Perſons. And 
what do they offer in anſwer? Nothing but a few 
poor Common-places againſt Calumny and Inform- 
ers; which might have been full as juſt and ſeaſon- 
able in a Plot againſt the ſacred Perſon of the 
QUuESsN, 
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ur, by the Way, why are theſe idle People fo 
indiicreet, to name thoſe io Words, which afford 
Occaſion of laying open to the World ſuch an in- 
famous Scene of Subornation and Perjury, as well as 
Cal and Informing, as, I believe, is without 
— ; when a whole Cabal attempted an Action 
wherein a condemned Criminal * refuſed to join with 
them, for the Reward of hig Life? Not that I diſ- 
approve their Sagacity, who could foretel, ſo long 

ore, by what Hand they ſhould one Day fall ; 
and therefore, thought any Means juſtifiable, by 
which they might prevent it. 

Bur, waving this at preſent, it muſt be owned, 
in Juſtice to the Army, that thoſe Violences did 
not proceed ſo far among them as ſome have be- 
lieved ; nor ought tae Madneſs of a / to be laid 
at their Doors For the reſt, I am ſo far from 
denying the due Praiſes to thoſe brave Troops 
who did their Part in procuring ſo many Victories 
for the Allies; that I could wiſh every Officer and 

rivate Soldier had their full Share of Honour, in 

roportion to their Deſerts ; being thus far of the 
Athenians Mind, who, when it was propoſed that 
the Statue of Mziltiades ſhould be ſet up alone, in 
ſome public Place of the City, faid, they would 

ree to it, wherever he conquered alone, but not 
before. INeither do I at all blame the Officers of 
the Army, for preferring, in their Hearts, the late 
Miniſtry before the preſent ; or, if Wiſhing alone 
could be of any U ſe, for wiſhing their Continuance ; 
becauſe, then they might be ſecure of the War's 
Continuance too : Whereas, ſince Aﬀairs have been 
put into other IIands, they may, perhaps, lie un- 
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der ſome Apprehenſions of a Peace; which no Ar- 
my, eſpecially in a Courſe of Succeſs, was ever in- 
clined to ; and which all wiſe States kave, in ſuch 
a Juncture. chiefly endeavoured. This is a Point 
wherein the Civil and Military Politicks have always 
diſagreed. And, for that Reaſon, I affirmed it ne- 
c , in all free Governments,that the latter ſhould 
be abſolutely in Subjection to the former; otherwiſe 
one of theſe two Inconveniencies muſt ariſe, either 
to be perpetually in War, or turn the Civil Inſti- 
tution into a M:/itary one. 

I am ready to allow all that has been ſaid of 
the Valour and * of our Troops, who 
have fully contributed their Part to the great Suc- 
ceſſes abroad ; nor is it their Fault, that thoſe im- 

rtant Victories had no better Conſequences at 
— although it may be their Advantage. War 
is their Trade and Buſineſs : To improve and cul- 
tivate the Advantages of Succeſs, is an Affair of the 
Cabinet; and the Neglect of this, whether proceed- 
ing from Weakneſs or Corruption, according to the 
uſual Uncertainty of Wars, may be of the moſt fatal 
Conſequence to a Nation. Pray, let me repre- 
ſent our Condition in ſuch a Light, as, I believe, 
both Parties will allow, although, perhaps, not the 
Conſequences I ſhall deduce from it. We have been, 
for above nine Years, bleſt with a Queen, who, 
beſides all Virtues that can enter into the Compoſi- 
tion of a private Perſon, poſſeſſeth every Regal Qua- 
lity that can contribute to make a People happy: Of 
great Wiidom, yet ready to receive the Advice of 
her Counſellors: Of much Diſcernment in chuſing 
proper Inſtruments, when ſhe follows her own Judg- 
meut; and only capable of being deceived by that Ex- 
cels of Goodneſs, which makes her judge of others 


by 
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by herſelf: Frugal in her Management, in order 
to contribute to the Publick, which, in proportion, 
ſhe doth, and that voluntarily, beyond any of her 
Subjects; but from her own News, generous and 
charitable to all who want or deſerve; and, in 
order to exerciſe thoſe Virtues, denying herſelf all 
Entertainments of Expence, which many others en- 
joy. Then, if we look abroad, at leaſt in Flanders, 
our Arms have been crowned with perpetual Succeſs 
in Battles and Sieges ; not to mention ſeveral fortu- 
nate Actions in Spain. Theſe Facts being thus ſtat- 
ed, which none can deny; it is natural to aſk, How 
we have improved ſuch Advantages, and to what 
Account they have turned? I ſhall uſe no diſcou- 
raging Terms. When a Patient grows daily worſe, 
by the tampering of Mountebanks, there is nothing 
left but to call in the beſt Phyſicians, before the 
Caſe grows deſperate. But I would aſk, Whether 
France, or any other Kingdom, would have made ſo 
little Uſe of ſuch prodigious Opportunities ; the 
Fruits whereof could never have fallen to the 
Ground, without the extremeſt Degree of Folly and 
Corruption ? and where thoſe have lain, let the 
World judge. Inſtead of aiming at Peace, while we 
had the Advantage of War, which hath been the 
Maxim of all wiſe States, it hath been 
reckoned factious and malignant even to expreſs our 
Wiſhes for it: And ſuch a Condition impoſed, as 
was never offered to any Prince, who had an Inch 
of Ground to diſpute. Quæ enim «ft conditio pacis, in 
qua ei, cum qus pacem facias, nihil concedi poteſt ? 

Ir is not obvious to conceive what could move 
Men, who fat at home, and were called to conſult 
upon the Good of the Kingdom, to be utterly a- 
verſe from putting an End to a long, expenſive er 
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which the victorious, as well as conquered Side, were 
heartily weary of. Few, or none of them, were 
Men of the Sword ; they had no ſhare in the Ho- 
nour ; they had made large Fortunes, and were at 
the Head of all Affairs. But they well knew by 
what Tenure they held their Power; that the Queen 
ſaw through their Deſigns ; that they had entirely 
loſt the Hearts of the Clergy ; that the Landed Men 
were againſt them ; that they were deteſted by the 
Body of the People; and that nothing bore them up 
but their Credit with the Bank, and other Stocks, 
which would be neither formidable nor neceffary 
when the War was at an End. For theſe Reaſons 
they reſolved todiſappoint all Overtures of a Peace, 
until they and their Party ſhould be ſo deeply 
rooted, as to make it impoſſible to ſhake them. To 
this end, they began to precipitate Matters ſo faſt, 
as, in a little Time, muſt have ruined the Conſtitu- 
tion, if the Crown had not interpoſed, and rather 
ventured the accidental Effects of their Malice, than 
ſuchdreadful Conſequences of their Power. And, 
indeed, if the former Dangers had been greater thau 
ſome hoped, or feared, I ſee no Difhculty in the 
Choice, which was the ſame with his, who ſaid. 
he had rather be devoured by Wolves than by Rat:. 
I, therefore, ſtill inſiſt, that we cannot wonder at, 
or find Fault with the Army, for concurring with the 
Miſtry, which was for prolonging the War. Ihe 
Inclination is natural in them all ; pardonable in 
thoſe who have not yet made their Fortunes, and as 
lawful in the reſt, as Love of Power, or Love of 
Money, can make it. But as natural, as pardon- 
able, and as lawful as this Inclination is, when it is 
not under the Check of the Civil Power, or when a 
corrupt Minittry joins in giving it too great Scope; 

the 
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the Conſequence can be nothing leſs than infallible 
Ruin and Slavery to a State. 


ArTE« I had finiſhed this Paper, the Printer ſent 
me two {mall Pamphlets, called The Manage- 
ment of the War ; written with ſome Plaufibi. 
lity, much Artifice, and abundance of Miſre- 
preſentations, as well as direct Falſhoods in 
Point of Fact. Theſe I have thought worth ex- 
amining, Which I ſhall accordingly do, when I 
find an Opportunity, 
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Parva momenta in ſpem metumgue impellunt anima. 


OPES are natural to moſt Men, eſpecially to 

ſanguine Complexions; and among the various 
Changes that happen in the Courſe of publick At- 
fairs, they are ſeldom without ſome Grounds. Even 
in deſperate Caſes, where it is impoſſible they ſhould 
have any Foundation, they are often affected, to 
keep a Countenance, and make an Enemy think 
they have ſome Reſource which they know nothing 
of. This appears to have been, for ſeveral Months 
paſt, the Condition of thoſe People, whom I am 
forced, for want of other Phrates, to call the Ruined 
Party. They have taken up, fince their Fall, ſome 
real and {ome pretended Hopes. When the Earl 
of Sur-+/::4 vas diſcarded, they hoped her Maje- 
lty would proceed no farther in the Change of her 
| Minittry ; and had the Inſolence to mirepreſent 
her 
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her Words to foreign States. They hoped no body 
durſt adviſe the Diſſolution of the Parliament. When 
this was done, and farther Alterations made m Court, 
they hoped, and endeavoured to ruin the Credit of 
the Nation They likewiſe hoped, that we ſhould 
have ſome terrible Loſs abroad, which would force 
us to unravel all, and begin again upon their Bot- 
com. But, of all their Hepes, whether real or aſſumed, 
there is none more extraordinary than that which 
they now would ſerm to place their whole Conh- 
dence in : That this great 'Turn of Aﬀairs was only 
occaſioned by a ſhort Madneſs of the People; from 
which they will recover ina little Time, when their 
Eyes ale open, and they grow cool and ſober enough 
o conſider the Truth of things, and how much 
they have been deceived. It is not improbable, 
that ſome few of the deepeſt ſighted among theſe 
Keatoners, are well enough convinced how vain all 
luch Hopes mult be: But for the reſt, the wiſeſt of 
them ſeem to have been very ill Judges of the Peo- 
ple's Diſpoſitions; the want of much Knowledge 
wa- a principal Occaſion to haſten their Ruin; for, 
iurely, had they ſuſpected which Way the popular 
Current inclined, they never would have run againſt 
„, by that Imprachment. I therefore conclude, they 
generally are fo blind, as to imagine ſome Comfort 
it om this fantaſtical Opinion, that the People of Eng- 
iaud are, at preſent, diſtracted, but will ſhortly come 
to their Senſes again. 

Fok the Service, therefore, of our Adverſaries and 
Friends, I ſhall briefly examine this Point, by ſhew- 
ing what are the Cauſes and Symptoms of a People's 
Madncſs; and how it differs from their natural Bent 
and Incliration. 
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Ir is MachiavcPs Obſervation, That the People, 
when left to their own Judgment, do ſeldom miſtake 
their true Intereſts ; and, indeed, they naturally love 
the Conſtitution they are born under; never deſiring 
to change, but under great Oppreſſions. However, 
they are to be deceived by ſeveral Means. It hath 
often happened in Greece, and ſometimes in Rome, 
that thoſe very Men, who have contributed to ſhake off 
a former Tyranny, have, inſtead of reſtoring the old 
Conftitution, deluded the People into a worſe, and 
more ignominious Slavery. Beſides, all great Changes 
have the ſame Effect upon Commonwealths that 
Thunder hath upon Liquors ; making the Dr-gs fly 
up to the Top; the loweſt Plebeians riſe to the Head 
of Affairs, and there preſerve themſelves, by repre- 
ſenting the Nobles, and other Friends to the old Go- 
vernment, as Enemies to the Publick. The encou- 
raging of new Myfteries and new Deities, with the 
Pretences of farther Purity in Religion, hath likewiſe 
been a frequent Topick to miſlead the People. And, 
not to mention more, the promoting falſe Reports of 
Dangers from abroad, hath often ſerved to prevent 
them from fencing againſt real Dangers at Home. 
By theſe, and the like Arts, in Conjunction with a 
great Depravity of Manners, and a weak or corrupt 
Adminiſtration, the Madneſs of the People hath ri - 
ſen to ſuch a Height, as to break in Pieces the 
whole Frame of the beſt inſtituted Governments. 
But, however, ſuch great Frenzies being artificially 
raiſed, are a perfect Force and Conſtraint upon hu- 
man Nature ; and, under a wiſe, ſteddy Prince, will 
certainly decline of themſelves ; ſettling like the Sea 
after a Storm ; and then the true Bent and Genius 
of the People will appear. Ancient and modern 
Story are full of Inſtances to illuſtrate what I ſay. 
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In our own Iſland we had a great Example of a long 
Madneſs in the People, kept up by a thouſand Ar- 
tifices, like intoxicating Medicines, until the Conſti- 
tution was deſtroyed ; yet the Malignity being ſpent, 
and the Humour exhauſted that ſerved to foment it, 
before the Uſurpers could fix upon a new Scheme, 
the People ſuddenly recovered,and peaceably reſtored 
the old Conſtitution. 

Faou what I have offered, it will be eaſy to de- 
cide, whether the late Change in the Diſpoſition of 
the People were a new Madneſs, or a Recovery from 
an old one. Neither do I ſee how it can be proved, 
that ſuch a Change had, in any Circumſtance, the 
leaſt Symptoms of Madneſs, whether my Deſcription 
of it be right, or no. It is agreed, that the trueſt 
Way of judging the Diſpoſition of the People, in 
the Choice of their Repreſentatives, is by computing 
the County Elections; and in theſe it is manifeſt, 
that five in fix are entirely for the preſent Meaſures; 
although the Court was ſo far from interpoſing its 
Credit, that there was no Change in the Admiralty, 
not above one or two in the Lieutenancy, nor any 
other Methods uſed to influence Elections. The free, 
unextorted Addreſſes tent ſome time before, from e- 
very Part of the Kingdom, plainly ſhewed what Sort 
of Bent the People had taken, and from what Mo- 
tives. The Election of Members for this great City, 
carried, contrary to all Conjecture, againſt the united 
Intereſt of thoſe two great Bodies, the Bank and Ea 
India Company, was another convincing Argument. Be- 
ſides, the ig themſelves have always confeſſed, that 
the Bulk of Landed Men in England was generally 
of Tories. So that this Change muſt be allowed to 
be according to the natural Genius and Diſpoſition 
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of the People ; whether it were juſt and reaſonable 
in itſelf, or no. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING all which, you ſhall fre- 
quently hear the Partiſans of the late Men in Power 
gravely and decifively pronounce, that the preſentMi- 
niſtry cannot poſſibly ſtand. Now they who affirm 
this, if they believe themſelves, muſt ground their O- 
pinion upon the Iniquity of the 44% being ſo far e- 
ſtabliſned, and deeply rooted, that no Endeavours of 
honeſt Men will be able to reſtore Things to their 
former State. Or elſe theſe Reaſoners have been fo 
miſled, by twenty Years Miſmanagement, that they 
have forgot our Conſtitution, and talk as if our Mo- 
narchy and Revolution began together. But the 
Body of the People is wiſer ; and, by the Choice 
they have made, ſhew they do underſtend our Con- 
ſtitution, and would bring it back to the old Form; 
which, if the new Miniſters take Care to maintain, 
they will, and ought to ſtand; otherwiſe they may 
fall like their Predeceſſors. But, I think, we may 
eaſily foreſee what a Parliament, freely choſen, with- 
out Threatning or Corruption, is likely to do, when 
no Man ſhall be in any Danger to lole his Place by 
the Freedom of his Voice. 

Bur, who are thoſe Advancers of this Opinion, 
that the preſent Miniſtry cannot hold? It muſt be 
either ſuch as are afraid to be called to an Account, 
in caſe it ſhould hold, or thoſe who keep Offices, 
from which others, better qualified, were removed ; 
and may reaſonably apprehend to be turned out, for 
worthier Men to come into their Places ; fince, per- 
hape, it will be neceſſary to make ſome Changes, 
that the publick Buſineſs of the Nation may go on: 
Or, laſtly, Scoct gabl ers, who induftriouſly ſpread ſuch 
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Reports, that Actions may fall, and their Friends 


buy to Advantage. 

Yer theſe Hopes, thus freely expreſſed, as they 
are more ſincere, ſo they are more 2 than 
when they appear under the Diſguiſe and Pretence 
of Fears. Some of theſe Gentlemen are employed 
to ſhake their Heads in proper Companies ; to doubt 
where all this will end; to be in mighty Pain 
for the Nation; to ſhew how impoſſible it is, that 
the Public Credit can be ſupported ; to pray that all 
may do well, in whatever Hands; but very much 
to doubt, that the Pretender is at the Bottom. I 
know not any thing ſo nearly reſembling this Beha- 
viour, as what I have often ſeen among the Friends 
of a ſick Man, whoſe Intereſt it is that he ſhould die. 
The Phyſicians proteſt they ſee no Danger, the Symp- 
toms are good, the Medicines anſwer Expectation; 
yet ſtill they are not to be comforted ; they whiſper. 
he is a gone Man, it is not poſſible he ſhould hold 
out; he hath perfect Death in his Face; they neve: 
liked his Doctor. At laſt, the Patient recovers, and 
their Joy is as falſe as their Grief. 

I BELIEVE there is no Man fo ſanguine, who 
did not apprehend ſome ill Conſequences from the 
late Change; although not in any Proportion to 
the good ones: But it is maniteſt, the former have 
proved much fewer and lighter than were expected, 
either at home or abroad, by the Fears of our Friends 
or the Hopes of our Enemies. Thoſe Remedies that 
itir the Humours in a diſeaſed Body, are, at firſt, 
more painful than the Malady itſelf; yet certain 
Death is the Conſequence of deferring them too 
long. Actions have fallen, and the Loans are ſaid 
to come in ſlowly. But beſides that, ſomething of 
ts mult have been, whether there had been ans 
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Change, or no: Beſides that the Surprize of every 
Change, for the better as well as the worſe, is apt 
to affect Credit for a while; there is a farther Reaſon, 
which is plain, and ſcandalous,: When the late Party 
was at the Helm, thoſe, who were called the Tories, 
never put their Reſentments in balance with theSafety 
of the Nation ; but chearfully contributed to the com- 
mon Cauſe. Now the Scene is changed, the fallen 
Party ſeems to act from very different Motives: They 
have given the Word about; they will keep their 
Money, and be pafive; and, in this Point, ftand 
upon the ſame Foot with Papifts and Nonurors. 
What would have become of the Publick, if the pre- 
ſent great Majority had acted thus, during the late 
Adminiſtration; had acted thus, before the others 
were Maſters of that Wealth they have ſqueezed out 
of the Landed Men, and with the Strength of that, 
would now hold the Kingdom at Defiance ? 

Tuus much I have thought fit to ſay, without 
pointing Reflections upon any particular Perſon ; 
which I have hitherto but ſparingly done, and that 
only towards thoſe whoſe Characters are too profli- 
gate, that the managing of them ſhould be of any 
Conſequence. Beſides, as it is a Talent I am not natu- 
rally fond of; fo, in the Subjects I treat, it is gene- 
rally needleſs. If I difplay the Effects of Avarice 
and Ambition, of Bribery and Corruption, of groſs 
Immorality and Irreligion ; thoſe ho are the leaſt 
converſant in things, will eafily know where to ap- 
ply them. Not that I lay any Weight upon the Ob- 
jections of fuch who charge me with this Proceeding : 
It is notorious enough, that the Writers of the other 
Side were the firſt Aggreſſors. Not to mention their 
ſcurrilous Libels, many Years ago, directly levelled 
at particular Perſons ; how many Papers do now 
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come out every Week, full of rude Invectives againſt 
the preſent Miniſtry, with the firſt and laſt Letters of 
their Names to prevent Miſtakes? It is good, ſome- 
times, to let theſe People ſee, that we neither want 
Spirit nor Materials to retaliate; and therefore, in 
this Point alone, I ſhall follow their Example, when- 
ever I find myſelt ſufficiently provoked ; only with 
one Addition, that whatever Charges I bring, either 
general or particular, ſhall be religiouſly true, found- 
ed either upon avowed Facts, which none can deny, 
or ſuch as I can prove from my own Knowledge. 

BEING reſolved publickly to confeſs any Miſtakes 
J have been guilty of, I do hereby humbly deſire 
the Reader's Pardon, for one of mighty Importance, 
about a Fact, in one of my Papers, ſaid to be done 
in the Cathedral of G/oucefter. A whole Hydra of 
Error, in two Words! For, as I am fince informed, 
it was neither in the Cathedral, nor City, nor Coun- 
ty of Gleuceſter, but ſome other Church of that Dio- 
ceſe. If I had ever met any other Objection, of 
equal Weight, although from the meaneſt Hands, I 
ſhould certainly have anſwered it, 
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Summiſſa quedam voce collocuti ſunt, quorum ſumma 
erat de dominatione ſibi confirmanda, ac inimicis de- 


lendis, conjuratio. 


O T many Days ago I obſerved a Knot of diſ- 
N contented Gentlemen curſing the Tories to 
Hell, for their Uncharitableneſs, in aiirming, that, 
if the late Miniſtry had continued to this Time, we 
ſhould have had neither Church nor 3;»erchy left. 
They are uſually ſo candid, as to cal! that the Opi- 
nion of a Party, which they hear in a Coffec-houſe, 
or over a Bottle, from ſome warm young Pcople, 
whom it is odds but they have provoked to ſay more 
that they believed, by ſome Foſitions as abſurd and 
ridiculous of their own. And to it proved in this 
very Inſtance ; For, aikirg one of thele Gentlemen, 
14 What 
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What it was that provoked thoſe he had been diſ- 
puting with, to advance ſuch a Paradox? He aſſured 
me, in a very calm Manner, it was nothing in the 
World, but that himſelf, and ſome others of the 
Company, had made it appear, that the Deſign of 
the preſent Parliament, and Miniſtry, was to bring 
in Popery, Arbitrary Power, and the Pretender : Which 
T take to bean Opinion fifty Times more improbablę, 
as well as more uncharitable, than what is charged 
upon the hig: Becauſe, I defy our Adverſaries to 
produce one ſingle Reaſon for ſu —__ ſuch Deſigns 
in the Perſons now at the Helm; whereas I can, 

n Demand, produce twenty to ſhew that ſome 
late Men had ſtrong Views towards a Commonwealth, 
and the Alteration of the Church. 

Ir is natural, indeed, when a Storm is over, that 
hath only untiled our Houſes and blown down ſome 
of our Chimneys, to conſider what farther Miſchiefs 
might have enſued, if it had laſted longer. How- 
ever, in the preſent Caſe, I am not of the Opinion 
abovementioned. I believe the Church and State 
might have laſted /amewhat longer, although the late 
Enemies to both had done their worſt. I can hardly 
conceive how Things would have been ſo ſoon ripe 
for a new Revolution. I ara convinced, that if they 
had offered to make ſuch large and ſudden Strides, 
it muſt have come to Blows ; and, according to the 
Computation we have now Reaſon to think a right 
one, I can partly gueſs what would have been the 
Iſſue. Beſides, we are ſure, the Que EN would have 
interpoſed, betore they came to Extremities ; and, as 
little as they regarded the Regal Authority, would 
have been a Check in their Career. 

Bur, inſtead of this Queſtion, What would have 
beeu the Conſequence, it the late Miniſtry had con- 
tinucd ? 
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tinued? I will propoſe another, which will be more 
uſeful for us to conſider; and that is, What we may 
reaſonably expect they will do, if ever they come inta 
Power again? This, we know, is the Defign and 
Endeavour of all thoſe Scribbles which daily fly about 
in their Favour ; of all the falſe, inſolent, and ſcan- 
dalous Libels againſt the preſent Adminiſtration; and 
of all thoſe Engines, ſet at work to fink the Action, 
and blow up the publick Credit. As for thoſe, who 
ſhew their — by writing, there is one Con- 
ſideration, which, I wonder, doti: not ſometimes af- 
fect them: For, how can they forbear having a good 
Opining of the Gentleneſs and Innocence of thoſe, 
who permit them to employ their Pens as they do? 
It puts me in mind of an inſolent, pragmatical Ora- 
tor, ſomewhere in Greece, who, railing with great 
Freedom at the chief Men in the State, was aniwer- 
ed by one, who had been very inſtrumental in re- 
covering the Liberty of the City, That he thanked 
the Gods, they had now arrived to the Condition he al- 
<vays <viſhed them in, when every Man in that City 
might ſecurely fay what he pleaſed. I wiſh theſe 
Gentlemen would, however, compare the Liberty 
they take, with what their Matters uſed to give: 
How many Meſſengers and Warrants would have 
gone out againſt any who durit have opened their 
Lips, or drawn their Pens, againſt the Perſons and 
Proceedings of their Funt;'s and Cabals ? How would 
their weekly Writers have been calling out for Pro- 
ſecution and Puuiſi ment ? We remember, when a 
poor Nick-name, borrowed from an old Play of Ben 
Johnſan, and mentioned in a Sermon, without any 
particular Approbation, was made uſe of as a Motive 
to ſpur on an Impeachment. But, after all, it muſt 
be confeſſed, theyhad Reaſons to be thus ſevere, which 

their 
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their Succeſſors have not: Their Faults would never 
endure the Light ; and to have expoſed them ſooner 
would have raiſed the Kingdom againſt the Actors, 
before the proper Time. 

Bur, to come to the Subje I have now under- 
taken, which is, to examine what the Conſequences 
would be, upon Suppoſition that the #higs were now 
reſtored to their Power. I already imagine the pre- 
ſent free Parliament diſſolved, and another, of a dif- 
ferent Epithet, met, by the Force of Money and 
Management. I read, immediately, a Dozen or two 
ſtinging Votes againſt the Proceedings of the late 
Miniſtry, The Bill * row to be repealed would 
then bere-enacted, and the Birth-right of an Eng/;h- 
man reduced, again, to the Value of Twelve-Pence. 
But, to give the Reader a ſtronger Imagination of 
ſuch a Scene, let me repreſent the Defigns of ſome 
Men lately endeavoured and projected, in the Form 
of a Paper of Votes. 


& Ordered, 

That a Bill be brought in, for repealing the 
% Facramental Teft. 

« A Petition of Tindal, Callint, Clendan, Cow- 
* ard, and T:land, in behalf of themſelves and ma- 
ny Hundreds of their Diſciples, tome of whom are 
„Members of this honourable Houte ; deſiring that 
Leave may be given to bring ina Bill for quali- 
« fying Athci/?:, Deift , and Socinians to ſerve their 
Country in any Employment, Eccleftaſtical, Civil, 
or Military. 


a Bill for a general Naturalization. 


& Ordered, 
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4 Ordcred, 

« That Leave be given to bring in a Bill, accord- 
« jng to the Prayer of the ſaid Petition; and that 
« Mr. Lechmere do prepare and bring in the ſame. 

© Ordered, 

« That a Bill be brought in for removing the Edu- 
e cation of Youth out of the Hands of the Clergy. 

Another to forbid the Clergy preaching cer- 
« tain Duties in Religion; eſpecially Obedience to 
% Princcs. 

Another to take away the Juriſdiction of Bi- 
6 ſhops. 

« Another for conſtituting a General , Life 
with Inſtructions to the Committee, that Care may 
ebe taken to make the War laſt as long as the Life 
&© of the ſaid General. 

* A Bill of Attainder againſt James Duke of Or- 

ond, * Duke of acting l, Laurence Karl of 
N Roche ſie , Sir Simon H-. rcourt Knight, Robert Har- 
44 ley, and William Shipper Efquires, 4d. geil ili an, 
and others, for High- Treaſon againſt the auto. 

« Reſolve, 

„That Saroh Ducheſs of Marlh:rough bath been 
* a molt dutiful, juſt, and grateful Servant to her 
« Majeſty. 

„R. ſelwed, 

© That to adviſe the Diſſolution * a Nyhig Par- 
hy © hament, or the Removal of a R Minittiy, was 

* in order to bring in Pepery and the Pretender; ; and 
« that the ſaid Advice was H: Sh-Treaſon. 

* Raſul de i, 

* That by the Orizinal Cemęact, the Govern- 

* ment of this Realm is by a Fuute, and a Ki, or 
a N but the Aduminiſtration ſolely in the 
ay Juto. 

* dercd, 
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Or dried, 

« That a Bill be brought in for farther limiting 

the Prerogative. 
* Ordered, 

That it be a ſtanding Order of this Houſe, That 
the Merit of Elections be not determined by the 
Number of Voices, or Right of Electors, but by 
1 "FE. and that one Whig ſhall weigh down — 
« Tories 

A Motion being made, and the Queſtion being 

t, That when a Whig is detected of manifeſt 
oy Ri. and his Competitor, being a Tory, hath 
Ten to One a Majority, there ſhall be a new Elec- 
tion; it paſſed in the Negative. 

* NReſelwed, 

That for a King, or Queen, of this Realm, to 
* read, or examine, a Paper brought them to be 
<« ſigned by a Fuxto Miniſter, is arbitrary and illegal, 
and a Violation of the Liberties of the People. 


Tusk, and the like Reformations, would, in 
all Probability, be the firſt Fruits of the Whigs Re- 
Jurrectian; and what Structures ſuch able Ani 
might, in a ſhort Time, build upon ſuch Founda- 
tions, I leave others to conjecture. All Hopes of a 
Peace cut off; the Nation induſtriouſly involved in 
tarther Debts, to a Degree that none would dare 
undertake the Management of Afﬀairs, but thoſe 
whote Intereſt lay in ruining the Conſtitution. I 
do not fee how the wiſeſt Prince, under ſuch Neceſ- 
fities, could be able to extricate himſelf. Then, as 
to the Church; the Biſhops wauld, by Degrees, be 
diſmiſſed, firſt from the Parliament, next from their 
Revenues, and at laſt from their Office; and the 
Clerov » inſtead of their idle Claim of Indeperdonc; On 
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the State, would be forced to depend, for their daily 
Bread, on every Individual. But what Syſtem of 
future Government was deſigned; whether it were 
already digeſted, or would have been left for Time 
and Incidents to mature, I ſhall not now erαmine. 
Only, upon this Occaſion, I cannot help reflecting 
on a Fact, which, it is probable, the Reader knows 
as well as myſelf. There was a Picture drawn, ſome 
Time ago, repreſenting five Perſons, as large as the 
Life, fitting in Council together, like a Pentarchy; 
a void Space was left for a ſixth, which was to have 
been the Quetx, to whom they intended that 
Honour : But her Majeſty having fince fallen under 
their Diſpleaſure, they have made a ſhift :o crowd in 

wo better Friend in her Place, which makes it a 
compleat H-ptarchy. This Piece is now in the Coun- 
try, reſerved until better Times; and hangs in a 
Hall, among the Pictures of Cromarell, Brad/haxc, 
Ireton, and tome other Predeceſſors. 

Il MvsT now deſire Leave to fay ſomething to a 
Gentleman, who hath been pleaſed to publiſh a Diſ- 
courle againſt a Paper of mine, relating to the Con- 
vocation. He promiſeth to /er me right, 2vithout any 
undue Refietions, or indecent Languoge. 1 ſuppoſe 
he means, in Compariſon with others, who pretend 
to anſwer the Examiner So far he is right; but if he 
thinks he hath behaved himſelf as becomes a candid 
Antagoniit, I believe he is miſtaken. He ſays, in 
his Litle Page, my Repreſentations are unfair, and my 
Reflections unjuſt, And his Concluſion is yet more 
ſevere, where he diubts J and my Friends are ++- 
raged age inf the Dutch, becauſe ther prefered vs 
Ven Popery and Arbitrary Poxwer at the Revolution ; 
and, fince that Time, from being over -run by the ex9;+- 
bitant Panter of France, and becoming a Prot to the 

Pretender 
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Pretender. Becauſe this Author ſeems, in general, 
to write with an honeſt Meaning, I would ſeriouſly 
put to him the Queſtion, Whether he thinks, I and 
my Friends are for Popery, Arbitrary Power, France 
and the Pretender? J omit other Inſtances of ſmaller 
moment, which, however, do not ſuit, in my Opi- 
nion, with due Reflection, or decent Language. The 
Fact, relating to the Convocation, came from a good 
Hand; and 1 do not find this Author differs from me 
in any material Circumſtance, about it, My Reflec- 
tions were no more than what might be obvious to any 
other Gentleman, who had heard of their late Pro- 
ceedings. If the Notion be right, which this Au- 
thor gives us of a Lower Houle of Convocation ; it 
is a very melancholy one, and, to me, ſeems utter- 
ly inconſiſtent with that of a Body of Men, whom he 
owns to have a Negativs; and, therefore, ſince a 
great Majority of the Clergy differ from him in ſe- 
veral Points he advances, 1 ſhall rather chute to be 
of their Opinion than his. I fancy, when the 2-4/2 
Synod mit in ene Houſr, as this Writer afiirms, they 
were upon a better Foot with their Biſhops ; and, 
therefore, whether this Treatment, ſo extremely de 
Hout en Bus, ſince their Excluſion, be ſuitable to 
primitive Cuſtom, or primitive Humility, towards 
Brethren, is not my Buſineſs to enquire. One may al- 
low the divine, or apoftolick, Right of Epiſcopacy, 
aud their great Superiority over Freſbyters; and yet 
diſpute the Methods of exerciſing the latter, which, 
being of human Inſtitution, are ſubject to Encroach- 
ment. and Uiurpations. I know every Clergyman 
In  J).ocete hath a great deal of Dependence upon 
hi- Biliop, and owes him canonical Obedience: Put 
I was apr to think, that when the whole Repreten- 
tative of the Clergy met in a Synod, they were con- 
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ſidered in another Light; at leaſt ſince they are al- 
lowed to have a Negative. If I am miſtaken, I de- 
fire to be excuſed, as talking out of my Trade: On- 
ly there is one thing wherein J entirely differ from 
this Author; fince, in the Diſputes about Privileges, 
one Side muſt rice: Where fo very few Privileges re- 
main, it is a hundred to one odds, that the En- 
croachments are not on the inferior Clergy's Side; 
and no Man can blame them for iniiſting on the 
ſmall Number that is left. There is one Fact, where- 
in I muſt take Occaſion to ſet this Author right; 
that the Perſon * who firſt moved the Quetx to re- 
mit the Firit-fruits and Tenths to the Clergy, was ax 
eminent Inflrument in the late Turn of Affairs; and, as 
[ am told, hath lately prevailed to have the !ame Fa- 
your granted for the Clergy of Ireland“. 

But I muſt beg Leaveto inform this Author, that 
my Paper is not intended for the Management of 
Controverſy ; which would be of very little Import 
to moit Reader:; and only miſpend Time, that I 
would gladly employ to better Purpoſes. For where 
it is a Man's Buſineſs to entertain a whol-Room-tull, 
it is unmannerly to apply himſelf to a particular Per- 
ſon, and turn his Back upon the reſt of the Com- 
pany. 


* Ear! of Oxford, Lord Treaſurer, 
This ws done by th: Author's Solicitation, 
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1 Am thinking, what a mighty Advantage it is, 
to be entertained as a Writer to a ruined Conſe. 
I remember a Fanratich Preacher, who was inclined 
to come into the Church, and take Orders; but upon 
mature 'Thoughts, was diverted from that Defign, 
when he confidered that the Collections of the G 
were a much heartier and readier Penny, than he 
could get by wrangling for Tythes. He certainly 
had Reaſon; and the two Caſes are parallel. If 
you write in Defence of a fallen Party, you are 
maintained by Contribution, as a neceilary Perſon ; 
you have little more to do than to carp and cavil at 
thoſe who hold the Pen on the cther Side; you are 

{ure 
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{ure to be celebrated and careſſed by all your Party, 
to a Man. You may affirm and deny what you 
pleaſe, without Truth or Probability, ſince it is but 
Loſs of time to contradict you. Commiſeration is 
often on your Side; and you have a Pretence to be 
thought honeſt and diſintereſted, for adhering to 
Friends in Diſtreſs. After which, if your Friends 
ever happen to turn up again, you have a ſtrong 
Fund of Merit, towards making your Fortune. 
Then, you never fail to be well furniſhed with Ma- 
terials ; every one bringeth in his 29ta ; Falſhood 
being, naturally, more plentiful than Truth: Not 
to mention the wonderful Delight of libelling Men 
in Power, and hugging yourtelf in a Corner with 
mighty Satisfaction with what you have done. 

Ir is quite otherwiſe with us, who engage as Vo- 
lunteers in the Service of a flouriſhing Miniſtry, in 
full Credit with the QUE z», and beloved by the 
People; becauſe they have no ſiniſter Ends or dan- 
gerous Deſigns; but purſue, with Steddineſs and 
Reſolution, the true Intereſt of both. Upon which 
Account they little want, or deſire our Aſſiſtance ; 
and we may write until the World is weary of read- 
ing, without having our Pretences allowed, either 
to a Place, or a Penſion: Beſides, we are refuſed the 
common benefit of the Party, to have our Works 
cried up, of courſe; the Readers of our own Side 
being as ungentle, and hard to pleaſe, as if we writ 
againſt them; and our Papers never make their 
Way iu the World, but barely in proportion to 
the Merit. The Deſign of their Labours, who 
write on the conquered Side, is likewiſe of greater 
Importance than urs: They are like Cordials for 
dying Men, which muſt be repeated; whereas ours 
are, in the Scripture Phraſe, but Meat for Babes: 

Vol. VII. K As 
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At leaſt, all I can pretend, is to undeceive the Igno- 
rant, and thoſe at a Diſtance ; but their Taſk is to 
keep up the ſinking Spirits of a whole Party. 

Ar rx ſuch Reflections, I cannot be angry with 
thoſe Gentlemen for perpetually writing againſt me : 
It furniſhes them largely with 'Topicks ; and is, be- 
ſides, their proper Buſineſs. Neither is it Affecta- 
tion, or altogether Scorn, that I do not reply. But, 
as Things are, we both act ſuitable to our ſeveral 
Provinces : Mine is, by laying open ſome Corrap- 
tions in the late Management, to ſet thoſe, who are 
ignorant, right in their Opinions of Perſons and 
Things. It is theirs, to cover with Frg-/caves all 
the Faults of their Friends, as well as they can. 
When | have produced my Facts, and offered my 

uments, I have nothing farther to advance; it 
is their Office to deny, and diſprove; and then let 
the World decide. If I were as they, my chief En- 
deavour ſhould, certainly, be to batter down the 
Examiner; therefore, I cannot but approve their 
Defign. Beſides, they have, indeed, another Rea- 
fon for barking inceſſantly at this Paper: They 
have, in their Prints, openly taxed a moſt ingenious 
Perſon, as Author of it; one who is in great, and 
very deſerved, Reputation with the World, both 
on account of his Poetical Works, and his Talents 
for publick Buſineſs. They were wife enough to con- 
ſider, what a Sanction it would give their Perform- 
ances, to fall under the Animadverſion of ſuch a 
Pen; and have, therefore, uſed all the Forms of 
Provocation, commonly practiſed by little obſcure 
Pedants, who are fond of diſtinguiſhing themſelves 
by the Fame of an Adverſary. So nice a Taſte have 


theſe judicious Criticks, in pretending to diſcover an 


Author by his Styie. 2nd Manner of thinking : Not 
to 
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to mention the Juſtice and Candour of exhauſting all 
the ſtale Topicks of Scurrility, in reviling a Paper, 
and then flinging, at a Venture, the whole Load up- 
on one who 15 entirely innocent ; and whoſe greateſt 
Fault, perhaps, is too much Gert/ene/s towards a 
Party, from whoſe Leaders he hath received quite 
contrary Treatment. 

Txt Concern 1 have for the Eaſe and Reputa- 
tion of ſo deferving a Gentleman, hath, at length, 
forced me, much againſt my Intereſt and Inclination, 
to let theſe angry People know who is vat the Au- 
thor of the Examiner, For, I obſerved, the Opi- 
nion began to ſpread ; and | choſe rather to ſacri- 
fice the Honour I received by it, than let injudici- 
ous People entitle him to a Performance, that, per- 
haps, he might have Reaſon to be aſhamed of: Still 
faithfully promiſing, never to diſturb thoſe worthy 
Advocates ; but ſuffer them, in quiet, to roar on at 
the Examincr, if they, or their Party, find any Eaſe 
in it; as the Phyficians ſay there is to People in Tor- 
ment, ſuch as Men in the Gout, or Women in La- 
bour. | | 
However, I muſt acknowledge myſelf indebt- 
ed to them for one Hint, which 1 thall now purſue, 
although in a different Manner. Since the Fall of 
the late Miniſtry, I have ſeen many Papers filled 
with their Encomiums ; I conceive, in Imitation of 
thoſe who write the Lives of famous Men, where, 
aſter their Deaths, immediately follow their Chara- 
ders. When I aw the poor Virtues thus dealt at 
Random | thought the Diſpoſers had flung their 
Names, like Valentines, into a Hat, to be drawn, 
as Fortune pleaſed, by the Junto and their Friends. 
There Craſ/us drew Liberality and Gratitude ; Ful- 
Tia, Humility and Gentlenels ; Cledius, Putty and 

h + Fuſtice x 
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Juſtice; Gracchus, Loyalty to his Prince; Cinna, 
Love to his Country and Conſtitution ; and ſo of the 
reſt, Or, to quit this Allegory, I have often ſeen, 
of late, the whoſe Set of diſcarded Stateſmen cele- 
brated. by their judicious Hirelings, for thoſe very 
Qualities which their Admirers owned they chiefly 
wanted. Did theſe Heroes put off and lock up their 
Virtues, when they came into Employment, and 
have they now reſumed them, fince their Diſmiſ- 
fions ? If they wore them, I am ſure it was under 
their Greatne/s, and without ever once convincing 
the World of their Viibility or Influence. 
Bur, why ſhould not the preſent Miniſtry find 
a Pen to praite them, as well as the laſt ? This is what 
I ſhall now undertake ; and it may be more impar- 
tial in me, from whom they have deſerved fo lit- 
tle. 1 have, without being called, ſerved them half 
a Year, in Quality of Champion: and, by Help of 
the Qu EEx, and a Majority of nine in ten of the 
Kingdom, have been able to protect them againſt a 
routed Cabal of hated Politicians, with a dozen of 
Scriblers at their Head: Yet, fo far have they been 
from rewarding me ſuitable tomy Deſerts, that, to 
this Day, they never ſo much as ſent to the Printer, 
to enquire who I was; although I have known a 
Timeand Miniſtry, where a Perſon of half my Me- 
rit and Conſideration would have had fifty Promiſes ; 
and, in the mean time, a Penſon ſettled on him, 
whereof the fir/ft Quarter ſbauld be honeflly paid. 
Therefore, my Reſentments ſhall ſo far prevail, 
that in praiſing thoſe who are now at the Head of 
Affairs, | hail, at the ſame time, take Notice of 
their Defects. | 
Was any Man more eminent in his Profeſſion 
han the preſent Lord Keeper, or more IE 
| 7 
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by his Eloquence and great Abilities in the Houſe of 
Commons ? and will not his Enemies allow him to 
be fully equal to the great Station he now adarns ? 
But then it muſt be granted, that he is wholly igno- 
rant in the ſpeculative, as well as the practical Part 
of Pelygomy ; he knows not how to metamorphoſe 
a ſober Man into a Lunatich, he is no Free-thinker 
in Religion, nor has Courage to be Patron of an 
atheiſtical Book, while he is Guardian of the 
Que e x's Conſcience. Although, after all, to ſpeak 
my private Opinion, I cannot think theſe ſuch migh- 
ty Objections to his Character as ſome would pretend. 

Tx x Perſon who now prefides at the Council, is 
deſcended from a great and honourable Father, not 
from the Dregs of the People; he was at the Head of 
the Treaſury for ſome Years, and rather choſe to 
enrich his Prince than himſelf. In the Height of 
Favour and Credit, he facrificed the greateſt Em- 
ployment in the Kingdom to his Conſcience and He- 
neun; he hath been always firm in his Loyalty and 
Religion, zealous for ſupporting the Prerogative of 
the Crown, and preſerving the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple. But then his beſt Friends muſt own, that he is 
neither Deiſt nor Socinian ; he hath never converſed 
with T:/and, to open and enlarge his Thoughts, and 
diſpel the Prejudices of Education; nor was he ever 
able to arrive at that Perfection of Gallantry, zo rain 
and impriſea the Huftana, in order to keep the Wife 
<rithout Diſturbance. 

Tus preſent Lord Stcxvard hath been always 
diſtinguiſhed for his Wit and Knowledge ; is of con- 
ſummate Wiſdom and Experience in Affairs; hath 
continued conſtant to the true Intereſt of the Nation, 


a Laurence Hyde, late Earl of RH gr. 
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which he eſpouſed from the Beginning, and is every 
Way qualified to ſupport the Dignity of his Office : 
But, in point of Oratory, muſt give Place to his Pre- 
deceſlor. 

Tre Duke of Shrewſlury was highly inftrumental 
in bringing about the Revolution, in which Service 
he Rech expoſed his Life and Fortune. He hath 
ever been the Favourite of the Nation, being poſſeſ- 
ſed of many amiable Qualities; but in the Agree- 
ableneſs and Fragrancy of his Perſon, and the Pro- 
foundneſs of his Politicks, muſt be allowed to fall 
very ſhort of —. 

Ma. Harly had the Honour of being choſen 
Speaker, ſucceſſively, to three Parliaments. He was 
the friſt, of late Ycars, who ventured to reſtore the 
forgotten Cuſtom of treating his PAIN CE with Duty 
and Ryſpcl? ; caſy and ditengaged in private Con- 
verſation, with ſuch a Weight of Affairs upon his 
Shoulders; of great Learning, and as great a Fa- 
vourer and Protector of it; intrepid by Nature, as 
well as by the Conſciouſneſs of his own Integrity; a 
Deſpiſer of Money; purſuing the true Intereſt of 
his Paixcz and Country, againſt all Obſtacles; 
ſagacious to view into the remoteſt Conſequences of 
Things, by which all Diificulties fly before him; a 
firm Friend, and a placable Enemy; facrificing his 
juſteſt Reicntments, not only to publick Good, but 
to common Intercemon and Acknowledgment. Yet, 
with all theſe Virtues, it muſt be granted, there i- 
ſome Mixture of human Ixfirmity. His greate? 
Admirers muſt confeſs his Skill at Cards and Dice to 
be very low and ſuperficial ; in Horje-Rocing ke is 
utterly ignorant; then, to fave a few Millions to 
the Publick, he ncver regards how many worthy C:ti- 
ec; 14 127aers from making up the Plumb. And, 

ſurely - 
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ſurely, there is one Thing never to be forgiven him; 
that he delights to have his Table filled with &/act 
Coars, whom he uſeth as if they were Gentlemen. 

My Lord D is a Man of Letters, full of 
Good Senſe, Good Nature, and Honour; of ſtrict 
Virtue and Regularity in his Life; but labours under 
one great Defect, that he treats his Clerks with more 
Civility and Good Manners than others, in his Sta- 
tion, have done the Que xv. 

OutTTinG ſome others, I ſhall cloſe this Cha- 
rater of the preſent Miniſtry with that of Mr. Se. 
Fehn, who, — his Youth, applying thoſe admi- 
rable Talents of Nature, and Improvements of Art, 
to publick Buſineſs, grew eminent in Court and Par- 
liament at an Age when the Generality of Mankind 
is employed in Trifles and Folly. It is to be lament- 
ed, that he hath not yet procured himſelf a bu/y, 
important Countenance ; nor learned that profound 
Part of Wiſdom, to be difficult of Acceſs. Beſides, he 
hath clearly miſtaken the true Uſe of Books, which he 
hath thumbed, and ſpoiled with Reading, when he 
ought to have multiplied them on his Shelves : Not 
like a great Man of my Acquaintance, who knew a 
Book by the Back better than a Friend by the Face ; 
although he had never converſed with the former, 
and often with che latter, | 
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Wurſday, February 8, 1710. 


Caput eft in omni procnratione negotii & muneris publi- 
ci, ut avaritiæ pellatur etiam minima ſuſpicio. 


HERE is no Vice which Mankind carries to 

ſuch wild Extremes as that of Awarice. Thoſe 

two which ſcem to rival it, in this Point, are Luft 
and Ambition: But the former is checked by Dif- 
culties and Diſeaſes, deſtroys itſelf hy its own Purſuits, 
and uſually declines with old Age ; and the latter, 
requiring Courage, Conduct, and Fortune in a high 
Degree, and meeting with a thouſand Dangers and 
Oppoſitions, ſucceeds too ſeldom in an Age to fall 
under common Obſervation. Or, is Avarice, per- 
haps, the ſame Paſſion with Ambition; only placed 
in more ignoble and daſtardly Minds, by which the 
Object is changed from Pywver to Money? Or, i: 
may be that one Man purſues Power in order to 
Wealth ; and another Wealth in order to Power ; 
3 Which 
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which laſt is the ſafer Way, although longer about; 
and, ſuiting with every Period, as well as Condition 
of Life, is more generally followed. 

However it be, the Extremes of this Paſſion 
are certainly more frequent than of any other ; and 
often to a Degree fo abſurd and ridiculous, that 
if it were not for their Frequency, they could hard- 
ly obtain Belief. The Sage, which carrics other Fol- 
lies and Vices beyond Nature and Probability, falls 
very ſhort in the Repreſentations of 4warice ; nor 
are there any Extravagancies in this Kind deſcribed 
by ancient, or modern Comedies, which are not 
outdone by an hundred Inſtances, commonly told 
among ourſelves. 

I am ready to conclude from hence, that a Vice, 
which Keeps ſo firm a Hold upon human Nature, 
and governs it with ſo unlimited a Tyranny, fince 
it cannot wholly be eradicated, ought, at leaſt, to 
be confined to particular Objects; to I hrift and Pe- 
nury, to private Fraud and Extortion, and never ſuf- 
fered to prey upon the Publick ; and ſhould certainly 
be rejected as the moſt unqualify ing Circumſtance for 
any Employment, where Bribery aud Corruption can 
poſſibly enter. 

Ir the Miſchiefs of this Vice, in a publick Sta- 
tion, were confined to enriching only thoſe particular 
Perſons employed, the Evil would be more ſupport- 
able: Burt, it is, uſually, quite otherwiſe. When a 
Stexward defrauds his Lord, he muſt connive at the 
reſt of the Servants, While they are following the ſame 
Practice in their ſeveral Spheres : ſo that in ſome Fa- 
milies you may obſerve a Subordination of Knaves in 
a Link downward, to the very Helper in the Stables, 
all cheating by Concert, and with Impunity, And, 
even if this were ali perhaps the Matter could bear 

It 
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it, without being undone ; but it ſo happens, that 
for every Shilling the Servant gets by his Iniquity, 
the Maſter loſeth twenty; the Perquiſites of Servants 
being but ſmall Compoſitions for ſuffering Shop- 
keepers to bring in what Bills they pleaſe. It 1s 
exactly the ſame Thing in a State: An avaricious 
Man in Office is in Confederacy with the whole 
Clan of his Diſtrict, or Dependance, which, in 
modern Terms of Art, is called to /ive, and let live ; 
and yet their Gains are the ſmalleſt Part of the 
Publick's Loſs. Give a Guinea to a knaviſh Land- 
<vaiter, and he ſhall connive at the Merchant, for 
cheating the Quztx of an hundred. A Brewer 
gives a Bribe to have the Privilege of ſelling Drink 
to the Navy; but thc Fraud is an hundred Times 
greater than the Bribe, and the Publick is at the 
whole Lols. 

MoraLtisrs make two kinds of Avarice : that 
of Catiline, alieni appeteus, ſui profuſus ; and the 
cther more generally underſtood by that Name, 
which is, the endleſs Defire of hoarding. But I take 
the former to be more dangerous in a State, becauſe 
it mingles with Ambition, which, I think, the lat- 
ter cannot ; for although the ſame Breaſt may be ca- 
pable of admitting both, it 1s not able to cultivate 
them ; and where the Love of heaping Wealth pre- 
vails, there is not, in my Opinion, much to be ap- 
prehended from Ambition. The Diſgrace of that 
| ſordid Vice is ſooner apt to ſpread than any other; 
and is always attended with the Hatred and Scorn of 
the People : So that, whenever thoſe two Paſſions hap- 
pen to meet in the ſame Subject, it is not unlikely 
that Providence hath placed Avarice to be a Check 
upon Ambition; and, l have Reaſon to think, /ome 
great Miniflers of State have been of my * 

; HE 
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Tur divine Authority of Holy Writ, the Prec 
of Philoſophers, the Laſhes and Ridicule of ſatirical 
Pocts, have been all employed in exploding this 
inſatiable Thirſt of Money; and all equally controul- 
ed by the daily Practice of Mankind. Nothing new 
remains to be ſaid upon the Occaſion ; and if there 
did, I muſt remember my Character, that J am an 
Examiner only, and not a Reformer. 

Howeves, in thoſe Caſes where the Frailties of 

cular Men do nearly affect the publick Welfare, 
Fic as a Prime Miniſter of State, or a great Gene- 
ral of an Army ; methinks there ſhould be ſome 
Expedient contrived, to let them know, impartially, 
what is the World's Opinion in the Point. Encom- 
paſſed with a Crowd of depending Flatterers, they 
are many Degrees blinder to their own Faults than 
the common Infirmities of human Nature can plead 
in their Excuſe. Advice dares not to be offered, or 
is wholly loft, or returned with Hatred: And what- 
ever appears in publick againſt their prevailing Vice, 
goes for nothing; being either not applied, or paſ- 
ling only for Libel and Slander, proceeding from the 
Malice and Envy of a Party. 

i nave ſometimes thought that if I had lived 
at Rome, in the Time of the firſt Triumwirate, I 
ſhould have been tempted to write a Letter, as from 
an unknown Hand, to thoſe three great Men, who 
had then uſurped the ſovereiga Power ; wherein I 
would freely and fincerely tell each of them that 
Fault which 1 conceived was moſt odious, and of 
worit Conſequence to the Commonwealth. That 
to Craſſus ſhould have been ſent to him after his 
— in Meſopotamia, and in the following 

erms: 
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« 'To Marcus Craſſus, Health. 


IF you apply, as you ought, what I now 
Vite, you will be more obliged to me than to all 
the World, hardly excepting your Parents, or 
« your Co ntry. I intend to tell you, without Diſ- 
«*« guite or Prejudice, the Opinion which the World 
«© hath entertained of you; and to let you ſee I 
«« write this without any Sort of III-will, you ſhall 
te firſt hear the Sentiments they have to your Ad- 
« yantage, No Man diſputes the Gracefulneſs of 
«« your Perſon : you are allowed to have a good and 
clear Underſtanding, cultiv-/- y the Knowledge 
« of Men and Manners, aichourh not ty Literature; 
« you are no ill Orator in the Scnatc ; you are iaid 
to excel in the Art of bridling aud ſubduing your 
« Anger, and —_— concealing your Reſent- 
ments; you have a molt ſucceſsful General, 
of long Experience, great Conduct, and much 
* perſonal Courage; you have gained many impor- 
< tant Victories for the Commonwealth, and forced 
the ſtrongeſt Towns in Meſopotamia to ſurrendcr, 
* for which frequent Sapplications have been decreed 
* by the Senate. Yet, with all theſe Qualities, and 
* this Merit, give me leave to ſay, you are neither 
* beloved by the Patricians nor Plebeians at Home, 
* nor by the Officers or private Soldiers of your 
* own Army abroad. And do you know, Craſſus, 
* that this is owing to a Fault, of which you may 
cure yourſelf by one Minute's Reflection? What 
* ſhalll ſay? You are the richeſt Perſon in the 
« Commonwealth : yo! have no Male Child; your 
„ Daughters are all married to wealthy Patrictans; 
« vou are far in the Decline of Life, and yet you 
& arc deep'y flaincd with that odious and _ 
* / N 
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« Vice of Covetouſneſe. It is affirmed, that you de 
« ſcend even to the meaneſt and moſt ſcandalous De 
« orees of it; and, while you poſſeſs ſo many Mil- 
« ſions, while you are daily acquiring ſo many more» 
« you are ſolicitous how to ſave a ſingle Scſterce; of 
„ which an hundred ignominious Inſtances are pro- 
„ duced, and in all Mens Mouths. I will only 
mention that Paſſage of the By/ſeins *, which, after 
« abundance of Perſuaſion, you would hardly ſuffer 
eto be cut from your Legs, when they were ſo wet 
and cold, that to have kept them on would have en- 
“ dangered your Life. 

* IxsTEAD of uſing the common Arguments to 
diſſuade you from this Weakneſs, I will endeavour 
* to convince you, that you are really guilty of it; 
and leave the Cure to your own good Senſe. For, 
perhaps, you are not yet perſuaded this is your 
Crime ; you have, probably, never yet been re. 
preached for it to your Face; and what you are 
now told comes from one unknown, and, it ma 
be, from an Enemy. You will allow yourſelt, 
indeed, to be prudent in the Management of your 
Fortune; you are not a Prodigal, like Cladius, or 
Catiline, but ſurely that deſerves not the Name 
of Avarice. I will inform you how to be con- 
vinced. Diſguiſe your Perſon; go among the 
common People in Rome ; introduce Diſcourſes 
about yourſelt ; enquire your own Character: Do 
the ſame in your own Camp; walk about it in the 
Evening, hearken at every Tent; aud, if you do 
not hear every Mouth cenſuring. lamenting, curſ- 
ing this Vice in you, and even you for this Vice, 
conclude yourſelf innocent. It you be not yet 
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perſuaded, ſend for Atticus, Serwins Sulpicius, 
Cate, or Brutus; they are all your Friends; con- 
jure them to tell you, ingenuouſly, which is your 
great Fault, and which they would chiefly with 
you to correct; if they do not agree in their Ver- 
dict, in the Name of all the Gads, you are acquit- 
ted. 
„% Wurx your Adverſaries reflect how far you are 
gone in this Vice, they are tempted to talk as if 
we owed our Succeſſes not to your Courage or Con- 
duct, but to thoſe Veteran Troops you command; 
who are able to conquer under any General, with 
ſo many brave and experienced Officers to lead 
them. Beſides, we know the Conſequences your 
Avarice hath often occaſioned. The Soldier hath 
been ſtarving for Bread, ſurrounded with Plenty, 
and in an Enemy's Country; but ail under Sqe- 
guards and Contributions ; which, if you had ſome- 
times pleaſed to have exchanged for Prow/ons, 
might, atthe Expence of a few Talents in a Cam- 
paign, have ſo endeared you to the Army, that 
they would have def:red you to lead them to the 
utmoſt Limits of . But you rather choſe to 
confine your Conqueſts within the frunful Coun- 
try of Meſopotamia, where Plenty of Money might 
be raiſed. How far that fatal Greedine's of Gold 
might have influenced you, in breaking off the 
Treaty with the old Parthian King Ort, you 
beſt can tell; your Enemies charge you with it ; 
your Friends offer nothing material in your De- 
fence; and all agree, there is nothing ſo pernicious 
which the Extremes of Avarice may not bc able to 
inſpire. | 
Tur Moment you quit thi: Vice, veu wil be 
a truly great Man; avs fill there vil Traper- 
fections 
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« feftions enough remain, to convince us you are not 
« Gad. Farewell.” 


PRRHArs a Letter of this Nature, ſent to ſo reaſon- 
able a Man as Craſſus, might have put him upon 
examining into himſelf, and correcting that little ſor- 
did Appetite, ſo utterly inconſiſtent with all Pretences 
to Heroi/m. A Youth, in the Heat of Blood, may 
plead, with ſome Shew of Reaſon, that he is not 
able to ſubdue his Luſts. An ambitious Man may 
uſe the ſame Arguments for his Love of Power ; or, 
perhaps, other Arguments to juſtify it. But Excefs 
of Avarice hath neither ob theſe Pleas to offer; it is 
not to be juſtified, and cannot pretend Temptation 
for Excuſe. Whence can the Temptation come? 
Reaſon diſclaims it altogether ; and it cannot be ſaid 
to lodge in the B/:od, or the Animal Spirits. So that 
I conclude, No Man of true Yalour, and true Under- 
der landing, upon whom this Vice hath ſtolen unawwares, 
ar hen he is convinced he 7s guilty, will ſuffer it to re- 
main in his Breaſt an Hour. 
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Inultus ut tu riſeris Cotyteia? 


Ii Anſwer to the Letter to the Examiner. 


Ste, London, Feb. 15, 1710. 


LTHOUGHI have wanted Leiſure to ac- 
knowledge the Honour of a Letter you was 
pleaſed to write to me, about fix Months ago; yet I 
have been very careful in obeying ſome of your 
Commands, and am going on as fait as I can, with 
the reſt. 1 wiſh you had thought fit to have conveyed 
them to me by a more private Hand than that of the 
Printing-Houje : For, although I was pleated with a 
Pattern of Style and Spirit, which I propoicd to imi- 
tate, yet I was forry the World ſhould be a Witneſs 
how far I fell ſhort in both. 

Jau afraid you did not conſider what an Abun- 
dance of Work you have cut out for me; neither am 
I at all comforted by the Promiſe you are fo kind 

[09 
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to make, that when I Save performed 


. 1 — 


he — 
Bal Il feel ſome 2 


— 1 in 
his Grave may . 
not inform you, having no Acquaintance at all 
2 Bur for the other two, I take 
Leave to aſſure you, ve not appeared 
the leaſt Signs of Bluſbing or Remorſe, in either, 
—_ ſome very good Opportunities have 8 


if they had thought 17 to 
with your Permiſſion, I ehe them engage * — 


tinue this Work until they be in their Graues too; 
1 am ſure, will happen much ſooner than the 


* deſire I would collect ſome of thoſe Indigni- 
ties offered laft Year to her Majeſty. I am ready to 
oblige you ; and have got a pretty tolerable Col- 
lection by me, which I am in * Sade whether to 
publiſh by itſelf in a large Volume in Folio, or 
icatter them here and there, occaſionally, in my 
Papers. Although, indeed, I am ſometimes think - 
ing to ſtifle them altogether ; becauſe ſuch a Hi- 
ſtory will be apt to give Foreigners a monſtrous 
Opinion of our Country. But, fince it is your ab- 
ſolute Opinion, that the World ſhould be inform- 
ed; I will, with the firſt Occaſion, pick out a few 
choice Infaxces, and let them take their Chance in 
the enſuing Papers. I have alſo, in my Cabinet. 
certain Quires of Paper, filled with Facts of Corrup- 
tion, Miſmanagement, Cowardice, Treachery, A- 
varice, Ambition, and the like; with an Al- 
phabetical Table, to ſave Trouble. And, per- 
haps, you will not wonder at the Care I take 
to be ſo well W when you confider 

Vor. VII. the 
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the vaſt Expence I am at. I feed, weekly, two 
or three W:it-ftarved Writers, who have no other 
viſible Support; beſide ſeveral others, who live 
upon my Offals. In ſhort, I am like a Nurſe, 
who ſuckles Twins at one 'Time; and hath, be- 
ſides, one or two Whelps conſtantly to draw her 
Breaſts. 

I wvsT needs confeſs (and it is with Grief I 
ſpeak it) that I have been the innocent Cauſe of a 
great Circulation of Dulneſs: At the ſame Time 

F have often wondered how it hath come to paſs, 
that theſe induſtrious People, after poring ſo con- 
ſtantly upon the Examiner, a Paper wiit with 
plain Senſe, and in a tolerable Style, have made 
ſo little Improvement. I am ſure it would have 
fallen out quite otherwiſe with me: For, by 
what 1 have {een of their Performances (and, I 
am credibly informed, they are all of a Piece) if 
I had peruſed them until now, I ſhould have been 
fit for little but to make an Advocate inthe ſame 
Cauſe. | | 

You, Sir, perhaps, will wonder, as moſt others 
do, what End theſe angry Folks propoſe, in writing 
perpetually againſt the Exemincy : It is not to be- 
get a beiter Opinion of the late Miniſtry, or with 
any Hope to convince the World that 1 am in the 
V, rong, in any one Fatt | relate; they know all 
that to be loſt Labour, and yet their Deſign is im- 
portant enough: "They would fain provoke me, by 
all Sorts of Methods within the Length of their 
Capacity, to auiwer their Papers; which would 
render mine wholly uſeleſs to the Publick : For, if 
it once came to Rejoinder and Reply, we thould be 
al! upon a Level; and then their Work would be 


'THERF 
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Tusk is one Gentleman“, indeed, who hath 
written three ſmall Pamphlets upon the Manage- 
ment of the War, and the Treaty of Peace. Thele 
I had intended to have beſtowed a Paper in c- 
amining; and could eafily have made it appear, 
that whatever he ſays of Truth, relates not at all 
to the Evils we complain of, or controuls one Syl- 
lable of what 1 have ever advanced. No body, 


that | know of, did ever diſpute the Duke ot 


Marlborough's Courage, Conduct, or Succeſs; they 
have been always unqueſtionable, and will cont:- 
nue to be fo, in ſpight of the Malice of his E- 
nemies, or, Which is yet more, the Weakneſs of 
his Advocates. 'Vhe Nation only wiſhed to ſee 
him taken out of ill Hands, and put into ber- 
ter. But what is all this to the Conduct of the 
late Miniſtry, the ſhameful Miſmanagements in 
Spain, or the wrong Steps in the Treaty of Peace ; 
the Secret of which will not bear the Light, and is, 
conſequently, by this Author very poorly defend- 
ed? Theſe, and many other Things, I would have 
ſnewn; but, upon ſecond Thoughts, determined 
to have it done in a Diſcourſe by itſelf, rather 
than take up Room here, and break into the De- 
fign of this Paper, from whence I have reſolved to 
baniſh Controverſy as much as poſſible. But 
the Poſtſcript to his third Pamphlet was enough to 
diiguſt me from having any Dealings at all with 
fuch a Writer ; unleſs that Part was left to ſome 
F::tman he hath picked up among the Boys who 
follow the Camp, whoſe Charatter it would ſuit 


much better than that of the ſuppoſed Author: At 


leaſt, the foul Language, the idle, impotent Me- 


« Dr. Hare, afterwards Biſhop of Chicheſter, 
L 2 Naces, 
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naces, and the groſs perverting of an innocent Ex- 
preſſion in the fourth Examiner, joined to that Re- 
ſpect I ſhall ever have for the Function of a Divine, 
would incline me to believe ſo. But when he turns 
off his Foot man, and diſclaims that Poſtſcript, I will 
tear it out, and fee how far the reſt deſerves to be 
conſidered. 

Bur, Sir, I labour under a much greater Diffi- 
culty, upon which I ſhould be glad to hear your Ad- 
vice. I am worried, on one Side, by the ige, for 
being too ſevere ; and by the Tories, on the other, 
for being too gentle. I have formerly hinted a Com- 
plaint of this ; but, having lately received two pe- 
culiar Letters, among many others, I thought no- 
thing could better repreſent my Condition, or the 
Opinion which the warm Men of both Sides have 
of my Conduct, than to ſend you a Tranſcript of 
each. The former is exactly in theſe Words : 


„To the Examiner. 


Mr. Examiner, 

* BY your continual reflecting upon the Con- 
duct of the late Miniſtry, and by your Encomi- 
ums on the preſent, it is as clear as the Sun at Noon- 
dar, that you are a Jeſuit, or Nomjuror, employ- 
ed by the Friends of the Pretender to endeavour 
to introduce Popery and Slavery, and Arbitrary 
„ Power, and to infringe the ſacred Act for Tule- 
ration of Diſſenters. Now, Sir, fince the m 
&« ingenious Authors, who write weekly againſt you, 
are not able to teach you better Manners, I would 
have you to know, that thoſe great and excellent 
Men, as low as you think them at preſent, do 
not want Friends that will take the firſt proper 

*« Occaſion 
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Occaſion to cut your Throat, as all ſuch Enemies 
to Moderation ought to be ſerved. It is well you 
* have cleared another Perſon from being Author 
* of your curſed Libels ; although, d— mme, 
perhaps after all, that may be a Bamboozl/e too. 
* However, I hope we ſhall ſoon ferret you out. 
Therefore I adviſe you, as a Friend, to let fall 
your Pen, and retire betimes ; for our Patience is 
now at an End. It is enough to loſe our Power and 
*«* Employments, without ſetting the whole Nation 
* againſt us. Conſider, three Years is the Life of 
* a Party; d—— mme, «very Dog hath his Day, and 
© jt will be our Turn next: Therefore, take Warn- 
ing, and learn to /e:p in a aui Skin ; or, when- 
ever we are uppermoſt, by G d you ſhall find 
* no Mercy.” 


Taz other Letter was in the following Terms: 


To the Examiner. 
a | 

© I am a Country Member, and conſtantly ſend a 
„Dozen of your Papers down to my Electors, I 
have read them all, but, I confeſs, not with the 
Satisfaction I expected. It is plain you know 
* a great deal more than you write; why will you 
not let us have it all out? We are told, that 
* the QUEEN hath been a long time treated with 
** Inſolence, by thoſe ſhe hath moſt obliged. Pray, 
Sir, let us have a few good Stories upon that 
Head. We have been cheated of ſeveral Millions; 
** why will not you ſet a Mark on the Knaves who 
are guilty, and ſhew us what Ways they took to 
rob the Fublick at ſuch a Rate? Inform us how 
* we came to be diſappoined of Peace, about two 
L 3 „e 
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« Years ago. In ſhort, turn the whole Myſtery of 
Iniquity inſide out, that every Body may have a 
View of it. But above all, explain to us what 
vas at the Bottom of that fame /mpeachment : 1 
am ſure I never liked it ; for, at that very Time, 
* a diſſenting Preacher, in our Neighbourhcod, came 
* often to {ee our Parſon ; it could be for no Good, 
* for he would walk about the Barns and the Sta- 
„ bles, and deſire to look into the Church, as whos 
* hould ſay, Theſe will ſhortly be mine: and we all 
believed he was then contriving ſome Alterations, 
** againſt he got into Poſſeſſion. And I ſhall never 
** ſorget, that a Fhig-Fuftice offered me then very 
* high for my Biſhop's Leaſe. I muſt be fo bold 
** to tell you, Sir, that you are too favourable : Iam 
ſure there was no living in Quiet for us, while 
they were in the Sadale. I was turned out of the 
the Commiſſion, and called a Facsbite, although 
it coſt me a thouſand Pounds in joining with 
Prince of Orange at the Rewolution. Ihe Diſco- 
veries I would have you make, are of ſome Facts 
for which they ought to be hanged ; not that J 
value their Heads, but I would ſee them expoſed, 
** which may be done upon the Owners Shoulders as 
well as upon a Pole, Sc. 


Tusk, Sir, are the Sentiments of a whole Party 
on one Side, and of conſiderable Numbers on the 
other: However, taking the Medium between theſe 
Extremes, I think to go on as I have hitherto done, 
although I am ſenſible my Paper would be more 
popular, if Idid not lean too much to the favourable 


Side. For nothing delights the People more, than 


to ſee their Oppreſlors humbled, and all their Actions 
painted with proper Colours, ſet out in open View. 
| E xattes 
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Exactos Tyrannos denſum humeris bibit aure wul- 


14. 
8 Bur as for the hig, J am in ſome doubt, whe- 


ther this mighty Concern they ſhe for the Honour 
of the late Miniſtry, may not be affected; at leaſt 
whether their Maſters will thank them for their Zeal 
in ſuch a Cauſe. It is, I think, a known Story of 
a Gentleman, who fought another for calling him 
Son of a Whore ; but his Mother defired her Son to 
make no more Quarrels upon that Subject, Sec 
it awas true. For, pray, Sir, doth it not look like a 
Jeſt, that ſuch a perni-10us Crew, after draining our 
Wealth, and diicovering the moſt deſtructive De- 
ſigns againſt our Church and State; inſtead of thank- 
ing Fortune that they are got off ſafe in their Perſons 
and Plunder, ſhould hire theſe Bullies of the Pen, to 
defend their Reputations ? I remember, I thought 
it the hardeſt Caſe in the World, when a poor Ac- 
quaintance of mine, having falles in among Sharpers, 
where he loſt all his Money, and then complaining 
he was cheated, got a good Beating into the Bargain, 


for offering to affront Gentlemen. | believe the _ 


Reaſon why theſe Purloiners of the Publick, cauſe 
ſuch a Clutter to be made about their Reputations, 
is to prevent Inquiſitions that might tend towards 
making them refund : Like thoſe Women they call 
Shop-lifters, who, when they are challenged for their 
Thefts, appear to be mighty angry and affronted, 
for fearot being ſearched. 

I witL diſmiſs you, Sir, when I have taken no- 
tice of one Particular, Perhaps you may have ob- 
terved in the tolerated factious Papers of the Week, 
that the Earl of Rocheſtcr is frequently reflected on 
for having been Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioner and Lord 
Tregſurer, in the Reign of the late King James. 

L 4 - "Da 
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The Fact is true; and it will not be denied, to his 
immortal Honour, that becauſe he could not compl 
with the Meaſures then taking, he reſigned 
thoſe Employments, of which the latter was imme- 
diately ſupplied by a Commiſſion, compoſed of two 
Popith Lords, and the preſent Earl of Godo/phin. 
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Laus ſumma in fortune bonis, non extuliſſe ſe in po- 
teſtate, non fuiſſe inſolentem in pecunia. non ſe pre- 
tuliſſe aliis propter abundantiam fortune. 


Am conſcious to myſelf, that I write this Paper 
with no other Intention but that of doing good. 
I never received Injury from the late Miniſtry ; nor 
Advantage from the preſent, farther than in common 
with every good Subject. There were among the 
former one or two, who muſt be allowed to have 
poſſeſſed very valuable Qualities ; but proceeding by 
a Syſtem of Politieks which our Conſtitution could 
not ſuffer, and diſcovering a Contempt of all Reli- 
gion, eſpecially of that which hath been ſo happily 
eſtabliſhed among us ever fince the Reformation; 
they ſeem to have been juſtly ſuſpected of no ve- 
ry good Inclinations to either. 


Ir 
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Ir is poſſible, that a Man may ſpeculatively pre- 
fer the Conſtitution of another Country, or an Le- 
pia of his own, before that of the Nation where he 
is born and lives; yet, from conſidering the Dan- 
gers of Innovation, the Corruptions of Mankind, and 
the frequent Impoſſibility of reducing Ideas to Prac- 
tice, he may join heartily in preſerving the preſent 
Order of 'Things, and be a true Friend to the Go- 
vernment already ſettled. So in Religion; a Man 
may, perhaps, have little or none of it at Heart; yet 
if he conceals his Opinions, if he endeavours to make 
no Proſelytes, advances no impious Tenets in Writ- 
ing or Diſcourſe ; if, according to the common A- 
theiftical Notion, he believes Religion to be only a 
Contrivance of Politicians for keeping the Vulgar in 
Awe, and that the preſent Model is better adjuſted 
than any other to 5 uſeful an End; although the 
Condition of ſuch a Man, as to his own future State, 
be very deplorable; yet Providence, which often 
works Good out of Evil, can make even ſuch a Man 
an Inſtrument for contributing towards the Preſerva- 
tion of the Church. 

Ox the other Side ; I take a State to be truly in 
Danger, both as to its Religion and Government, 
when a Set of ambitious Politicians, bred up in a 
Hatred to the Conſtitution, and a Contempt for all 
Religion, are torced upon exerting theſe Qualities in 
order to keep or increale their Power, by widening 
their Bottom, and taking in (like M:h:met) ſome 
Principles from every Party, that is in any Way dii- 
contented at the preſent Faith and Settlement; which 
was manifeſtly our Caſe. Upon this Occaſion, | re- 
member to have aſked ſome conſiderable Hνν, 
Whether it did not bring a Diſreputation upon their 
Body, to have the whole Herd of Preſbyterians, In- 
4 dePencents, 
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dependents, Atheiſts, Anabaptiſts, Deiſts, Quakers, 
and Seciniaut, openly and univerſally liſted under 
their Banners? They anſwered, That all this was ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary, in order to make a Balance a- 
gainſt the Torzes ; and all little enough: For, indeed, 
it was as much as they could poſlibly do, although 
aſſiſted with the abſolute Power of diſpoſing every 
Employment; whule che Bulk of the Egli Gentry 
kept firm to their old Principles in Church and 
State. 

BuT, notwithſtanding whatever I have hitherto 
ſaid, I am informed, 1everal among the I big con- 
tinue ſtill ſo refractory, that they will hardly allow 
the Heads of their Party to have entertained any 
Deſigns of ruining the Conſlitution; or that they 
would have endeavoured it, if they had continued in 
Power. I beg their Pardon, if I have diſcovered a 
Secret ; but who could imagine they ever intended it 
ſhould be one, after thoſe Owert Aas, with which 
they thought fit to conclude their Farce ? But, per- 
haps, they zow find it convenient to deny vigorouſly, 
that the Queſtion may remain, A was the ol Min:- 
ſtry changed? Which they urge on, without ceaiing, as 
if no Occaſion in the leaſt had been given; but that 
all were owing to the Infinuations of crafty Men, 
practiſing upon the Weakneſs of an eaſy Prince. I 
mall therefore offer, among an hundred, one Reaſon 
for this Change, which, I think, would juſtify 
any Monarch who ever reigned, for the like Proceed- 
ing. 

1. is notorious enough, how highly Princes have 
been blamed in the Hiſtories of all Countries, parti- 
cularly of our own, upon the Account of their M:- 
u; Who have been ever juſtly odious to the Peo- 
ple, for their Inſolence and Avarice, and engroſſing 


the 
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the Favours of their Maſters. Whoever hath been 
the leaſt converſant in the Exgliſh Story, cannot but 
have heard of Gawefton, the Spenſer:, and ſome others; 
who, by the Exceſs and Abuſe of their Power, coft 
the Princes they ſerved, or rather governed, their 
Crowns and Lives. However, in the Caſe of M. 
nion, it muſt at leaſt be acknowledged, that the 
Prince is pleaſed and happy, although his Subjects be 
aggrieved ; and he has the Plea of Friendſhip to ex- 
cuſe him, which is a Diſpoſition of generous Minds, 
Beſides, a wiſe Minton, although he be haughty to 
others, is humble and infinuating to his Maſter, and 
cultivates his Favour by Obedience and Reſpect. But 
our Misfortune hath been a great deal worſe ; we 
have ſuffered for ſome Years under the Oppreſſion, 
the Avarice, and Inſolence of thoſe, for whom the 
Queen had neither Eſteem nor Friendſhip ; who ra- 
ther ſeemed to ſnatch their own Dues, than receive 
the Favour of their Sovereign ; and were ſo far from 
returning Reſpect, that they forgot common Good 
Manners. 'They impoſed on their Prince, by urging 
the Neceſſity of Affairs of their own creating: They 
firſt raiſed Difficulties, and then offered them as Ar- 
guments to keep themſelves in Power. They united 
themſelves, againſt Nature and Principle, to a Party 
they had always abhorred, and which was now con- 
tent to come in upon any Terms, leaving them and 
their Creatures in full Poſſeſſion of the Court. Then 
they urged the formidable Strength of that Party, 
and the Dangers which muſt follow by diſoblig- 
ing it. So that it ſeems almoſt a Miracle, how a 
Princeſs, thus beſieged on all Sides, could alonc have 
Courage and Prudence enough to extricate her- 
ſelf. 


Ax p 
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Ax bd, indeed there is a Point of Hiſtory relating 
to this Matter, which well deſerveth to be conſider- 
ed. When her Majeſty came to the Crown, ſhe 
took into Favour and Employment ſeveral Perſons 
who were eſteemed the beſt Friends of the old Con- 
ſtitution; among whom none were reckoned farther 
gone in the High- church Principles (as they are uſu- 
ally called) than two or three who had, at that 
Time, moſt Credit; and ever ſince, until within theſe 
few Months, poſſeſſed all Power at Court. So that 
the firſt Umbrage given to the Whigs, and the Pre- 
tences for clamouring againſt France and the Pretend- 
er were derived from them. And, I believe, nothing 
appeared then more unlikely, than that ſuch differ- 
ent Opinions ſhould ever incorporate ; that Party 
having, upon former Occaſions, treated thoſe very 
Perſons with Enmity enough. But ſome Lords, then 
about Court, and in the Quzen's good Graces, not 
able to endure thoſe growing Impoſitions upon the 
Prince and People, preſumed to interpoſe ; and were 
conſequently ſoon removed and diſgraced. However, 
when a moſt exorbitant Grant was propoſed, antece- 
dent to any viſible Merit, it miſcarried in Parlia- 
ment, for want of being ſeconded by thoſe who had 
molt Credit in the Houſe; and, who having always 
oppoſed the like Exceſſes in a former Reign, thought 
it their Duty to do ſo ſtill, to ſhew the World, that 
the Diſlike was not againſt Perſons, but Things. 
But this was to croſs the Oligarchy in the tendereſt 
Point ; a Point which outweighed all Confiderations 
of Duty and Gratitude to their Prince, or Regard to 
the Conſtitution : And, therefore, after having in ſe- 
veral private Meetings concerted Meaſures with their 
old Enemies, and granted as well as received Condi- 
tons, they began to change their Style and their 
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Countenance, and to put it as a Maxim in the 
Mouths of their Emiſſaries, That England muſt be 
faved by Whigs. This unnatural League was after- 
wards cultivated by another Incident, I mean the 
Ad of Security, and the Conſequences of it, which 
every body knows; when (to uſe the Words of my 
Correſ pondent ) the S overetgn Authority was par- 
celled out among the Faction, and made the Purchaſe 
of Indemnity for an offending Minifter. Thus, the 

nion of the two Kingdoms improved that between 
the Miniſtry and the Tanto, which was afterwards 
cemented by their mutual Danger in that Storm they 
ſo narrowly eſcaped about three Years ago ; but 
however, was not quite perfected till Prince George's 
Death ; and then they went lovingly on together, 
both fatisfied with their ſeveral Shares, at full Liber- 
ty to gratify their predominant Inclinations ; the firſt 
their Avarice and Ambition ; the other, their Models 
of Innovation in Church and State. 

THEREFORE, Whoever thinks fit to revive that 
baffled Queſtion, Why was the late Miniſtry changed? 
may receive the following Anſwer : That it was 
become neceflary, by the Infolence and Avarice ot 
ſome about the Que tx, who, in order to perpetu- 
ate their Tyranny, had made a monſtrous Alliance 
with thoſe who profeſs Principles deſtructive to our 
Religion and Government. If this will not ſuffice ; 
let him make an Abſtract of all the Abuſes I have 
mentioned in my former Papers, and view them to- 
gether ; after which, if he ftill remain unſatisfied, le: 
him ſuſpend his Opinion a few Weeks longer. Al- 
though, after all, | think the Queſtion as trifling as 
that of the Papiſts, when they aſk us, Where xwar 
aur Religion before Luther ? And, indeed, the Mi- 
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iſtry was changed for the ſame Reaſons that Religion 
— ; becauſe a thouſand Corruptions had 


crept into the Diſcipline and Doctrine of the State, 
by the Pride, the Avarice, the Fraud, and the Ambi- 
tion of thoſe av adminiſtered to us in ſecular Affairs. 
I vEaRD myſelf cenſured the other Day in a Cof- 
fee-houle, for — to rms 4 _ to Cra/- 
ws, againſt a great Man, who is ſtill in Employment, 
= likely to — ſo. What if I had really intend- 
ed that ſuch an Application ſhould be given it ? I can- 
not perceive how I could be juſtly blamed for ſo gentle 
a Reproof. If I ſaw a handſome young Fellow, going 
to a Ball at Court, with a great Smut upon his Face; 
could he take it ill in me to point out the Place, 
and defire him, with abundance of good Words, 
to pull out his Handkerchief and wipe it off; or 
bring him to a Glaſs, where he might plainly ſee it 
with his own Eyes? Doth any Man think I ſhall 
ſuffer my Pen to inveigh againſt V ices, only becauſe 
they are charged upon Perſons who are no longer 
in Power? Every body knows, that certain Vices 
are more or leſs pernicious, according to the Stations 
of thoſe who poſſeſs them. For Example, Lewdneſs 
and Intemperance are not of ſo bad Conſequences in 
a Town Rake, as in a Divine; Cowardice in a Law- 
yer is more ſupportable than in an Officer of the 
Army. If I ſhould find Fault with an Admiral, be- 
| Cauſe he wanted Po/iteneſs ; or an Alderman, for not 
underſtanding Greek; that, indeed, would be to go 
out of the Way for an Occaſion of quarrelling. But 
exceſſive Avarice in a General is, I think, the great- 
eſt Defed he can be liable to, next to thoſe of Cou- 
rage and Conduct, and may be attended with the 
moit rainous Conſequences, as it was in Craſſus, who 
to at V ice alone owed the Deſtruction of himieif 


ard 
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and his Army. It is the ſame thing in 
Mens Excellencies ; which are more or leſs valuable 
as the Perſon you commend hath ocaſion to employ 
them. A Man may, * mean honeſtly; yet, 
if he be not able to ſpell, he ſhall never have my 
Vote to be a Secretary. Another may have Wit and 
Learning in a Poſt where Honeſty, with plain Com- 
mon Senſe, are of much more Uſe. You may praiſe 
a Soldier for his Skill at Ch, becauſe it is ſaid to be 
a . the Emblem of drawing up an 
Army; this, to a Treaſurer, would be no more 
a Compliment, than if you called him a Gameſter, or 
a Jockey. 

P. S. I have received a Letter, relating to Mr. 


Green/hields. The Perſon that ſent it may know, 
that I will ſay ſomething to it in the next Pa- 
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Que enim domus tam flabilis, que tam firma civitas 
eft, gur non odiis atque diffidiis funditus poſſit 


everti P 


F we examine what Societies of Men are in cloſeſt 

Union among themſelves, we ſhall find them either 
ty be thoſe who are engaged in ſome evil Deſign, or 
who labour under one common Misfortune. Thus 
the Troops of Banditti in ſeveral Countries abroad, 
the Knots of Highwaymen in our own Nation, the 
ſeveral Tribes of Sharpers, Thie, and Pickpockets, 
with many others, are ſo firmly knit together, that 
nothing is more difficult than to break or diſſolve 
their ſeveral Gargs : So likewiſe, thoſe who are Fel- 
low-Suſferers under any Misfortune, whether it be 
in Reality or Opinion, are uſually contracted into 
à very ſtrict Union; as we may obſerve in the Pa- 
1/75 throughout this Kingdom, under thoſe real Dif- 

Vor. VII. *I ficultie: 
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ficulties which are juſtly put on them; and in the ſe- 
veral Schiſms of Preſbyterians, and other Sects, un- 
der that grievous Perſecution of the modern Kind, 
called Want of Power. And the Reaſon why ſuch 
Confederacies are kept ſo ſacred and inviolable, is 
very plain; becauſe in each of thoſe Caſes I have 
mentioned, the whole Body is moved by one Spirit, 
in Purſuit of one general End, and the Intereſt of In- 
dividuals is not croſſed by each other,or by thew hole, 

Now both theſe Motives are joined to unite the 
High-flying Whigs at preſent : They have been al- 
ways engaged in an v Deſign, and of late they are 
faſter rivetted by that terrible Calamity, the Loſs of 
Power. So that whatever Deſigns a miſchievous 
Crew of dark Confederates may poflibly entertain, 
who will ſtop at no Means to compaſs them, may 
be juſtly apprehended from theſe. 

On the other Side, thoſe who wiſh well to the 
Publick, and would gladly contribute to its Service, 
are apt to differ intheir Opinions about the Methods 
of promoting it ; and when their Party flouriſhes, 
are ſometimes envious at thoſe in Power ; ready to 
over-value their own Merit, and be impatient until 
it be rewarded by the Meaſure they have preſcribed 
for themſelves. There is a farther Topick of Con- 
rention, which a ruling Party is apt to fall into in 
relation to Retreſpectians, and Enquiry into paſt Miſ- 
carriages ; wherein /ome are thought too warm and 
zealous, others too cool and remils ; while, in the 
mean Time, theſe Diviſions are induſtriouſly foment- 
ed by the diſcarded Faction; which, although it be 
an old Practice, hath been much improved in the 
Schools of the Feſuite, who, when they deſpaired ot 
perverting this Nation to Popery by Arguments or 
Plots againſt the State, ſent their Emiſſaries ” * 
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divide us into Schiſms. And chis Expedient is now 
with great Propriety taken up by our Men of in- 
cenſed Moderation z becauſe they ſuppoſe themſelves 
able to attack the ſtrongeſt of our Subdiviſions, and 
ſo ſubdue us one after another. Nothing better re- 
ſembles this Proceeding, than that famous Combat 
between the Horatii and Curiatii ; whete two of the 
former being killed, the third, who remained entire 
and untouched, was able to kill his three wounded 
Adverſaries, after he had divided them by a Strata- 

I well know with how tender a Hand all this 
ſhould be touched ; yet, at the ſame time, I think it 
my Duty to warn the Friends, as well as «xpo/e the 
Enemies of the publick Weal ; and to begin preach- 
ing up Union upon the firſt Suſpicion that any Steps 
are made to diſturb it. 

Bur the two chief Subjects of Diſcontent, which, 
upon moſt great Changes in the Management of pub- 
lick Aﬀairs, are apt to breed Differences among 
thoſe who are in Poſſeſſion, are what I have juſt now 
mentioned; a Deſire of puniſhing the Corruption of 
former Managers; and the rewarding Merit among 
thoſe who have been any way inſtrumental or con- 
ſenting to the Change. The firſt of theſe is a Point 
ſo nice, that I ſh rpoſely wave it. But the 
latter I take to fall properly within my Diſtrict. By 
Merit J here underſtand that Value which every 
Man puts upon his own Deſervings from the Publick. 
And, I believe, there could not be a more difficult 
Employment found out, than that of Paymaſter-Ge- 
eral to this Sort of Merit; or a more noiſy, crowd- 
ed Place, than a Court of Judicature, erected to ſet- 
tle and adjuſt every Man's Claim upon that Article. 
I imagine, if this had fallen into the Fancy of the 
ancient Poets, they would have dreſſed it up, after 

M | their 
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their Manner, into an a ble Fiction; and given 
us a Genealogy and Defcription of Merit, 

not very different from that which follows : 


A Poetical Genealtry and Deſcription of Mexrr, 


© THAT true Merit was the Son of Firtue and 
* Honcur; but that there was likewiſe a ſpurious 
* Child who uſurped the Name, and whoſe Parents 
« were Vanity and Impudence. That, at a Dillance, 
„there was a great Reſemblance between them, and 
they were often miſtaken for each other. That the 
« Baſtard Iſſue had a loud forill Voice, which was 
*« perpetually employed in Crawings and Complaints; 
* while the other never ſpoke louder than a F;/per 
« and was often ſo baſhful, that he could not f| 
* at all. That in all great Aſſemblies the fa//e Merit 
* would ſtep before the truc, and ftand juſt in his 
« Way; was conſtantly at Court, or great Mens 
« Lewees, or whiſpering in ſome Muuſter's Ear. 
That the more you fed him, the more hungry 
and importunate he grew. That he often paſſed 
for the true Son of Virtue and Honour, and the 
«« Genuine for an Impoſtor. That he was born diſ- 
« torted and a Dwarf, but by Force of Art appear- 
« ed ofa handſome Shape, and taller than the uſual 
4 Size; and that none but thoſe who were wiſe and 
good, as well as vigilant, could diſcover his Little- 
«« neſs or Deformity. That the true Merit had been 
often forced totheIndignity of applying to the {aſe 
for his Credit with thoſe in Power, and to keep 
% hamſelf from ſtarving. That fal/e Merit filled the 
Anti- Chambers with a Crew of his Dependants and 
Creatures, ſuch as Projector, Schematiſis, Occafi- 
«* onal Converts to a Party, proflitute Flatterers, 
« flarveling Writers, Buffoons, Salla au Politicians, 
| . «empty 


« empty Orators, and the like; who all owned him 
« for their Patron, and grew diſcontented if they 
« were not immediately fed.” 


Tuis metaphorical Deſcription of falſe Merit is, 
doubt, calculated for moſt Countries in Chriſten- 
dom; and as to our own, I believe it may be ſaid, 
with a ſufficient Reſerve of Charity, that we are ful- 
ly able to reward every Man among us according 
to his real Deſervings. And, I think, I may add, 
without Suſpicion of Flattery, that never any Prince 
had a Miniſtry with a better Judgment to dittinguiſh 
between falſe and real Merit, than that which is now 
at the Helm ; or whoſe Inclination, as well as In- 
tereſt, it is to encourage the latter. And it ought to 
be obſerved, that thoſe great and excellent Perſans 
we ſee at the Head of Affairs, are of the s 
un, perſonal, voluntary Choice; not forced upon 
her by any in/olent, over-grown Favourite, or by the 
23 Neceſlity of complying with an unruly 

action. 

Yer theſe are the Perſons whom thoſe Scandals 
to the Preſs, in their daily Pamphlets and Papers, 
openly revile at io ignominious a Rate, as, I believe, 
was never tolerated before, under any Government. 
For turely no lawful Power derived from a Prince 
ſhould be ſo far affronted, as to leave thoſe who are in 
Authority, expoled to every ſcurrilous Libeller : be- 
caute in this Point, I make a mighty Difference be- 
tween thoſe who are iz, and taoſe who are out of 
Power; not upon any Regard to their Perſons,but the 
Stations they are placed in by the Sovereign. And if 
my Diſtinction be right, I think I might appeal to 
any Man, whether, if a Stranger were to read the 
Invectives Which are daily publiſhed again the pre- 
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ſent Miniſtry, and the outragious Fury of the Au- 
thors againſt me for cenſuring the laſt ; he would not 
conclude the Whigs to be at this Time in full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Power and Favour, and the Tories entirely 
at Mercy. But all this now ceaſes to be a Wonder, 
fince the Q herſelf is no longer ſpared ; wit- 
neſs the Libel publiſhed ſome Days ago, under the 
Title of 4 Letter to Sir |——b B——ks, where 
the Reflections upon her Majeſty are much 
more plain and direct than ever the Examiner thought 
fit to publiſh againſt the moſt obnoxious Perſons in a 
M ry, diſcarded for endeavouring the Ruin of 
their Prince and Country. Cæſar, indeed, threat- 
ened to hang the Pyrates for preſuming to diſturb 
him, while he was their Priſoner aboard their Ship. 
But it was Cz/+r who did ſo, and he did it to a 
Crew of pu? lick Robbers ; and it became the Great- 
neſs of his Spirit, for he livedto execute what he had 
threatened. Had they been in his Power, and ſent 
ſuch a Meſſage, it could be imputed to nothing but 

the Extremes of Impudence, Folly, or Madneſs. 
I ap a Letter laſt Week, relating to Mr. Green- 
Ferelds, an 4 N Clergyman of Scotland, and the 
Writer ſcems to be a Gentleman of that Part of Hri- 
tai, 1 remember, formerly to have read a printed 
Account of Mr. Greer/hields's Cale, who has been 
proſecuted and ſile need for no other Reafon beſides 
reading Divine Service after the Manner of the 
Churca of Erg/ond, to his own Congregation, who 
deſtred it; though, as the Gentleman who writes to 
me ſays, there is no Law in Scatlund againſt thoſe 
Meetings, and he adds, that the Sentence pronounced 
againſt Mr. Grecnſhieldti will foon be armed, if ſeme 
Care be nat taken to prevent it. I am aliogeiher un- 
informed in che Particulars of this Cate, 2 
idee, 
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ſides, to treat it juſtly, would not come within the 
compaſs of my Paper ; therefore | could wiſh the 
Gentleman would undertake it in a Diſcourſe by it- 
ſelf; and I ſhould be glad he would inform the Pub- 
lick in one Fact, Whether Epiſcopa/ Aſſemblies are 
freely allowed in Scotland? "Tis notorious, that 
abundance of their Clergy fled from thence ſome 
Years ago into England and Irelandzas from a Perſe- 
cution ; but it-was alledged by their - Enemies, that 
they refuſed to take the Oaths to the Government, 
which, however, none of them ſcrupled when they 
came among us. It is ſomewhat extraordinary to 
ſee our Whigs and Fanaticks xeep ſuch a Stir about 
the ſacred A of Toleration, while their Brethren will 
not allow a Connivance in ſo near a Neighbourhood; 
eſpecially if what the Gentleman inſiſts on in his Let- 
ter be true, that nine Parts in ten of the Nobility 
and Gentry, and two in three of the Commons are 
epiſcopal; of which, one Argument he offers is, the 

reſent Choice of their Repreſentatives in both 
Houſes, tho" oppoſed to the utmaſt by the Preach- 
ings, Threatnings, and Anathema's of the Kirk. Such 
Uſage to a Majority may, he thinks, be of danger- 
ous Conſequence ; and I entirely agree with him. 
If theſe be the Principles of the High-4irt, God 
— the Southern Parts from their Ty- 
ranny 
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Ex re fabellas. 


TFT H av, laſt Week, ſent me, by an unknown 
1 Hand, a Paſſage out of Plato, with ſome Hints 
how to apply it. That Author puts a Fable into 
the Mouth of 4rifophancs, with an Account of the 
Original of Lowe : That Mankind was at firſt crea- 
ted with four Arms and Legs, and all other Parts 
double to what they are now; till Fapiter, as a 
Puniſhment for his Sins, cleft him in two with a 
Thunderbolt, ſince which Time we are always look- 
ing out for our other Half ; and this is the Cauſe of 
Lowe. But Fupiter threatened, that if they did not 
mend their Manners, he would give them t'other 
Slit, and leave them to hop about in the Shape of 
Figures in Base re/ievo. The Effect of this laſt 
Threatning, my Correſpondent imagines, is now 

Come 
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come to paſs ; and that as the firſt Ylitting was the 
Original of Loc, by inclining us to ſearch for our 
other Half; ſo the ſecond was the Cauſe of Hatred, 
by prompting us to fly from our other Side, and di- 
viding the ſame Body into two, gave each Slice the 
Name of a Party. 

I approve the Fable and Application, with this 
Refinement upon it : For Partics do not only ſplit a 
Nation, but every Individual among them, leaving 
each but half their Strength, and Wit, and Honeſty, 
and Good Nature ; but one Eye and Ear for their 
Sight and Hearing, and equally lopping the reſt of 
the Senſes, Where Parties are pretty equal in a 
State, no Man can perceive one bad Quality in his 

own, or good one in his Adverſary's. Beſides, Party 
being a dry, diſagreeable Subject, it renders Con- 
verſation inſipid, or ſour, and confines Invention. I 
_ not here of the Leaders, but the inſignificant 
roud of Followers in a Party, who have been the 
Inſtruments of mixing itin every Condition and Cir- 
cumſtance of Life. As the Zealots among the Fewvs 
bound the Law about their Foreheads, and Wriſts, 
and Hems of their Garments, ſo the Women among 
us have got the diſtinguiſhing Marks of Party in their 
Muffs, their Fans, and their Furbelows. The Whig 
Ladies put on their Patches in a different Manner 
from the Tories. They have made Schi/ms in the Play- 
houſe,and each have their particular Side at the Opera. 
And when a Man changes his Party, he muſt infalli- 
bly count upon the Lois of his Miſtreſs. I aſked a 
Gentleman, the other Day, How he liked ſuch a La- 
dy? But he would not give me his Opinion till I had 
anſwered him whether ſhe were a Whig or Tory. Mr. 
—, fince he i knowa to viſit the preſent M ry, and 
lay ſome I imc under a Suſpicion of writing the Exa- 
miner, 
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miner, is no longer a Man of Vit; his very Poems 
have contracted a Stupidity, many Years after they 
were printed. | 
Havins lately ventured upon a metaphorical 
Genealogy of Merit, I thought it would be 
to add another of Party, or rather of Faction (to a- 
void Mittake) not telling the Reader whether it be 
my own, or a Quotation, till I know how it is 
oved. But whether I read, or dreamed it, the Fa- 
le is as iollows : 


* LIBERTY, the Daughter of Oppre/ſion, after 

% having brought forth ſeveral fair Children, as 
% Riches, Arts, Learning, Trade, and many others, 
« was at laſt delivered of her youngeſt Daughter, 
& called Fa cio, whom Juno, doing the Office 
aof the Midwife, diſtorted in its Birth, out of Envy 
to the Mother, from whence it derived its Peewiſp- 
% xs and ſickly Conſtitution. However, as it is 
« often the Nature of Parents to grow moſt fond of 
« their youngeſt and diſagreeableſt Children, ſo it 
happened with Liberty, who doated on this Daugh- 
ster to ſuch a Degree, that by her Good-will the 
* would never ſuffer the Girl to be out of her Sight. 
«« As Miſs Faction grew up, ſhe became ſo termagant 
and froward, that there was no enduring her any 
longer in Heaven. Jupiter gave her Warning to 
ce be gone; and her Mother, rather than forſake her, 
* took the whole Family down to Earth. She 
landed firſt in Greece, was expelled, by Degrees, 
„through all the Cities, by her Daughter's ill 
Conduct: fled afterwards to ah, and being ba- 
«* niſhed thence, took ſhelter among the Goths, with 
whom ſhe paſſed into moſt Parts of Europe; but, 
being driven out every where, ſhe began to loſe 
++ Eſteem 
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« Eſteem, and her Daughter's Faults were imputed 
* to herſelf : So that at this Time ſhe has hardly a 
e place in the World to retire to. — irate _ 
der what ſtrange Qualities this Daughter m a 
* eſs, ſufficient 70 Nat the Influence of ſo — 
« Mother, and the reſt of her Children. She always 
« affected to keep mean and ſcandalous Company; 
« yaluing no body, but juſt as they agreed with her 
« in every capricious Opinion ſhe thought fit to 
take up; and rigorouſly exacting Compliance, 
* though ſhe changed her Sentiments ever ſo often. 
„Her great Employment was to breed Diſcord a- 
* mong Friends and Relations, and make monſtrous 
« Alliances between thoſe whoſe Diſpoſitions leaſt 
* reſembled each other. Whoever offered to contra- 
dict her, though in the molt inſignificant Trifle,ſhe 
*. would be ſure to diſtinguiſh by ſome ignominious 
Appellation, and allow them to have neither Ho- 
* nour, Wit, Beauty, Learning, Honeſty, nor Com- 
mon Senſe. She intruded into all Companies 
at the moſt unſeaſonable Times; mixed at Balls, 
Aſſemblies, and other Parties of Pleaſure, haunted 
every Coffee-houſe and Bookſell:ys Shop, and, b 
her perpetual talking, filled all Places with Dit. 
turbance and Confution : She buzzed about the 
Merchant in the Exchange, the Divine in his Pul- 
* pit, and the SHhoptecper behind his Counter. Above 
** all, ſhe frequented puvlick Aemblies 5; where ſhe 
* ſat in the Shape of an obſcene, ominous Bird, ready 
to prompt her Friends as they ſpoke.” 


Ir I underſtand this Fable of Fa c r ion right, it 
ought to be applied to thoſe who ſer themſelves up 
azainſt the true Intcreſt and Conſtitution of their 
Country ; wiuch I wiſh the Undertakers for the 


3 late 
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late M-—ry would pleaſe to take notice of, or tell 
us by what Figure of Speech they pretend to call ſo 
great and unforced a Majority, with the Q —— 
at their Head, by the Name of the Factien; which 
is not unlike the Phraſe of the Nænjurors, who digni- 
fying one or two deprived Biſhops, and half a ſcore 
Clergymen of the ſame Stamp, with the Title of the 
Charch of Englund,exclude all the reſt as Schiſmatichs; 
or, like the Pr yteriant, laying the ſame Accuſation, 
with equal Juſtice, againſt the Eſtabliſned Religion. 
Ax here it may be worth enquiring, what are 
the true Characteriltics of a Fadtion; or how it is to 
be diſtinguiſhed from that great Body of the People 
who are Friends to the Conſtitution? The Heads of 
a Fa&ion are, uſually, a Set of Upſtarts, or Men 
ruined in their Fortunes, whom ſome great Change 
in a Government did at firſt, out of their Obſcurity, 
uce upon the Stage. They aſſociate themſelves 
with thoſe who diſlike the old Eſtabliſhment, Reli- 
gious and Civil. They are full of new Schemes 
m Politicks and Divinity ; they have an incurable 
Hatred againſt the old Nobility, and ſtrengthen 
their Party by Dependants raiſed from the loweſt of 

the People. They have ſeveral Ways of workin 

themſelves into Power; but they are ſure to be call 
when a corrupt Adminiſtration wants to be ſupport- 
ed againſt thoſe who are endeavouring at a Reform- 
ation ; and they firmly obſerve that celebrated Maxim 
of preſerving Power by the ſame Arts by which it is 
attained. They act with the Spirit of thoſe who be- 
heve their Time is but ſhort; and their firſt Care is 
to heap up immenſe Riches at the publick Expence ; 
m which they have two Ends, besides that com- 
mon one of iniatiable Avarice; which arc, to make 
the mielves neceſſary, and to keep the Common- 
4 wealth 


Noxren EXAMINER. 193 


wealth in Dependence. Thus they hope to compaſs 
their Deſign, which is, inſtead of fitting their Prin- 
ciples to the Conſtitution, to alter and adjuſt the 
Conſtitution to their own pernicious Principles. 

Tis eaſy determining by this Teſt, to which Side 
the Name of Faction moſt properly belongs. But, 
however, I will give them any Syſtem of Law, or 
Regal Government, from William the Conqueror to 
this preſent Time, to try whether they can tally it 
with their late Models; excepting only that of Crom- 
«vell, whom, perhaps, they will reckon for a Mon- 
arch. 

Ir the preſent Miniſtry, and ſo great a Majority in 
the Parliament and Kingdom be only a Faction, it 
muſt appear by ſome Actions, which anſwer the I- 
dea we uſually conceive from that Word. Have 
they abuſed the Prerogative of a Prince, or invaded 
the Rights and Liberties of the Subject ? Have they 
offered at any dangerous Innovations in Church and 
State? Have they broached any Doctrines of He- 
rely, Rebellion, or Tyranny ? Have any of them 
treated their Sovereign with Inſolence, engroſſed and 
ſold all her Favours, or deceived her by bale, gro{s 
Miſrepreſentations of her moſt faithful Servants ? 
Theſe are the Arts of a Faction, and whoever has 
practiſed them, they and their Followers mult take 
up with the Name. 

Ir is uſually reckoned a Fig Principle to appeal 
to the People; but that is only when they have been 
ſo wiſe as to poiſon their Underſtandings before - 
hand. Will they now ſtand to this Appeal, and be 
determined by their Vox populi, to which Side their 
Title of Faction belongs? And that the People are 
now left to the natural Freedom of their Underſtand - 
ing and Choice, I believe, our Adverſaries will hardly 

deny. 
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. They will now refuſe this A , and iti 
2 they ſhould ; and I will Fa! amd that, 
if our People reſembled the old Greciant, there 
might be Danger in ſuch a Trial. A pragmatical 
Orator told a great Man at Athens, That whenever 
the People were in their Rage they would certainly 
tear him to Pieces ; Yes, ſays the other, and they will 
do the ſame to you, whenever they are in their Wits, 
But, God be thanked, our Populace is more merci- 
ful in their Nature, and at preſent under better Di- 
rection; and the Orators among us have attempted 
to confound both Prerogative and Law in their So- 
vereign's Preſence, and before the higheſt Court of 
Judicature, without any Hazard to their Perſons. 


THE 
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Non eft ca medicina, cum ſane parti corporis ſcalpellum 
adbibetur, atque integre ; carmficina eft iſta, & 
crudelitas, Hi medentur reipublica, qui exſecant 
peſtem aliquam, tanguam ſirumam civitgtis. 


Am diverted from the general Subject of my 

Diſcourſes, to reflect upon an Event of a very ex- 
traordinary and ſurprizing Nature. A great Miniſter. 
in high Confidence with the Queen, under whote 
Management the Weight of Affairs at prefent is, in a 
great Meaſure, ſuppoſed to lie; ſitting in Council, in 
a Royal Palace, with a dozen of the chief Officers of 
the State, is ſtabbed at the very Board, in the Execu- 
tion of his Office, by the Hand of a French Papiſt, then 
under Examination for High Treaſon; the Aſ- 
ſaſſin redoubles his Blow, to make ſure Work; and. 
concluding the Chancellor was diſpatched, goes on 


2 Mr. Vl e, then Chancellor ef the Exc aer, afte: war at 


With 
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with the ſame Rage to murder a Principal Secretary 
of State: And that whole noble Aſſembly are forced 
to riſe and draw their Swords in their own Defence, 
as if a wild Beaſt had been let looſe among them. 
Tuis Fact hath ſome Circumſtances of Aggrava- 
tion, not to be paralleled by any of the like Kind 
we meet with in Hiſtory. Cæſar's Murder being 
rmed in the Senate, comes neareſt to the Caſe; 
ut that was an Affair concerted by great Numbers 
of the chief Senators, who were, likewiſe, the Actors 
in it; and not the Work of a vile, ſingle Ruffian, 
Harry the Third of France was ſtabbed by an en- 
tkufiaſtick Friar, whom he ſuffered to approach his 
Perſon, while thoſe who attended him ſtood at ſome 
Diftance. His Succeſſor met the ſame Fate in a 
Coach, where neither he, nor his Nobles, in ſuch a 
Confinement, were able to defend themſelves. In 
our own Country we have, I think, but one In- 
ſtance of this Sort, which has made any Noite : I 
mean that of F-/ton, about Fourſcore Years ago; but 
he took the Opportunity to ſtab the Duke of Buck- 
ingham in paſhng through a dark Lobby from one 
Room to another. The Blow was neither ſeen nor 
| heard, and the Murderer might have eſcaped, if 
his own Concern and Horror, as it is uſual in ſuch 
Caſes, had not betrayed him. Befides, that Act of 
Felton will admit of tome Exrenuation from the Mo- 
tive he is ſaid to have had: but this Attempt of 
Guiſcard ſeems to have outdone them all in every 
heightening Circumſtance, except the Difference of 
Perions between a King and a great Miniſter ; for [ 
give no Allowance at all to the Ditterence of Succeſs 
(which, however, is yet uncertain and depending) 
nor think it the leait Alleviation to the Crime, 
whatever it may be to the Puniſhment. , 
AM 
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I an ſenſible it is ill arguing from Particulars to 
Generals, and that we ought not to charge upon a 
Nation the Crimes of a few deſperate Villains itis ſo 
unfortunate to ce; yet, at the ſame time, it 
muſt be allowed, that the French have, for theſe laſt - 
Centuries, been ſomewhat too liberal of their - 
gers upon the Perſons of their greateſt Men; ſu 
as the Admiral de Coligny, the Dukes of Guiſe Father 
and Son, and the two Kings I laſt mentioned. I 
have ſometimes wondered how a People, whoſe Ge- 
nius ſeems wholly turned to Singing, and Dancing, 
and Prating, to Vanity and Impertinence ; who la 
ſo much Weight upon Modes and Geſtures ; whoſe 
Eſſentialities are generally ſo very ſuperficial ; who 
are uſually ſo ſerious upon Trifles, and fo trifling up- 
on what is ſerious, have been capable of commuting 
ſuch ſolid Villainies, more ſuitable to the Gravity of 
a Spaniard, or the Silence and Thoughtfulneſs of an 
Lalian: Unleſs it be, that in a Nation naturally fo 
full of themſelves, and of ſo reſtleſs Imaginatione, 
when any of them ha to be of a moroſe and 
gloomy Conſtitution, Huddle of confuſed 
Thoughts, for want of — uſually terminates 
in Rage or Deſpair. D' Avila obſerves that Facgues 
Clement was a ſort of Buffoon, whom the reſt of the 
Friers uſed to make Sport with ; but at laſt, giving 
his Folly a ſerious Turn, it ended in Enthufiaſm, 
and qualified him for that deſperate Act of murdering 
Bur in the Marquis de Guiſcard there feems ta 
have been a Complication of Ingredients for ſuch 
an Attempt. He had committed ſeveral Enormities in 
France, was extremely prodigal and vicious, of a dark 
melancholy Complexion and cloudy Countenance, 
ſuch as in vulgar Phyſiognomy is called an i//- Look. 
Vor. VII. N For 
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For the reſt, his Talents were very mean, having a 
ſort of inferior Cunning, but very Il Abilities ; ſo 
that a great Man of the late M „by whom 
he was invited over, and, with much Diſcretion, - 
raiſed, at firſt Step, from a profligate popi/h Prieſ to + 
a Lieutenant General, and Colonel of a Regiment of 
Horſe, was at laſt forced to drop him for Shame. 
Hay ſuch an Accident happened under that 
M , and to ſo conſid e a Member of it, 
they would have immediately charged it upon the 
whole Body of thoſe they are pleaſed to call the Fac- 
tion. This would have been ſtyled a High- church 
Principle ; the Clergy would have been accuſed, as 
Promoters and Abettors of the Fact; Com —ees 
would have been ſent, to promiſe the Criminal his 
Life, provided they might have Liberty to dire& 
and dictate his Confeſſion ; ard a Black Li would 
have been printed of all thoſe who had been ever 
ſeen in the Murderer's Company. But the preſent 
Men in Power hate and deſpiſe all ſuch deteſtable 
Arts, which they might now turn upon their Ad- 
verſaries, with much more plauſibility than ever 
theſe did their honourable Negotiations with Greg. 
Ax p here it may be worth obſerving, how unani- 
mous a Concurrence there is between {ome Perſons, 
once in great Power, and a French Papi? ; both a- 
reeing in the great End of taking away Mr. Harley 
Life, though differing in their Methods; the firſt 
proceeding by Subornation, the other by Violence; 
wherein Guzi/cerd ſeems to have the Advantage, as 
aiming no further than his Life ; while the others 
deſigned to deſtroy, at once, both that and his Re- 
putation. The Malice of both againf this Gentle- 
man ſeems to have riſen from the ſame Cauſe, his 
diſcovering Deſigns again the Government. It — 
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Mr. Harley who detected the treaſonable Correſpond- 
ence of Greg, and ſecured him betimes; when a cer- 
tain great Man, who ſhall be nameleſs, had, out of 
the Depth of his Politicks, ſent him a Caution to 
make his eſcape, which would certainly have fixed 
the Appearance of Guilt upon Mr. Harley ; but when 
that was prevented, they would have enticed the 
condemned Criminal, with the Promiſe of a Pardon, 
to write and ſign an Accuſation againſt the Secretary: 
But, to uſe Greg's own „ his Death wwas 
nothing near ſo ignominious, as would have been ſuch a 
Life, that muſt be ſaved by praſtituting his Conſcience. 
The ſame Gentleman now lies ſtabbed by his other 
Enemy, a Popiſb Spy, whoſe Treaſon he hath diſco- 
vered. God preſerve the reſt of her Majeſty's Mini- 
ſters from ſuch Proteſtants, and from ſuch Papiſfts / 

I $RALL take Occaſion to hint at ſome Particula- 
rities in this ſurpriſing Fact, for the ſake of thoſe at 
a Diſtance, or who may not be thoroughly informed. 
The Murderer confeſſed, in Newgate, that his chief 
Deſign was againſt Mr. Secretary St. John, who 
happened to change Seats with Mr. Harley, for mote 
Convenience of examining the Criminal : And being 
aked what provoked him to ſtab the Chancellor; 
he ſaid, that not being able to come at the Secre- 
tary, as he intended, it was ſome Satisfaction to mur- 
- che Perſon whom he thought Mr. Sz. Jehn loved 
Amp here, if Mr. Harley hath ftill any Enemies 
left, whom his Blood ſpilt in the Publick Service can- 
not reconcile, I hope they will, at leaſt, admire his 
Magnanimity, which is a Quality eſteemed even in 
an Enemy : And I think there are few greater In- 
ſtances of it to be found in Story. After the Wound 
Was given, he was obſerved neither to change lus 

N 2 Countenance, 
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Countenance, nor diſcover any Concern or Diſorder 
in his Speech. He roſe up, and walked about the 
Room while he was able, with the Tranquil- 
ly, during the Midſt of the Confuſion. When the 
Surgeon came, he took him aſide, and defired he 
would inform him freely whether the Wourd were 
mortal, becauſe, in that Caſe, he faid, he had ſome 
Affairs to ſettle, relating to his Family. The Blade 
of the Pen-knife, broken by the Violence of the Blow 
„ ee 

andle, was out (I know not whether from the 
Wound, or his Cloaths) as the Surgeon was going to 
dreſs him : Heordered it to be taken up, and, wiping 
it himſelf, gave it ſome body to keep, ſaying, he 
thought it now properly belonged to him. He ſhewed 
no ſort of Reſentment, nor ſpoke one violent Word 
againſt Gui/card, but appeared all the while the leaſt 
concerned of any in the Company. A State of Mind 
which, in ſuch an Exigency, nothing but Innocence 
— and is truly worthy of a Chriſtias Philo- 
opher. 

* there be really ſo great a Difference in Princi- 
ple between the High. flying Whigs and the Friends of 
France, I cannot but repeat the Queſtion, How come 
they to join in the Deſtruction of the ſame Plan? 
Can his Death be poflibly for the Intereſt of both? 
or, Have they both the ſame Quarrel againſt him, 
that he is perpetually diſcovering and preventing 
the treacherous Deſigns of our Enemies } Homes 
it be, this great Miniſter may now ſay with St. Par/, 
that he hath been i Perils by bis own Conntrymen, 
and in Perils by Strangers. 

Is the Midſt of ſo melancholy a Subject, I cannot 
but congratulate with our own Country, that ſuch a 
farage Monſter as the Marquis de Gai/card, is 3 

af - 
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of her Production: A Wretch, perhaps, more deteſt- 
able in his own Nature, than even this barbarous Act 
has been yet able to repreſent him to the World. 
For there are good Reaſons to believe, from ſeveral 
Circumſtances, that he had Intentions of a deeper Dye 
than thoſe he hap to execute; I mean ſuch as 
every good Subject muſt tremble to think on. He 
hath, of late, been frequently ſeen going up the Back- 
fairs at Court, and walking alone in an outer Room 
adjoining to her Majeſty's Bed-chamber. He has of- 
ten, and earneſtly, preſled, for ſome Time to have 
Acceſs to the Q-— , even ſince his Correſpond- 
ence with France. And he has now given ſuch a 
Proof of his Diſpoſition, as leaves it eaſy to gueſ: 
what was before in his Thoughts, and what he was 
capable of attempting. 


Ir is humbly to be hoped, that the Legiſlature 
will interpoſe on ſo extraordi an Occaſion as this, 
and direct a Puniſhment ſome Way proportionable 
to ſo execrable a Crime. 


Et quicunque tuum wvielavit vuluere corpus, 
Marte luat merita. 


[ 182 } 


THE 


EXAMINER. 


NUMBER XXXIII. 


Thurſday, March 22, 1710. 


_—_— 


—— 


De Libertate retinenda, qua certe nihil eft dulcius, tibi 


8 3 HE Apologies of the ancient Fathers are rec- 
koned to have been the moſt uſeful Parts of 
their Writings, and to have done the greateſt Service 
tothe Chriſtian Religion ; becauſe they removed thoſe 
Miſrepreſentations which had done it moſt Injury. 
The Methods theſe Writers took were openly and 
freely to diſcover every Point of their Faith, to detect 
the Falſhood of their Accuſers, and to charge nothing 
upon their Adverſaries but what they were ſure to 
make good. This Example hath been ill followed 
of later Times: The Papiſts, ſince the Reformation, 
uſing all Arts to palliate the Abſurdities of their Te- 
nets, and loading the Reformers with a thouſand 
Calumnics ; the Conſequence of which hath been only 
a more various, wide, and inveterate Separation. It 

15 
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is the ame Thing in civil Schiſms: A N big forms an 
Image of a Tory juſt after the Thing he molt abhors, 
and that Image ſerveth to repreſent the whole Body. 

I a not ſenſible of any material Difference there 
is between thoſe who call themſelves the Oli Whigs, 
and a great Majority of the preſent Tories, at leaſt, by 
all I could ever find, from examining ſeveral Perſons 
of each Denomination. But it muſt be confeſſed, 
that the preſent Body of Whigs, as they now conſti- 
tute that Party, isa very odd Mixture of Mankind ; 
being forced to enlarge their Bottom, by taking in e- 
very heterodoxProfeſlor either in Religion or Govern- 
ment, whoſe Opinions they were obliged to encou- 
rage for fear of leſſening their Number; while the 
Bulk of the Landed Men and People were entirely of 
the old Sentiments. However, they ſtill pretended 
a due Regard to the Monarchy and the Church, even 
at the Time when they were making the largeſt Steps 
towards the Ruin of both: But not being able to wipe 
off the many Accuſations laid to their Charge, they 
endeavoured, by throwing of Scandal, to make the 
Tories appear blacker than themſelves ; that fo the 
People might join with Lem, as the ſmaller Evil of 

e two. 

0 r among all the Reproaches which the Mig. 
have flung upon their Ad-erſaries, there is none hath 
done them more Service than that of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, as they repreſent it, with the Conſequences of 
Nen reſiſtance, Arbitrary Power, Iudefeaſible Right, 
Tyranny, Popery, and what not. There is no Accu- 
ſation which hath paſſed with more Plauſibility than 
this; nor any that is ſupported with leſs Juſtice. 
In order, therefore, to undeceive thoſe who have 
been miſled by falſe Repreſentations, I thought it 
would be no improper Undertaking to ſet this Matter 
in a fair Light, which, I think, hath not yet been 

2 done. 
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done. A Whig aſks, Whether you hold Pate O- 
bedience ? You affirm it: He then immediately cries 
out, You are a Facobite, a Friend of France and the 
Pretender becauſe he makes you anſwerable for the 
Definition he hath formed of that Term, however 
different it be from what you underftand. | will 
therefore give two Deſcriptions of P. Obedience; 
the firſt as it is falſly ed by the Whigs, the 
other as it is really profeſſed by the Tories, at leaſt by 
nineteen in twenty of all I ever converſed with. 


Paſſive Obedience, as charged by the Wa 1cs. 


Tus Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience is, To believe 
that a King, even in a limited Monarchy, holding his 
Power only from God, is only anſwerable to k. 
That ſuch a King is above all Law ; that the crueleſt 
Tyrant muſt be ſubmitted to in all Things; and if 
his Commands be ever ſo unlawful, you muſt neither 
fly nor reſiſt, nor uſe any other Weapons than Pray- 
ers and Tears, Although he ſhould force your Wife 
or Daughter, murder your Children before your Face, 
or cut off five hundred Heads in a Morning for his 
Diverſion ; you are ſtill to wiſh him a long, proſper- 
ous Reign, and to be patient under all his Cruelties, 
with the ſame Reſignation as under a Plague or a Fa- 
mine; becauſe, to reſiſt him would be to reſiſt God 
in the Perſon of his Vicegerent If a King of E- 
land ſhould go through the Streets of London, in or- 
der to murder every Man he met, Paſſive Obedience 
commands them to ſubmit. All Laws made to limit 
him ſignify nothing, although paſſed by his own 
Conſent, it he thinks fit to break them. God will, 
indeed, call him to a ſevere Account ; but the whole 
People, united to a Man, cannot preſume to hold his 
Hands, or offer him the leaſt Adi — 4 
— 
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The People were certainly created for him, and not 
he for the People. His next Heir, although worſe 
than what I have deſcribed, although a Fool or a 
Madman, hath a divine indefeaſible Right to ſucceed 
him, which no Law can diſannul ; nay, although be 
mould kill his Father upon the Throne, he is imme- 
diately King to all Intents and Purpoſes ; the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Crown wiping off all Stains. But, who- 
ſoever fits on the Throne, although ever ſo peace- 
ably, and by Conſent of former Kings and Parlia- 
ments, is an Uſurper, while there is any where in 
the World another Perſon, who hath a nearer here- 
ditary Right ; and the whole Kingdom lies under 
mortal Sin until that Heir be reſtored ; becauſe he 
hath a divine Title which no human Law can defeat. 


Tuis, and a great deal more, hath, in a thouſand 
Papers and Pamphlets, been laid to that Doctrine of 
Paſſive Obedience, which the Whigs are pleaſed to 
charge upon us. 'This is what they are perpetually 
inſtilling into the People, as the undoubted Principle 
by which the preſent Miniſtry, and a great Majority 
in Parliament, do at this Time eed. This is 
what they accuſe the Clergy of delivering from the 
Pulpits, and of preaching up as a Doctrine abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to Salvation. And whoever affirms, in 
general, that Paſſive Obedience is due to the ſifpreme 
Power, he is preſently loaded, by our candid Ad- 
verſaries, with ſuch Conſequences as theſe. Let us, 
therefore, ſee what this Doctrine is, when ſtript of 
ſuch Miſrepreſentations, by deſcribing it as really 
taught and practiſed by the Tories ; and then it will 
appear what Grounds our Adverſaries have to accuſe 
Ps upon this Article. 


Pa ſiue 
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Paſſive Obedience, wr 64-405] and practiſad by the 
ORIES. 

THEY thmk that in every Government, whether 
Monarchy or Republick, there is placed a ſupreme, 
abſolute, unlimited Power, to which Paſfive Obe- 
dience is due. That wherever is entruſted the Pow- 
er of making Laws, that Power is without all 
Bounds ; can or enact at Pleaſure, whatever 
Laws it thinks fit; and juſtly demand univerſal O- 
bedience and Non-Reſiſtance. That, among us, 
as every body knows, this Power is lodged in the 
King, or Queen, together with the Lords and Com- 
mons of the Kingdom ; and, therefore, all Decrees 
whatſoever, made by that Power, are to be actively 
or paſſively obeyed. That the Adminiſtrat ion, ar 
executive Part of this Power, is, in Exgland, ſolely 
entruſted with the Prince, who, in adminiſtering 
thoſe Laws, ought to be no more reſiſted than the 
Legiſlative Power itſelf. But they do not conceive 
the ſame abſolute Paſſive Obedience to be due to ali- 
mited Prince's Commands, when they are direQly 
contrary to the Laws he hath conſented to, and ſworn 
to maintain. The Crown may be ſued as well as a 
private Perſon ; and if an arbitrary King of ELA 
mould fend his Officers to ſeize my Lands or Goods 
againſt Law, I can lawfally reſiſt them. The Mi- 
niſters, by whom he acts, are liable to Profecution 
and Impeachment, although his own Perſon be ſa- 
cred. But if he interpoſe his Royal Authority to ſup- 
port their Inſolence, I ſee no Remedy, until it grows 
a general Grievance, or until the Body of the Peo- 
ple have Reaſon to apprehend it will be ſo; after 
which it becomes a Caſe of Neceſſity; and then, I 
ſuppoſe, a free People may aſſert their own Rights, 

et without any Violation to the Perſon, or lawful 
owes of the Prince. But, although the Tor ie, _ 
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all this, and did juſtify it by the Share they had in 
the Revolution; yet tlicy fee no Reaſon tor entering 
upon ſo ungrateful a Subject, or railing Controver- 
* it, as if we were in daily Apprehenſions of 
Tranny under the Reign of fo excellent a Princeſs, 
and while we have ſo many Laws of late Years made 
to limit the Prerogative ; when, according to the 
2 of thoſe who know our Conſtitution beſt, 

hings rather ſeem to lean to the other Extreme, 
which is equally to be avoided. As to the Succeſſion; 
the Tories think an hereditary Right to be the beſt in 
its own Nature, and moſt — to our old Conſti- 
tution; yet, at the ſame time, they allow it to be de- 
feaſible by Act of Parliament; and ſo is MagnaChar- 
ta too, if the Legiſlature think fit: Which is a Truth 
ſo manifeſt, that no Man, who underſtands the Na- 
ture of Government, can be in Doubt concerning it. 


Tus I take to be the Sentiments of a great 
Majority among the Tories, with reſpect to Pave 
Obedience: And if the Whigs inſiſt, from the Writ- 
ings, or common Talk, of warm aud ignorant Men, 
to form a judgment of the whole Body, according 
to the firſt Account I have here given; 1 will en- 
gage to produce as many of their Side, who are ut- 
terly againſt Paſſrve Obedience even to the Legiſla- 
ture; who will aſſert the laſt Reſort of Power to be 
in the People, againſt thoſe whom they have choſen 
and truſted as their Repreſentatives, with the Prince 
at the Head ; and who will put will, improbable Ca- 
ſes, toſhew the Reaſonableneſs and Necellity of reſiſt- 
ing the legiſlative Power in ſuch imaginary Junc- 
tures. Than which, however, nothing can be more 
idle ; for I dare undertake, in any Syſtem of Govern- 
ment, either ſpeculative or practick, that was ever yet 
inthe World, from Plato's Republick to Harrington's 
Oc: ano, to put ſuch Dithculties as cannot be anſwered. 


ALL 
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ALL the other Calumnies raiſed by the Whig; 
be as — fr gd and I have Charity to with 
they could as fully anſwer the juſt A 
have againſt them. Dodiwell, Hickes, and Lefley are 
48 to prove that the Tories deſign to 

ing in the Pretender ; and if I ſhould quote 
to prove that the ſame Thing is intended by the 
ige, it would be full as reaſonable; fince, I am 
ſure, they have, at leaſt, as much to do with Nonjuror: 
as we. But our Objections againſt the big, are 
built upon their conſtant Practice for many Years, 
whereof I have produced an hundred Inſtances a- 
inſt any ſingle one ; to which no Anſwer hath yet 
attempted, although I have been curious enough 
to look into all the Papers I could meet with, that are 
writ againſt the Examiner ; ſuch a Taſk as, I i 
no Man thinks I would undergo for any other End 
but that of finding an Opportunity to own and recti- 
fy my Miſtakes ; as I would be ready to do upon 
the Call of the nean Adverſary. Upon which Oc- 
caſion I ſhall take Leave to add a few Words. 

| I FLATTERED myſelf, laſt Thurſday, from the 
Nature of my Subject, and the inoffenſive Manner I 
handled it, that I ſhould have one Week's Reſpite 
from thoſe mercileſs Pens, whoſe Severity will ſome 
Time break my Heart: But I amdeceived, and find 
them more violent than ever. They charge me with 
two Lies and a Blunder. The firft Lie is a Truth, 
that Guiſcard was invited over; but it is of no Con- 
ſequence. Ido not tax it as a Fault; ſuch fort of 
Men have often been ſerviceable : I only blamed the 
Indiſcretion of raiſing a — Abbot, at the firſt 
Step, to a Lieutenant - General and Colonel of a Re- 
giment of Horſe, without ſtaying ſome reaſonable 
Time, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes, until he had given 
ſome Proofs of his Fidelity, as well as of that Intereſt 
and Credit he pretended to have in his Country. = 
at 
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that is ſaid to be another Lie; for he was a Papiſt, 
and could not have a i However, this o- 
ther Lie is a Truth too; for a Regiment he had, and 
= us to his Agent Monſieur /e Bas, for his 

ſe. The third is a Blunder, that I ſay Guiſcard's 
Deſign was againſt Mr. Secretary Sr. Jahns; and 
yet my Reaſonings upon it are, as if it were perſo- 
nally againſt Mr. Harley. But I ſay no ſuch thing, 
and my Reaſonings are juſt. I relate only what 
Guiſcard ſaid in Newgate, becauſe it was a Particu- 
larity the Reader might be curious to know (and 
accordingly it lies in a Paragraph by itſelf, after my 
Reflections] but I never meant to be anſwerable 
for what Guiſcard ſaid, or thought it of Weight e- 
nough for me to draw Concluſions from thence, 
when I had the Addreſs of both Houſes to dire& 
me better; where it is expreſly ſaid, That My. Har- 
ley's Fidelity to her Majeſty, and Zeal for her Service, 
Bade drawn upon him the Hatred of all the Abettors 
of Popery and Faction. This is what I believe, and 
what I ſhall tick to. | 

Bur, alas ! theſeare not the Paſſages which have 
raiſed ſo much Fury againſt me. One or two Miſ- 
takes in Facts of no Im e, or a fingle Blunder, 
would not have provoked them; they are not fo 
tender of my Reputation as a Writer. All their Out- 
rage is 4 by thoſe Paſſages in that Paper, 
which they do not in the leaſt pretend to anſwer, 
and, with the utmoſt Reluctancy, are forced to men- 
tion. They take abundance of Pains to clear Gui/- 
card from a Deſign againſt Mr. Harley Life: but 
offer not one Argument to clear their other Friends, 
who, in the Buſineſs of Greg, were equally guilty 
of the /ame Deſign againſt the ſame Perſon ; al 
Tongues were very Swords, and whoſe Pertxi ves 
were Axes, 
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unt hic etiam ſue premia laudi; 


Sunt lachrymæ rerum, & mentem mortalia tangunt. 


Brain to be heartily weary of my Employ- 
ment as Examiner: which I wiſh the Miniſtry 
would confider with half ſo much Concern as I do, 
and aſſign me ſome other with leſs Pains, and a 
Penfion. There may ſoon be a Vacancy, either on 
the Bench, inthe Revenue, or the Army, and I am 
equally qualified for each ; but this Trade of examin- 
ings I apprehend, may, at one Time or other, go 
near to four my Temper. I did lately propoſe that 
ſome of thoſe ing-2ious Pens, which are engaged on 
the other Side, might be employed to ſucceed me; 
and | undertook to bring them over for : other Crown: 
But it was aniwered, that thoſe Gentlemen do much 
better Service in the Stations where they are. It 
was added, that Abundance of Abuſes yet remained 

do 
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to be laid open to the Worid, which I had often 
promiſed to do, but was too much diverted by other 
Subjects that came into my Head. On the other 
ide, the Advice of — Friends, and the Threats 
of many Enemies, have put me upon conſidering 
what - bo become of me, I Times Abl alter : This 
J have done very maturely, and the Reſult is, that 
I am in no manner of Pain. I grant, that what I 
have ſaid, upon Occaſion, concerning the late Men, 
in Power, may be called Satyr by ſome unthinking 
People, as long as that Faction is down; but, if ever 
they come into Play again, I muſt give them warn- 
ing beforehand, that I ſhall expect to be a Favourite, 
and that thoſe pretended Advocates of theirs will be 
pilloried for Libellers, For, I appeal to any Man, 
whether I have charged that Party, or its Leaders, 
with one ſingle Action or Deſign, which (if we may 
judge by their former Practices) they will not openly 
am FY "© proud of, and ſcore up for Merit, when 
they come again to the Head of Affairs? I ſaid, 
they were inſolent to the Quzex : Will they not 
value themſelves upon that, as an Argument to prove 
them bold Aſſertors of the People's Liberty? I af- 
firmed, they were againſt a Peace: Will they be an- 
70 with me for ſetting forth the Refinements of their 

oliticks, in purſuing the only Method left to pre- 
ſerve them in Power? I faid, they had involved the 
Nation in Debts, and engroſſed much of its Money: 
They go beyond me, and boaſt they have got it 2, 
and the Credit too. I have urged the Probability 
of their intending great Alterations in Religion and 
Government: If they deſtroy both at their next 
Coming, will they not reckon my foretelling it ra- 
ther as a Panegyrick than an Affront? I ſaid, 2 


4 
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If they were now in Power, would they not imme. 
diately cut off his Head, and thank me for juſtifying 
the Sincerity of their Intentions? In ſhort, there is 
nothing I ever ſaid of thoſe worthy Patriots which 
may = be as N * —_— 2 ſoon as 
ame their Places, tively to put 
— 4 Claim; and, I think. may do it — ＋ —— 
better Grace than many of that Party, who now 
make their Court to the preſent Miniſtry. I know 
two or three great Men, at whoſe Levees you may 
daily obſerve a Score of the moſt forward Faces, 
which every body is aſhamed of, except thoſe who 
wear them. But, I conceive, my Pretenſions will be 
upon a very different foot. Let me offer a parallel 
Cafe: Suppoſe King Charles the Firſt had entirely ſub- 
dued the Rebels at Naſeby, and reduced the Kingdom 
to his Obedience ; whoever had goneabout to reaſon, 
from the former Conduct of thoſe: Saints, that if the 
Victory had fallen on their Side, they would have 
murdered their Prince. deſtroyed Monarchy and the 
Church, and made the King's Party compound for 
their Eſtates as Delinquents ; would have been called 
a falſe, uncharitable Libeller, by thoſe very Perſons, 
who afterwards gloried in all this, and called it the 
W:rk of the Lord, whenthey happened to ſucceed. I 
remember there was a Perſon fined and impriſoned 
for Scandalum Magnatum, becauſe he ſaid the Duke 
of York was a Papi/t : But when that Prince came to 
be King, and made open Profeſſion of his Religion, 
he had the Juſtice unmediately to releaſe his Priſoner, 
who, in his Opinion, had put a compliment u 
ham, and not a Reproach : And, therefore, Colonel 


- Jet the Examiner, NE, XXX1!, 
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Titus who had warmly aſſerted the ſame Thing in 
Parliament, was made a Privy Counſellor. 

By this Rule, if that which, for ſome politick 
Reaſons, is now called Scandal upon the late Mini- 
ſtry, proves, one Day, to be only an Abſtract of 
ſuch a Character as they will aſſume and be proud 
of; I think I may fairly offer my Pretenſions, and 
hope their Favour : And I am the more confirmed iu 
this Notion by what I have obſerved in thoſe Papers, 
that come out Weekly againſt the Examiner. The Au- 
thors are perpetually telling me of my Ingratitude to 
my Maſters ; that I Sander, and betray the Cauſe ; 
and write with more Bitterneſs againſt thoſe who hire 
me, than aga-aft the #h;gs, Now I took all this. 
at firſt, only for ſo many Strains of Wit, and pretty 
Paradoxes to divert the Reader ; but, upon further 
thinking, I find they are ſerious. I imagined I had 
complimented the preſent Miniſtry for their dutifu! 
Behaviour to the Qu x tx, for their Love of the old 
Conſtitution in Church and State, for their Genero- 
ſity and Juſtice, and for their Deſire of a ſpeedy, ho 
nourable Peace : But, it ſeems, I am miſtaken, and 
they reckon all this for Satyr, becauſe it is directly 
contrary to the Practice of all thoſe whom they {et 
up to defend, and utterly againſt all their Notions of 
2 good Miniſtry. Theretore I cannot but think they 
have Reaſon on their Side: For, ſuppoſe I thould 
write the Character of an honeſt, a religious, and a 
learned Man, and fend the firſt to Nau gate, the ſecond 
to the Grecian Coffee-Heonſe, and the laſt to White's ; 
would they not all paſs for Satyrs, and juſtly enough, 
among the Companies to whom they were ſent ? 

Havixc, therefore, employed ſeveral Papers in 
ſuch ſort of Panegyricks, and but very few on what 
they underſtand to be Sutrrs; I ſhall henceforth, 
up.n Occaſion, be more liberal of che latter; of 
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which they are like to have a Taſte in the Remainder 
of this preſent Paper. 

Amon all the Advantages which the Kingdom 
hath received by the late Change of Miniftry, the 
28 muſt be allowed to be the Calling of the pre- 
ent Parliament, upon the Diſſolution of the laſt. It 
is acknowledged that this excellent Aſſembly hath 
entirely recovered the Honour of Parliaments, which 
had been unhappily proſtituted for ſome Vears paſt by 
the factious Proceedings of an unnatural Majority, in 
Concert with a moſt corrupt Adminiſtration. It is 
plain, by the preſent Choice of Members, that the 
EleQors of England, when left to themſelves, do 
rightly underſtand their true Intereft. Ihe moderate 
W kigs begin to be convinced, that ye have been 
all this while in wrong Hands, and that Things are 
now as they ſhould be. And, as the preſent Houſe 
of Commons is the beſt Repreſentative of the Nation 
that hath ever been ſumrhoned in our Memories, ſo 
they have taken care, in their firſt Seſſion, by that 
noble Bill of 2ralifcation, that future Parliaments 
mould be compoſed of Landed Men; and our Pro- 
perties lie no more at the Mercy of thoſe who have 
none themſelves, or at moſt, only what is tranſient 
or imagivary. If there be any Gratitude in Poſte- 
rity, the Memory of this Aſſembly will be always 
celebrated; or if otherwiſe, at leaſt we, who ſhare in 
the Bleſſings they derive to us, ought, with grateful 
Hearts, to acknowledge them. 

I pes16 x, in ſome following Papers, to draw up 
A Liſt (for I can do no more) of the great Things 
this Parliament hath already performed ; the many 
A buſes they have detected; their Juſtice in deciding 
Elcetions, without Regard to Party; their Chearful- 
neſs and Addreſs in railing Supplies for the War, 
and at the tame Time providing for the Nation's 

Debt, 
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Debts; their Duty to the Que ex, and their Kind- 
neſs to the Church. In the mean Time I cannot 
forbear mentioning two Particulars, which, in my 
ps, do diſcover, in ſome Meaſure, the Temper 
the preſent Parliament, and bear Analogy to thoſe 
Paſſages related by Plutarch, in the Lives of certain 
great Men; which, as himſelf obſerveth, although 
they be not of Actions which make any great Noiſe or 
Figure in Hiftory, yet give more Light into the Cha- 
raters of Perſons, than wve could receive from an Ac- 
count of their moſt renowned Atchievements. 
SoMETHING like this may be obſerved from two 
late Inſtances of Decency and Good Nature in that il- 
laftrious Aſſembly I was ſpeaking of. The firſt was 
when after that inhuman Attempt y_ Mr. Hurley, 
they were pleaſed to vote an Addreſs to the Quez r x 
wherein they expreſs their utmoſt Deteſta: ion of the 
Fact, their high Eſteem and great Concern for that 
able Miniſter, and juſtly impute his Misfortunes to 
that Zeal for her Majeſty's Service, which had draw» 
upon him the Hatred of all the Abettors of Popery, art 
Fation. I dare affirm, that fo diſtinguiſhing a Mar- 
of Honour and Good Will from ſuch a Parliament 
was more acceptable to a Perſon of Mr. Harley”; ge 
nerous Nature, than the moit bountiful! Grart that 
was ever yet made to a Subject; as her Majeſty's 
Anſwer, filled with gracious Expreſſions in his Fa- 
vour, adds more to his rea/ G/zry, than any Tr. 
ſhe could beitow. The Prince and Repreſentatives of 
the whole Kingdom join in their Concern tor to im- 
portant a Life: Theſe are the truc Rewards of Vir- 
tue; and this is the Commerce between noble >ptrits 
in a Coin the Giver knows how to beſtow, and the 
Receiver how to value, although neither A i“ 
Ambition would be able to comprethona its Worth, 
Q 2 Tat 
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THe other Inſtance I intend to produce, of De- 
cency and Good Nature in the preſent Houſe of Com- 
mons, relates to their moſt worthy Speaker ; who 
having unfortunately loſt his eldeſt Son, the Aſſem- 
bly, moved with a generous Pity for fo ſenſible an 
Affliction, adjourned themſelves for a Week, that ſo 
good a Servant of the Publick might have ſome In- 
terval to wipe away a Father's Tears. And, indeed, 
that Gentleman hath too juſt an Occaſion for his 
Grief by the Death of a Son, who had already ac- 
quired fo great a Reputation for every amiable Qua- 
lity, and who might have lived to be fo great an Ho- 
nour and an Ornament to his ancient Family. 

BBTORE I conclude, I muſt defire one Favour of 
the Reader; that when he thinks it worth his while 
to peruſe any Paper writ againſt the Examiner, he 
will not form his judgment by any mangled Quota- 
tion out of it, which he finds in ſuch Papers, but be 
ſo juſt to read the Paragraph referred to; which, I 
am confident, will be found a ſufficient Anſwer to all 
that ever thoſe Papers can object: At leaſt, I have 
ſeen above fifty of them, and never yet obſerved one 
ſingle Quotation tranſcribed with common Candous, 
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Nullo ſuo peccato impediantur, quo minus alterius pec- 
cata di monſtrare poſſint. 


Ha vr been conſidering the old Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom; comparing it with the Monarchies 
and Republicks whereof we meet ſo many Accounts 
in ancient Story, and with thoſe at preſent in moſt 
Parts of Europe. I have conſidered our Religion, 
eſtabliſhed here by the Legiſlature ſoon after the Re- 
formation. I have likewife examined the Genius 
and Diſpoſition of the People, under that reaſonable 
Freedom they poſſeſs. Then l have turned my Re- 
flections upon thoſe two great Diviſions of Whig and 
Tory (which, ſome Way or other, take in the whole 
Kingdom) with the Principles they both profeſs, as 
well as thoſe wherewith they reproach one another. 
From all this I endeavour to determine from which 
Side her preſent Majeity may reaſonably hope for 
moſt Security to her Perſon and Government ; and to 
O 3 which 
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which ſhe ought, in Prudence, to truſt the Admini- 
ſtration of her Affairs. If theſe two Rivals were 
really no more than Parties, according to the com- 
mon Acceptation of the Word, I ſhould agree with 
thoſe Politicians, who think a Prince deſcenſeth from 
his Dignity, by putting himſelf at the Head of ei- 
ther; and that his wiſeſt Courſe is to keep them in a 
Balance; raifing or depreſſing either, as it beſt ſuit- 
ed with his Dehgns. But when the viſible Intereiſt 
of his Crown Kingdom lies on one Side; and 
when the other is but a Faction, raiſed and ſtrength- 
ened by Incidents and Intrigues, and by deceiving 
the People with falſe Repreſentations of Things; he 
ought, in Prudence, to take the firſt Opportunity of 
opening his Subjects Eyes, and declaring himſelf in 
favour of thoſe who are for preſerving the Civil and 
Religious Rights of the Nation, wherewith his own 
are ſo interwoven. 

Tuis was certainly our Caſe: For I do not take 
the Heads, Advocates, and Followers of the bigs 
to make up, ſtrictly ſpeaking, a National Party; be- 
ing patched up of heterogeneous, inconſiſtent Parts, 
whom rothing ſerved to unite, but the common In- 
tereſt of ſharing in the Spoil and Plunder of the Peo- 
ple; their preſent Dread of their Adverſaries, by 
whom they apprehended to be called to an Account, 
ard that general Conſpiracy of endeavouring to over- 
turn thy Church and State; which, however, if they 
could have compaſſed, they would certainly have 
fallen out among themſelves, and broke in Pieces, 
as their Predece/7crs did, after they deftroyed the Mo- 
narchy and Religion. For, how could a MHig, 
who 15 againſt all Diſcipline, agree with a Prei- 
rien, Who Carries it higher than the Pap/is them- 
ſelves? How could a Sccinian adjuſt his Models to 
either? or, how could any of theſe cement _ a 
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Deift, or Free-thinker, when they came to conſult 
upon Points of Faith? Neither would they have a- 
ed better in their Syſtems of Government ; where 
ome would have been for a King, under the Limi- 
tations of a Duke of Venice; others for a Dutch Re- 
publick ; a third Party for an Ari/tecracy ; and moſt 
of them all for ſome new Fabrick of their own con- 
triving. 

Bur, however, let us conſider them as a Party, 
and under thoſe general Tenets wherein they agreed, 
and which they publickly owned, without charging 
them with any that they pretend to deny. Then, 
jet us examine thoſe Principles of the Tories, which 
their Adverſaries allow them to profeſs, and do not 
pretend to tax them with any Actions contrary to 
thoſe Profeſſions : After which, let the Reader judge 
from which of theſe two Parties a Prince hath moſt 
to fear; and whether her Majeſty did not confider 
the Eaſe, the Safety, and Dignity of her Perſon, the 
Security of her Crown, and Tranſmiſſion of Monar- 
chy to her Proteſtant Succeſſors, when ſhe put her 
Affairs into the preſent Hands. 

Surros the Matter were now entire; the Qu EEx 
to make her Choice ; and, for that End, ſhould or- 
der the Principles on both Sides to be fairly laid be- 
fore her. Firſt, I conceive, the Higs would grant, 
that they have naturally no great Veneration for 
crowned Heads; that they allow the Perſon of the 
Prince may, upon many Occaſions, be reſiſted by 
Arms; and that they do not condemn the War raiſed 
againſt King Charles the Firſt, or own it to be a 
Rebellion, although they would be thought to blame 
his Murder. They do not think the Prerogative to 
be yet ſufficiently limited ; and have, therefore, ta- 
ken Care (as a particular Mark of their Veneration 
for the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover ) to clip it ſtill 
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cloſer againſt the next Reign; which, conſequently, 
they would be glad to fee done in the preſent : Not 
to mention, that the Majority of them, if it were 
put to the Vote, would allow that they prefer a 
Commonwealth before a Monarchy. As to Religion; 
their univerſal, undiſputed Maxim 1s, that it ought 
to make no Diſtinction at all among Pyoteſauts; and 
in the Word Prete/tant they include every body who 
is not a Pop, and who will, by an Oath, give Se- 
curity to the Government. Union in Diſcipline and 
Doctrine, the offenſive Sin of Schiſm, the Notion of 
a Church and a Hierarchy, they laugh at as Fop- 
pery, Cant, and P:izficrafe. They ſee no Neceſſity 
at all that there ſhould be a National Faith; and 
what we uſually call by that Name, they only ſtyle 
the Religion of the Magiſtrate. Since the Diſſenters 
and we agree in the main, why ſhould the Difference 
of a few ſpeculative Points, or Modes of Dreſs, inca- 
pacitate them from ſerving their Prince and Country, 
in a juncture when we ought to have all Hands up 
aga inſt the common Enemy? And, why ſhould they 
be forced to take the Sacrament from our Clergy's 
Hands, and in our Poſture; or, indeed, why com- 
pelled to receive at all, when they take an Employ - 

ment which has nothing to do with Religion ? 
THEsE are the Notions which moſt of that Party 
avow, and which they do not endeavour to diſguite 
or ſet off with falſe Colours, or complain of being 
miſrepreſented about. I have here placed them, on 
Purpoſe, in the ſame Light which themſelves do, in 
the very Apologies they make for what we accuſe 
them of; and how inviting even theſe Doctrines are, 
for fuch a Monarch to cloſe with, as our Law, both 
Statute and Common, underſtands a King of England 
to be, let others decide. But then, if to theſe we 
ſhould add other Opinions, which molt of their own 
4 Writers 
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Writers juſtify, and which their univerſal Praftice 
hath given a Sanction to; they are no more than 
what a Prince might reaſonably expect, as the natu- 
ral Conſequence of thoſe avowed Principles. For 
when ſuch Perſons are at the Head of Affairs, the 
low Opinion they have of Princes will certainly lead 
them to violate that Reſpect they ought to bear; and, 
at the fame Time, their own Want of Duty to their 
Sovereign is largely made up, by exaciing greater 
Submiſhons to themſelves from their FellowSubjects: 
It being indiſputably true, that the ſame Principle of 
Pride and Ambition makes a Man treat his Equals 
with Inſolence, in the ſame Proportion as he affronts 
his Superiors ; as both Prince and People have ſuffi- 
ciently felt from the late Miniſtry 

Tux, from their confeſſed Notions of Religion, 
as above related, I ſee no Reaſon to wonder, why 
they countenanced not only all Sorts of Diſſenters, 
but the ſeveral Gradations of Freethinkers among us 
(all which are openly carolled in their Party ;) nor 
why they were to very averſe from the pretent eſta- 
bliſhed Form of Worſhip, which, by preſcribing O- 
bedience to Princes from the Topick of Conſcience, 
would be ſure to thwart all their Schemes of Inno- 
vation. 

Oxe Thing I might add, as another acknow- 
ledged Maxim in that Party, and, in my Opinion, 
as dangerous to the Conſtitution as any I have men- 
tioned ; I mean, that of preferring, on all Occaſions, 
the mene Intereſt before the landed; which they 
were ſo far from denying,that they would gravely de- 
bate the Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of it; and, at the 
Rate they weut on, miglit, in a little Time, have found 
a Majority of Repreſcutatives, fitly qualified to lay 
thoſe heavy Burdens on the reſt of the Nation, which 
chemlelves would not touch with one of their Fingers. 
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However, to deal impartially, there are ſome 
Motives which might compel a Prince, under the 
Neceſſity of Affairs, = —_— Lye mp over to that 
Party. They were ſaid to s the Bulk of 
Call, and, 2 uently, 1 Credit n ; 
and the Heads of them had the Reputation of preſid- 
ing over thoſe Societies, who have the great Direction 
of both: So that all Applications for Loans to the 
publick Service, upon any Emergency, muſt be made 
through them ; and itmight prove highly dangerous 
to diſoblige them; becauſe, in that Caſe, it was not 
to be doubted that they would be obſtinate and ma- 
licious, ready to obſtruct all Affairs, not only by ſhut- 
ting their own Purſes, but by endeavouring to fink 
Credit, although with ſome preſent imaginary Loſs 
to themſelves, only to ſhew it was a Creature of 
their own. 

From this Summary of Whig Principles and Diſ- 
poſitions, we find what a Prince may reaſonably fear 
and hope from that Party. Let us now very brief- 
ly conſider the Doctrines of the Tories, which their 
Adverſaries will not diſpute. As they prefer a well 
regulated Monarchy before all other Forms of Go. 
vernment, fo they think it next to impoſſible to alter 
that Inftitution here, without involving our whole 
Iſland in Blood and Deſolation. They believe that 
the Prerogative of a Sovereign ought, at leaſt, to be 
held as facred and inviolable as the Rights of his 
People; if only for this Reaſon, That without a 
due Share of Power, he will not be able to prote& 
them. They think, that by many known Laws of 
this Realm, both Statute and Common, neither the 
Perſon, nor lawful Authority of the Prince _ 
upon any Pretence whatſoever, to be reſiſted or 
diſobeyed. Their Sentiments in relation to the 
Church are known enough, and will not be mw 

vert 3 
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verted, being juſt the reverſe to what I have deliver. 
ed as the Doctrine and Practice of the Figs upon 
that Article. 


Bur here I muſt likewiſe deal impartially too; 


and add one Principle as a Characteriſtick of the 
Tories, which hath much diſcouraged ſome Princes 
from making uſe of them in Affairs. Give the 
Whigs but Power enough to inſult their Sovereign, 
engroſs his Favours to themſelves, and to oppreſs 
— plunder their Fellow · ſubjects; they preſently 
grow into good Humour and good Language to- 
wards the Crown ; profeſs they will ſtand by it with 
their Lives and Fortunes; and whatever Rudeneſſes 
they may be guilty of in private, yet they aſſure 
the World that there never was ſo gracious a Mo- 
narch. But, to the Shame of the Tories, it muſt be 
confeſſed that nothing of all this hath been ever 
obſerved in them ; in, or out of Favour, you ſee no 
Alteration, farther than a little Chearfulneſs or Cloud 
in their Countenances : The higheſt Employments 
can add nothing to their Loyalty ; but their Beha- 
viour to their Prince, as well as their Expreſſions 
4: Love and Duty, are in all Conditions exactly the 
e. 

Havinc thus, impartially, ſtated the avowed 
Principle of Whig and Tory ; let the Reader deter- 
mine, as he pleaſeth, to which of theſe two a wiſe 
Prince may, with moſt Safety to himſelf and the 
Publick, truſt his Perſon and his Aﬀairs ; and whe- 
ther it were Raſhneſs or Prudence in her Majeſty to 
make thoſe Changes in the Miniſtry, which have 
_ ſo highly extolled by ſome, and condemned by 
Others. 
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Thurſday, April 12, 1711. 


— — 


Tres ſpecies tam diſſimiles, tria talia texta, 
Urs dies dedit exitio 


Wairr this Paper for the Sake of the D:/- 
/enters, whom I take to be the moſt ſpreading 
Branch of the Whig Party, that profeſſeth Chriſtianity; 
and the only one that ſeems to be zealous for any 
particular Syſtem of it ; the Bulk of thoſe we call the 
Loww Church being generally indifferent and unde- 
termined in that Point; and the other Subdiviſions 
having not yet taken either the Old or New Teſta- 
ment into their Scheme. By the Diſnters, there- 
fore, it will eafily be underſtood that I mean the 
Prifbyterians, as they include the Sects of Anabaptiſſi, 
Independents, and others which have been melted 
down into them ſince the R-/toration. This SeR, in 
order to make itſelf National, having gone ſo far as 
to raiſe a Rebellion, murder their King, deſtroy Mo- 
narchy 
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narchy and the Church; was afterwards broken in 
Pieces by its own Diviſions, which made way for 
the King's Return from his Exile. However the 
Zealous among them did ſtill entertain Hope of re- 
covering the Dominion of Grace ; whereof I have read 
a remarkable Paſſage in a Book publiſhed about the 
Year 1661, and written by one of their own Side : 
As one of the Regicides was going to his Execution, 
a Friend aſked him, Whether he thought the Cauſe 
evould revive? He anſwered, The Cauſe is in the Bo- 
fom of Chriſt ; and as ſure as Chrilt roſe from the 
Dead, ſo ſure will the Cauſe riſe alſo. And, there- 
fore, the Nonconformiſts were ſtrictly watched, and 
reſtrained by penal Laws, during the Reign of King 
Charles the Second; the Court and Kingdom look- 
ing on them as a Faction, ready to join in any Deſign 
againſt the Government, in Church or State. And 
ſurely this was reaſonable enough, while ſo 
continued alive who had —_ and fought, and 

ached againſt both, and gave no Proof that they 
had changed their Principles. The Noncenformiſts 
were then exactly upon the ſame Foot with our Nox- 
jurors now, whom we double tax, forbid their Con- 
venticles, and keep under Hatches, without think! 
ourſelves poſſeſſed with a perſecuting Spirit; — 
we know they want nothing but the Power to ruin 
us. This, in my Opinion, ſhould altogether filence 
the Diſſenters Complaints of Perſecution under King 
Charles the Second; or make them ſhew us wherein 
they differed, at that Time, from what our Jacobite; 
are now. 

THe1s Inclinations to the Church were ſoon diſ- 
covered, when King James the Second ſucceeded to 
the Crown, with whom they unanimouſly joined in 
ite Ruin, to revenge themſelves for that Reſtraint they 

Rad 
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had more juſtly ſuffered in the foregoing Reign ; not 
from the perſecuting Temper of the Clergy, as their 
Clamours would ſuggeſt, but — Prudence and Cau- 
tion of the Legiſlature. The ſame Indulgence againſt 
Law was . uſe of by them and the Paß and 
they amicably employed their Power, as in Defence 
of one common Intereſt. 

Bur the Revolution happening ſoon after, ſerved 
to waſh away the Memory of the Rebellion; upon 
which, the Run againſt. Popery was, no doubt, as 
Jaſt and ſeaſonable, as that of Fanatici/mafter the Re- 
ſtoration; and the Dread of Popery being then our 
lateſt Danger, and conſequently the moſt freſh upon 
our Spirits, all Mouths were open againſt that; the 
Di ſſenters were rewarded with an Indulgence by Law: 
The Rebellionand King's Murder were now no long- 
er a Reproach; the former was only a civil War, 
and whoever durſt call it a Rebellion was a Facobite 
and Friend to France. This was the more unexpect- 
ed, becauſe the Revolution being wholly brought 
about by Church of Englund Hands, they hoped one 
good Conſequence of it would be the relieving us 
from the Encroachments of Diſſenters, as well as 
thoſe of Papi/ts ; ſince both had equally confederated 
towards our Ruin : And, therefore, when the Crown 
was new ſettled, it was hoped, at leaſt, that the reit 
of the Conſtitution would be reſtored. But this Affair 
took a very different Turn: The Diſſenters had juſt 
made Shift to ſave a Tide, and join with the Prince 
of Orange, when they found all was deſperate with 
their Pralectar King Janes; and obſerving a Party 
then forming againſt the old Principles in Church 
and State, under the Name of Wh:gs and Low- 
churcbmer, they lifted themſelves into it, where they 
have ever ſince continued. 


Ir 
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IT is therefore, upon the foot they now are, that 
I would apply myſelf to them, and defire they would 
conſider the different Circumſtances at preſent, from 
what they were under, when they began their De- 
ſigns againſt the Church and Monarchy, about ſe- 
venty Years ago. At that J uncture they made up the 
Body of the Party ; and whoſoever joined with them 
from Principles of Revenge, Diſcontent, Ambition, 
vr Love of Change, were all forced to ſhelter under 
their Denomination ; united heartily in the Pretences 
of a further and purer Reformation in Religion, and 
of advancing the great Work (as the Cant was then) 
that Cad was about to do in theſe Nations ; received 
the Syſtems of Doctrine and Diſcipline preſcribed by 
the Scots, and readily took the Covenant; ſo that 
there appeared no Diviſion among them, till after 
the common Enemy was ſubdued. 

Bur now their Caſe is quite otherwiſe ; and I can 
hardly think it worth being of a Party, upon the Terms 
they have been received of late Years. For ſuppoſe 
the whole Faction ſhould at length ſucceed in their 
Deſign of deſtroying the Church; are they ſo weak 
to imagine, that the new modelling of Religion would 
be put into their Hands? Would their Brethren, the 
Low-churchmen and Free-thinkers, ſubmit to their Di/- 
cipline, their Synods, or their C/afſes ; and divide the 
Lands of Biſhops, or Deans and Chapters, among 
them? How can they help obſerving, that theic 
Allies, inſtead of pretending more Sanctity than other 
Men, are ſome of them for levelling all Religion ; 
and the reſt for aboliſhing it ? Is it not manifeſt, that 
they have been treated by their Confederates exactly 
after the ſame Manner as they were by King James 
the Second; made Inſtruments to ruin the Church; 
not for their own Sakes, but under a pretended Pro- 

ject 
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ject of univerſal Freedom in Opinion, to advance 
dark Deſigns of thoſe who employ them ? For, ex- 
cepting the Antimonarchical P/ inciple, and a few falſe 
Notions of Liberty, I ſee but little Agreement be- 
twixt them; and even in theſe, I believe, it would 
be impoſlible to contrive a Frame of Government that 
would pleaſe them all, if they had it now in their 
Power to try. But, however, to be ſure, the Pc- 
byterian Inſtitution would never obtain. For, ſuppoſe 
they ſhould, in Imitation of their Predeceſſors, pro- 

ſe to have no King but our Saviour CHrisT ; the 
whole Clan of Free-thinkers would immediately ob- 
ject, and refuſe his Authority. Neither would their 
Low-church Brethren uſe them better, as well know- 
ing what Enemies they are to that Doctrine of un- 
limited Tolcration, wherever they are ſuffered to 
preſide. So that, upon the whole, I do not tee, as 
their preſent Circumſtances ſtand, where the Den- 
ters can find better Quarter than from the Church of 
England. 

Bsp ES, I leave it to their Conſideration, whe - 
ther, with all their Zeal againit the Church, they 
ought not to ſhew a little Decency ; and how far 
it conſiſts with their Reputation to act in concert 
with ſuch Confederates. It was reckoned a very in- 
famous Proceed ing in the preſent Maſt Chrijtian King 
to aſſiſt the Tur againit the Emperor; Policy and 
Reaſons of State were not allowed ſufficient Excuſes 
for taking Part with an [nfidel againſt a Believe. It 
is one of the Dinter, Quarrels againit the Church, 
that ſhe is not enough reformed from Peper : vet 
they boldly entered into a League with Pp and 
a Popiſb Prince, to deitroy her. I hey protels much 
Sanctity, and object againſt the wicked Lives ot 
{ome ot our Mcmber: ; yet they have been long, and 
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{ill continue, in ſtrict Combination with Libertines 
and Atheiſts, to contrive our Ruin. What if the cu 
ſhould multiply, and become a formidable P a- 
mong us? Would the Diſſenters join with them hke- 
wiſe, becauſe they agree already in ſome general 
Principles, and becauſe the Jeu are allowed to be 
a ftiff-neched and rebellious People ? 

Ir is the Part of wiſe Men to conceal their Paſſions 
when they are not in Circumſtances of exerting them 
to Purpoſe. The Arts of getting Power, and pre- 
ſerving Indulgence, are very different. For the for- 
mer, the reaſonable Hopes of the Diſenters ſeem to 
be at an End; their Comrades, the Whigs and Free- 
thinkers, are juſt in a Condition proper to be for- 
ſaken : and the Parliament, as well as the Body of 
the People, will be deluded no longer. Beſides, it 
ſometimes happens for a Cauſe to be exhauſted and 
worn out, as that of the Whigs in general ſeems at 

ent to be: The Nation hath felt enough of it. 
t is as vain to hope reſtoring that decayed Intereſt, 
as for a Man of Sixty to talk of entering on a new 
Scene of Life, that is not er for Youth and Vi- 
gour. New Circumſtances and new Men muſt ariſe, 
as well as new Occafions ; which are not like to ha 
pen in our Time. So that the Di//enters have no 
Game left, at preſent, but to ſecure their Indulgence. 
In order to which, I will be ſo bold to offer them 
tome Advice. | 

FiesT, That until ſome late Proceedings be a 
little forgot, they would take Care not to provoke, 
by any Violence of Tongue or Pen, ſo great a Ma- 
jority as there is now againſt them ; nor keep up, 
any longer, that Combination with their broken Al- 
lies; but difperſe themſelves, and lie dormant againſt 


lome better Opportunity. I have ſhewn they could 
Vor. VII. P have 
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have got no Advantage, if the late Party had prevail- 
ed ; and they will certainly loſe none by its Fall, un- 
leſs through its own Fault. They pretend a mighty 
Veneration for the QUE tx ; let them give Proof of 
it, by quitting the ruined Intereſt of thoſe who have 
uſed her ſo ill; and by a due Reſpect to the Perſons 
ſhe is pleaſed to truſt at preſent with her Affairs. 
When they can no longer hope to govern, when 
ſtruggling can do no good, and may poſſibly hurt 
them ; what is left, but to be filent and ve? 

Secoxplty, Although there be no Law (beſides 
that of God Almighty) againſt occafconal Conformity; 
it would be Prudence in the Diſſenters to uſe it a; 
tenderly as they can : For, beſides the infamous Hy- 
pocriſy of the Thing itſelf, too frequent Practice 
would, perhaps, make a Remedy neceſſary. And, 
after all they have ſaid to juſtify themſelves in thi; 
Point, it ſtill continues hard to conceive how thoſe 
Conſciences can pretend to be ſcrupulous, upon 
which an Employment hath more Power than the 
Love of Unity. 

Is the laſt Place, I am humbly of Opinion, That 
the D:/enters would do well to drop that Leſſon they 
have learned from their Directors, of affecting to be 
under horrible Apprehenſions, that the Tories are 
in the Intereſts of the Pretender, and would be ready 
to embrace the firſt Opportunity of inviting him over. 
It is with the worſt Grace in the World that they 
offer to join in the Cry upon this Article: As it 
thoſe, who alaue ſtood in the Gap againſt all the En- 
croachments of Popery and Arbitrary Poauer, are not 
more likely to keep out both, than a Set of Schi- 
matichs, who, to gratify their Ambition and Revenge, 
did, by the meaneſt Compliances, encourage and 


ſpirit up that unfortunate Prince to fall upon ſuch 
: Meaſures 
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Meaſures, as muſt at laſt have ended in the Ruin of 
our Liberty and Religion. 


p. S. I wisx thoſe who give themſelves the trouble 
to write to the Examiner, would conſider whether 
what they ſend be proper for ſuch a Paper to take 
Notice of. I had one Letter laſt Week, written, 
as I ſuppoſe, by a Divine, to deſire I would offer 
ſome Reaſons againſt a Bill now before the Parlia- 
ment, for Aſcertaining the Tythe of Hops ; from 
which the Writer apprehends great Damage to the 
Clergy, eſpecially the poorer Vicars. If it be as 
he ſays (and he ſeems to argue very reaſonably 
upon it) the Convocation, now fitting, will, no 
doubt, upon due Application, repreſent the Matter 
to the Houſe of Commons; and he may expect all 
Juſtice and Favour from that great Body, who 
have already appeared ſo tender of their Rights. 

A Gentleman, likewiſe, who hath ſent me 
ſeveral Letters, relating to perſonal Hardſhips he 
received from ſome of the late Miniſtry, is adviſed 
to publiſh a Narrative of them, they being too 
large, and not proper for this Paper. 


R 
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Thurſday, April 10, 1711. 


Semper cauſes rventorum magis movent quam iſe 
eventa. 


Am glad to obſerve that ſeveral among the 
Whigs have begun very much to change their 
— ge of late. The Style is now among the rea- 
ſonable Part of them, when they meet a Man in Bu- 
fineſs, or a Member of Parliament ; ; Well, Gentle- 
men, if you go on as you have hitherto done, we ſhall 
no longer have any Pretence to complain. They 2 
it ſeems, that there have been yet 1 
to bring in the Pretender, nor any N 
towards it. They read no 4 Votes, nor Bi 
brought in to endanger the Subjett. The Indulgence 
to ſcrupulous Conſciences is again confirmed from 
the Throne, inviolably preſerved, and not the leaſt 
Whiſper offered that may affect it. All Care is taken 


to ſupport the War; Supphes chearfully * 
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Funds readily ſubſcribed to,in (pight of the little Arts 
made uſe of to diſcreditthem. 'The juſt Reſentments 
of ſome, which are laudable in themſelves, and 
which at another Juncture it might be proper to give 
way to, have been ſoftened or diverted by the 
Calmneſs * 1 3 
ent Management, I do not ſee how any Objection 
Wegen, well be raiſed. 
1 our —— ſtill 22 roger 
Su was wholly unexpected, and out o 
T dads View. That, bo publick Affairs, we ought, 
of all others, tojudge by Events ; that the At- 
tempt of changing a Miniſtry, during the Difficulties 
of a long War, was raſh and inconſiderate; that if 
the QUzez x were diſpoſed by her Inclinations, or 
from any perſonal Diſlike, for ſuch a Change, it 
might have been done with more Safety in a Time 
of Peace; that if it had miſcarried by any of thoſe 
Incidents, which, in all Appearance, might have in- 
tervened, the Conſequences would, perhaps, have 
ruined the whole Confederacy : And therefore, how- 
ever it hath now ſucceeded, the Experiment was too 
dangerous to try. 

Bur this is what we can by no means allow them. 
We never will admit Raſhneſs, or Chance, to have 
produced all this Harmony and Order. It is viſible 
to the World, that the ſeveral Steps towards this 
Change were ſlowly taken, and with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion. The Moers obſerved, as they went on, how 
Matters would bear; and advanced no farther, at 
firſt, than ſo as they might be able to ſtop, or go 
back, if Circumſtances were not mature. Things 
were grown to ſuch a Height, that it was no longe- 
the Queſtion, whether a Perſon, who aimed at an 
Employment, were a Whig or Tory ; much lefs whe- 
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ther he had Merit, or proper Abilities, for what he 

ed to: He muſt owe his Preferment only to 
the Favourites; and the Crown was fo far 4 
nominating, that they would not allow it a Negative, 
This the Que xx was reſolved no longer to endure; 
and began to break into their Prc/cription, by be- 
ſtowing one or two Places of Conſequence, without 
conſulting her Epbori, after they had fixed them for 
others, and concluded, as uſually, that all their Bu- 
fineſs was to ſignify their Pleaſure to her Majeſty. 
But although the Perſons the Que £x had choſen 
were ſuch as no Objection could well be raiſed a- 
gainſt, upon the Score of Party, yet the Oligarchy 
took the Alarm ; their Sovereign Authority was, 
it ſeems, called in Queſtion ; they grew into Anger 
and Diſcontent, as if their undoubted Rights were 
violated. All former Obligations to their Sovereign 
now became cancelled ; and they put themſelves up- 
on the foot of People who are hardly uſed after the 
moſt eminent Services. 

I BELIEvE all Men, who know any thing in 
Politicks, will agree, that a Prince thus treated by 
thoſe he hath molt confided in, and perpetually load. 
ed with his Favours, ought to extricate himſelf as 
ſoon as poſſible ; and is then only blameable in his 
Choice of Time, when he defers one Minute after it 
15 in his Power ; becauſe, from the monſtrous En- 
croachments of exorbitant Avarice and Ambition, he 
cannot tell how long it may continue to be ſo. And 
it will be found, upon enquiring into Hiſtory, that 
moſt of thoſe Princes, who have been ruined by Fa- 
vourites, have owed their Misfortune to the Neglect 
of earlier Remedies ; deferring to ſtruggle, until 
they were quite ſunk. | 
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Taz Whips are every Day curſing the ungovern- 
able Rage, the haughty Pride, and inſatiable Covet- 
ouſneſs of a certain Perſon, as the Cauſe of their 
Fall; and are apt to tell their Thoughts, that one 
ſingle Removal might have ſet all Things right. But 
the Intereſts of that forg/e Perſon were found, upon 

ence, ſo complicated and woven with the reft, 
by Love, by Axe, by Marriage, by Alliance; that 
they would rather confound Heaven and Earth, than 
diſſolve ſuch an Union. | 

I nave always heard and underſtood, that a 
King of England, poſſeſſed of his Peoples, Hearts, 
at the Head of a free Parliament, and in full Agree- 
ment with a great Majority, made the true Figure in 
the World that ſuch a Monarch ought to do ; and 
purſued the real Intereſt of himſelf and his King- 
dom. Will they allow her Majeſty to be in thoſe 
Circumſtances at preſent? And was it not plain by 
the Addreſſes ſent from all Parts of the Iſland, and 
by the viſible Diſpoſition of the People, that ſuch a 
Parliament would undoubtedly be choſen? And fo 
it proved, without the Court's uſing any Arts to in- 
fluence Elections. 

Wuar People then are theſe in a Corner, to 
whom the Conſtitution muſt truckie ? If the whole 
Nation's Credit cannot ſupply Funds for the War, 
without humble Application from the entire Legiſla- 
ture to a few Retailers of Money, it is high Time 
we ſhould ſue for a Peace. What new Maxims are 
theſe, which neither we nor our Forefathers ever 
heard of before, and which no wiſe Inſtitution would 
ever allow ? muſt our Laws, from henceforward, paſs 
the Bank and Eaft- India Company, or have their 
Royal Aſent before they are in force? 
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To hear ſome of theſe worthy Reaſoners talking 
of Credit, that ſhe is ſo nice, ſo — ſo capri- 
cious, you would think they were deſcribing a Lady 
troubled with the Vapours, or the Colick „to be re- 
moved only by a Courſe Steel, or fwallowing a 
Bullet. By the Narrowneſs of their Thoughts one 
would imagine they conceived the World to be no 
wider than Exchange Alley. It is probable they may 
have ſucha fickly e among them ; andit is well 
if ſhe hath no worſe Diſeaſes, conſidering what 
Hands ſhe paſſes through. But the national Credit is 
of another Complexion ; of found Health, and an 
even Temper ; her Life and Exiſtence being a Quin- 
teſſence drawn from the Vitals of the whole King- 
dom: And we find theſe Money Politicians, after all 
their Noiſe, to be ot the ſame Opinion, by the Court 
they paid her when ſhe lately appeared to them in 
the Form of a Lottery. 

As to that mighty Error in Politicks they charge 
upon the Queen, for changing her Miniſtry in the 
Height of a War, I ſuppoſe it is only looked upon 
as an Error under a Wiiygih Adminiſtration ; other- 
wiſe the late King had much to anſwer for, who did 
it pretty frequently. And it is well known, that 
the late Miniftry, of famous Memory, was brought 
in during the preſent War; only with this Circum- 
ſtance, that two or three of the chief did firſt change 
their own Principles, and then took in ſuitable Com- 
panions. | 

Bur, however, I ſee no Reaſon why the Tories 
ſhould not value their Wiſdom by Events, as well 2s 
the Nhigs. Nothing was ever thought a more pre- 
cipitate, raſh Counſe! than that of a/tcring the Coin 
at the Juncture it was done; yet the Prudence of the 
ndertak ing was ſufficiently juſtified by the Succeſs. 

Perks p: 
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it will be ſaid, that the Attempt was neceſ- 

fary, becauſe the whole Species of Money was ſo 

ievouſly clipped and counterfeit: And is not her 

Maieſty's Authority as ſacred as her Coin? And hath 

not that been moſt ſcandalouſly clipped and mang- 
led, and often counterfeited too? 

IT is another grievous Complaint of the Whigs, 
that their late Friends, and the whole Party, are 
treated with Abundance of Severity in Print, and in 
particular by the Examiner. They think it bard, 
that when they are wholly deprived of Power, hated 
by the People, and out of all Hope of re-eſtabliſhing 
themſelves, their Infirmities ſhould be ſo often diſ- 
ed, in order to render them yet more odious to 
ankind . This is what they employ their Writers 
to ſet forth in their Papers of the Week; and it is 
humourſome enough to obſerve one Page taken up 
in railing at the Examiner, for his Invectives againſt 
a diſcarded Miniſtry, and the other Side filled \ with 
the falſeſt and vileſt Abuſes againſt thoſe who are 
now in the higheſt Power and Credit with their So- 
vereign ; and whoſe leaſt Breath would ſcatter them 
into Silence, and Obſcurity. However, although I 
have, indeed, often wondered to ſee ſo much Li- 
centiouſneſs taken and connived at, and am fure it 
would not be ſuffered in any other Country of Chrift- 
endom ; yet I never once invoked the Afiftance of 
the Gao, or Pillory, which, upon the lealt Pro- 
vocation, was the uſual Style during their Tyranny. 
There hath not paſſed a Week theſe twenty Years. 
without ſome malicious Paper ſcattered in every 
Coffee-houſe by the Emiſiaries of that Party, whe- 
ther it were down or 1p. I believe they will not 
pretend to object the ſame Thing to us: Nor do I 
remember any conſtant weekly Paper with Reflections 

on 
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on the late Miniſtry, or Junto. They have many 
weak, defenceleſs Parts; they have not been uſed to 
* Attack, and therefore it is that they are ſo 
ill able to endure one, when it comes to be their 
Turn. So that they complain more of a few Months 
Truths from us, than we did of all their Lies, and 
Malice for twice as many Years. 

I cannor forbear obſerving, this Occaſion, 
that thoſe worthy Authors I am ſpeaking of, ſeem 
to me not fairly to repreſent the Sentiments of their 
Party ; who, in diſputing with us, do generally give 
ſeveral of the late Miniſtry, and freely ownman 
their Failings. They confeſs the monſtrous D 
upon the Navy to have been cauſed by moſt ſcandal- 
ous Miſmanagement; they allow the Z/olence of 
ſome, and the Avarice of others, to have been inſup- 
portable : But theſe Gentlemen are moſt liberal of 
their Praiſestothoſe Perſons, and upon thoſe very Ar- 
ticles, where their wiſeſt Friends give up the Point. 
They gravely tell us, that fzch a one was the moſt 
faithful Servant ever any Prince had ; another the 
moſt dutiful ; a third, the moſt generous ; a fourth, 
of the greateſt Integrity : So that I look upon theſe 
Champions rather as retained by a Cabal than a Par- 
fy ; which I defirethe reaſonable Men among them 
would pleaſe to conſider. 
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Indignum eſt in ea civitate, gue legibus continctur, dij- 
cedi a legibus. 


Have been often conſidering how it comes to 

paſs, that the Dexterity of Mankind in Evil 
ſhould always m—__—_ not only the Prudence and 
Caution of private Perſons, but the continual Expe 
dience of the wiſeſt Laws contrived to prevent it. I 
cannot imagine a Knave to poſſeſs a greater Share of 
natural Wit, or Genius, than an honeſt Man. J 
have known very notable Sharpers at Play, who, up- 
on all other Occaſions, were as great Dunces as hu- 
man Shape can well allow; and, I believe, the ſame 
might be obſerved among the other Knots of Thieves 
and Pick-pockets about this Town. The Propoſi 
tion, however, is certainly true, and to be confirmed 
by an hundred Inſtances. A Scrivener, an Attorney, 
a Stockjobber, and many other R-tailerr of Fooue, 
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ſhall not only be able to over-reach others, much wi. 
ſer than themſelves, but find out new Inventions to 
<lude the Force of any Law made againſt them. | 
ſuppoſe the Reaſon of this may be, that, as the Ag- 
greſſor is ſaid to have generally the Advantage of the 
Defender, fo the Makers of the Law, which 1s to de- 
fend our Rights, have uſually not ſo much Induſtry, 
or Vigour, as thoſe whoſe Intereſt leads them to 
attack it, Beſides, it rarely happens that Men are 
rewarded by the Fublick for their Juſtice and Virtue; 
neither do thoſe, who a& upon ſuch Principles, ex- 
peR any Recompence until the next World: Where- 
as Fraud, where it ſucceeds, gives preſent Pay ; and 
this is allowed the greateſt Spur imaginable both to 
Labour and Invention. When a Law is made to 
ftop ſome growing Evil, the Wits of thoſe, whoſe In- 
tereſt it is to break it with Secrecy or Impunity, are 
immediately at Work ; and even among thoſe who 
pretend to fairer Characters, many would gladly find 
means to avoid what they would not be thought to 
violate. They defire to reap the Advantage, if poi- 
Sble, without the Shame, or, at leaſt, without the 
Danger. This Art is what I take that dextrous 
Race of Men, ſprung up ſoon after the Revolution, 
to have ſtudied with great Application ever fince ; 
and to have arrived at great Perfection in it. Ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of ſome Romiſh Caſuiſts, 
they have found out guam prope ad peccatum fine 
peccato poſſint accedere ; they can tell how to go with- 
in an Inch of an Impeachment, and yet come bac! 
untouched. They know what Degree of Corruption 
will juſt forfeit an Employment, and whether the 
Bribe you recelve be iu7.cient to ſet you right, and 
put ſomething in your Pocket beſid es: How much, 
to 2 Penny, you may ſafely cheat the Qurz ex, whe 
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ther forty, fifty, or ſi Cent. according to the 
oth. — in, the Difpoſitions of the Per- 
ſons in Office, below and above you. They have 
computed the Price you may ſecurely take or give 
for a Place, or what Part of the Salary you ought 
to reſerve : They can diſcreetly diſtribute five hun- 
dred Pounds in a ſmall Borough, without any Dan- 
ger from the Statutes againſt bribing Elections. 
can manage a Bargain for an Office by a thi 
fourth, or fifth Hand; ſo that you ſhall not know 
whom to accuſe. They can win a thouſand Guineas 
at Play, in Ipight of the Dice, and fend away the 
Loſer ſatisfied. They can paſs the moſt exorbitant 
Accounts, over-pay the Creditor with half his De- 
mands, and fink the reſt. 

IT would be endleſs to relate, or rather, indeed, 
impoſſible to diſcover, the ſeveral Arts which curi- 
ous Men have found out to enrich themſelves, by 
defrauding the Publick, in Defiance of the Law. 
The Military Men, both by Sea and Land, have 
equally cultivated this moſt uſeful Science : Neither 
hath it been altogether neglected by the other Sex; 
of which, on the contrary, I could produce an In- 
ſtance that would make ours bluſh to be ſo far out- 
done. 

Besrives, to confeſs the Truth, our Laws them- 
ſelves are extremely defective in many Articles, which 
| take to be one ill Effect of our beſt Poſſeſſion, Li- 
berty. Some Years ago the Ambaſſador of a great 
Prince was arrefted, and Outrages committed on his 
Perſon in our Streets, without any Poſſibility of Re- 
dreſs from W:/tminfter-Hall,or the Prerogative of the 
Sovereign; and the Legiſlature was forced to provide 
1 Remedy againſt the like Evils in Time to come. A 
Commiſhoner of the ſtamped Paper was lately diſ- 

covered 
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covered to have notoriouſly cheated the Publick of 
great Sums for many Years, by counterfeiting the 
Stamps, which the Law hath made capital : But the 
Aggravation of his Crime proved to be the Cau 
that ſaved his Life; and that additional hei | 
Circumſtance of _— his Truſt, was found to 
be a legal Defence. I am aſſured that the notorious 
Cheat of the Brewers at Port/mouth, detected about 
two Months ago in 1 cannot by any Law 
now in Force puniſhed in any Degree equal to 
the Guilt and Infamy of it. Nay, what is —— in- 
credible, had Guiſcard ſurvived his deteſtable At- 
tempt upon Mr. Harlcy's Perſon, all the inflamin 

Circumſtances of the Fact would not have ſufficed: 
in the Opinion of many Lawyers, to have puniſhed 
him with Death ; and the Publick muſt have lain un- 
der this Dilemma, either to condemn him by a Law 
ex poſt facto, (which would have been of dangerous 
Conſequence, and from an ignominious Precedent) 
or undergo the Mortification to ſee the greateſt Vil- 
lain upon Earth eſcape unpuniſhed, to the infinite 
Triumph and Delight of Popery and Faction. But 
even this is not to be wondered at, when we con- 
ſider that of all the Inſolences offered to the Que zu 
fince the Act of Indemnity (at leaſt, that ever came 
co my Ears) I can hardly inſtance above two or 
three, which, by the Letter of the Law, could a- 
mount to High-Treaſon. 

From theſe Defects in our Laws, and the Want 
of ſome diſcretionary Power, ſafely lodged, to exert 
upon Emergencies; as well as from the great Ac- 

uirements of able Men to elude the Penalties of 
oſe Laws they break; it is no wonder that the 
Injuries done to the Publick are ſo ſeldom redreſſed. 
But, beſides, no Individual ſuffers by any 8 
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doth to the Commonwealth, in proportion to the 
Advantage he gains by doing it There are ſeven 
or eight Millions who contribute to the Loſs, while 
the whole. Gain is ſunk among a few. The Da- 
mage ſuffered by the Publick is not ſo i 

or heavily felt by particular Perſons ; and the Zeal 
of Proſecution is apt to drop and be loft among 
Numbers. 

Bu r, imagine a Set of Politicians for many Years 
at the Head of Affairs, the Game viſibly their own, 
and, by Conſequence, acling with great Security 
may not theſe be ſometimes tempted to et their 
Caution, by Length of Time, by Exceſs of Avarice 
and Ambition, by the Inſolence or Violence of their 
Nature, or, perhaps, by a mere Contempt for their 
Adverſaries? May not ſuch Motives as theſe put them 
often upon Actions directly againſt the Law, ſuch as 
no Evafions can be found for, and which will lay 
them fully open to the Vengeance of a prevailing In- 
tereſt, whenever they are out of Power? It is an- 
ſwered in the Affirmative. And here we cannot re- 
faſe the late Miniſtry their due Praiſes ; who, fore- 
ſeeing a Storm, provided for their own Safety by two 
admirable Expedients, by which, with great Pru- 
dence,they have eſcaped the Puniſhments due to per- 
nicious Counſels and corrupt Management. The firſt 
was to procure, under Pretences hardly ſpecious, a 
general Act of Indemnity, which cuts off all Im- 
peachments. The ſecond was yet more refined: Sup- 
poſe, for Inſtance, a Counſel is to be purſued, which 
i neceffary to carry on the dangerous Deſigns of a 
prevailing Party, to preſerve them in Power, to gra- 
ufy the unmeaturable Appetices of a few Leaders, 
Civil and Military, although by hazarding the Ruin 
af the whole Nation; this Counſel, deſperate in itſelf, 

unpre- 
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unpreced procure Tori 
ty to form into an Addreſs, whi makes it look like 
the Senſe of the Nation. Under that Shelter they 
carry on the Work, and lie ſecure againſt Aſter- 
reckonin 


| Tae be fo free to tell my Meaning in this; 
that, among other Things, I underſtand it of the Ad- 
dreſs made to the Q EE about three Years ago, 
to deſire that her Majeſty would not conſent to a 
Peace, without the entire Reſtitution of Spain. A 

Proceeding, which, to People abroad, muſt look 
like the higheſt Strain of —— Folly, and Gaſ- 
conade. But we at home, who allow the Promoters 
of that Advice to be no Fools, can eaſily compre- 
hend the Depth and Myſtery of it. They were aſ- 
ſured by this Means to pin down the War upon us; 

conſequently to increaſe their own Power and Wealth 
and multiply Difficulties on the QM and the 

Kingdom, until they had fixed their Party too firm- 
ly to be ſhaken, whenever they ſhould find them- 

{elves diſpoſed to reverſe their Addreſs, and give us 
leave to wiſh for a Peace. 
It any Man entertains a more favourable Opini 
of this monſtrous Step in Politicks, I would aſk him 
what we muſt do in caſe we find it impoſſible to re- 
cover Spain ? Thoſe among the I big who believe a 
Gop will confeſs that the Events of War lie in his 
Hands: and the reſt of them, who acknowledge no 
ſuch Power, will allow that Fortune hath too great 
a Share in the good or ill Succeſs of Military Actions 
to let a wiſe Man reaſon upon them as if they were 
entirely in his Power. If Providence ſhall think ft 
to refuſe Succets to our Arms; with how ill a Grace, 
with what Shame and Confution ſhall we be oblige 
to recant that precipitate Addreſs, unleſs the wow 
. . 
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will be ſo charitable to conſider, that Parliaments 
among us differ as much as Princes ; and that; by the 
fatal Conjunction of many unhappy Circumitances, 
it is very poſſible for our Iſland to be repreſented 
ſometimes by thoſe who have the leaſt Pretenſions. 
So little Truth or Juſtice there is in what ſome pre- 
tend to advance, that the Actions of former Senates 
ought always to be treated with Reſpect by the lat- 
ter; that thoſe Aﬀemblies are all equally venerable, 
and no one to be preferred before another: By which 
Argument, the Parliament that began the Rebellion 
againſt King Charles I. voted his Trial, and ap- 
pointed his Murderers, ought to be remember'd with 
Reſpect. 
- ang return from this Digreſſion: It is v 
lain, that, conſidering the Detectiveneſs of our 
ws, the Variety of Caſes, the Weakneſs of the 
Prerogative, the Power or the Cunning of ill-de- 
ſigning Men, it is poſſible that many great Abuſes 
may be viſibly committed, which cannot be legally 
uniſhed ; eipecially if we add to this, that ſome 
— might probably involve thoſe, whom, up- 
on other Accounts, it is not thought convenient to 
diſturb. Therefore it is very falſe Reaſoning, eſpe- 
cially in the Management of publick Affairs, to ar- 
gue that Men are innocent, becauſe the Law hath 
not pronounced them guilty. 

I am apt to think it was to ſupply ſuch Defects 
as theſe, that Satire was firſt introduced into the 
World ; whereby thoſe, whom neither Religion, 
nor natural Virtue, nor Fear of Puniſhment, were 
able to keep within the Bounds of their Duty, might 
be with-held by the Shame of having their Crunes 
expoſed to open View in the ſtrongeit Colours, and 
themſelves rendered odious to Mankind. Pechaps all 
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this may be little regarded by ſuch hardened and 
abandoned Natures as I have to deal with; but, next 
to taming or binding a ſaving Animal, the beſt Ser- 
vice you can do the Neighbourhood is to give them 
UNIT 12 WEL CLIN Ws not to come 
in its Way. 


Cour I have h for any Signs of Remorſe 

from the Leaders of that Faction, I ſhould very 

ladly have 13 my Style, and forgot, or paſ- 

ſed by their Millions of Enormities : But they are 
Day more fond of diſcovering their im 

Zeal and Malice: Witneſs their Conduct in the Ci- 

ty about CO ago, which had no other End 


imaginable, beſides that of lexing our Affairs, 
and endeavouring to make Things deſperate, that 
themſelves may be thought While 


continue in this frantick Mood, I ſhall not ras 
to treat them as they deſerve ; that is to ſay, as the 
inveterate, irreconcileable Enemies to our Country 
and its Conſtitution. 
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NUMBER XXXIX. 


Thurſday, May 3, 1711. 


Quis tulerit Gracchos de ſeditioue guerentes ? 


"HERE have been certain Topics of Reproach 
| liberally beſtowed, for ſome Years paſt, by 
the Whigs and Tories upon each other. We charge 
the former with a Deſign of deftroying the eftabli:d 
Church, and introducing Canatici/m and Free-thinking 
in its ſtead. We accuſe them as Enemies to Monar- 
chy ; as endeavouring to undermine the preſent Form 
of Government, and to build a Commonwealth, or 
ſome new Scheme of their own, upon its Ruins. On 
the other Side, their Clamours againſt us may be 
ſummed up in thoſe three tormidable W ords, Popery, 
Arbitrary Paaver, and the Pretender. Our A - 
uons againſt them we endeavour to make good b 
certain overt Acts; ſuch as their perpetually abuſing 
the whole Body of the Clergy, their declared Con- 
tempt for the very Order of Prieſthood. their Aver- 
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ſion againſt Epiſcopacy, the publick Encourage- 
ment and Patronage they gave to Tindal, Toland, and 
other atheiſtical Writers; their appearing as pro- 
feſſed Advocates retained by the Diſſenters, excuſing 
their Separation, and laying the Guilt of it to the 
Obſtinacy of the Church ; their frequent Endeavours 
to repeal the Teſt, and their ſetting up the Indul- 
gence to ſcrupulous Conſciences as a Point of great- 
er Importance than the eſtabliſhed Worſhip. The 
Regard they bear to our Monarchy hath appeared by 
their open ridiculing the Martyrdom of King Charles]. 
in their Calves-Head Clubs; their common Diſ- 
courſes, and their Pamphlets ; their denying the un- 
natural War raiſed againſt that Prince to have been 
a Rebellion ; their juſtifying his Murder in the al- 
lowed Papers of the Week; their Induſtry in publiſh- 
ing and ſpreading ſeditious and Republican Tracts, 
ſuch as Ludlow's Memorrs, Sidney of Government, and 
many others ; their endleſs lopping of the Preroga- 
tive, and mincing into nothing her Majeſty's Titles 
to the Crown. 

War Proofs they bring for our endeavouring 
to introduce Popery, Arbitrary Power, and the Pre- 
tender, I cannot readily tell, and would be glad to 
hear : However, thoſe important Words having, by 
dextrous Management, been found of mighty Ser- 
vice to the Cauſe, although applied with little Co- 
lour, either of Reaſon or Juſtice ; I have been con- 
ſidering, whether they may not be adapted to more 
proper Objects. 

As to Popery, which is the firſt of theſe; to deal 
plainly, I can hardly think there is any Set of 
Men among us, except the Profeſſors of it, who have 
any direct Intention to introduce it here; but the 
Queſtion is, Whether the Principles and Practices of 


us, 
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us, or the Whigs, be moſt likely to make way for 
it? It is allowed on all Hands, that among the Me- 
thods concerted at Rome, for bringing over England 

into the Boſom of the Catholick Church, one of the 

chief was to ſend Jeſuits, and other Emiſſaries, in 
Lay Habits, who, perſonating Tradeſmen and Me- 

chanicks, ſhould mix with the People, and, under the 

Pretence of a further and purer Reformation, endea- 

your to divide us into as many Sects as poflible ; 

which would either put us under the Neceiſity of re- 

turning to our old Errors, to preſerve Peace at home; 
or, by our Divi/ions, make way for ſome powerful 

Neighbour, with the Aſſiſtance of the Pope's Permiſ- 

fon, and a conſecrated Banner, to convert and en- 
fave us at once. If this hath been reckoned good 

Politicks (and it was the beſt the Jeſuit Schools could 

invent) I appeal to any Man, whether the Whigs, for 

many Years paſt, have not been employed in the 

very ſame Work? They profeſſed, on all Occaſions, 

that they knew no Reaſon why any one Syſtem of 
ſpeculative Opinions (as they term the Doctrines of the 

Church) ſhould be eſtabliſhed by Law, more than 

another; or why Employments ſhould be confined 

to the Religion of che Magiſtrate, and that called the 

Church eſlabliſped. Ihe grand Maxim they laid 

down was, That no Man, for the Sake of a few 

Notions and Ceremonies, under the Names of Doctrine 
and Diſcipline, ſhould be denied the Liberty of 
ſerving his Country: As if Places would go a beg- 
ging, unleſs Browniſts, Familiſts, Sweet-Singers, 
| Quakers, Anabaptiſis, and Muggletaniaus would take 

them off our Hands. 

I ave been ſometimes imagining this Scheme 
brought to Perfection, and how diverting it would 
be to ſee half a dozen Sweet-Singers on the Bench 

3 in 
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M their Ermines, and two or three 2uakers with their 
white Staves at Court. I can only ſay, this Pro- 
ject is the very Counter-part of the late King James 
Deſign, which he took up as the beſt Method for 
— his own Religion, under the Pretext of 
an wniver/al Liberty of Conſcience ; and that no Dif- 
ference in Religion make any in his Favour. 
Accordingly, to ſave Appearances, he dealt ſome 
Employments among _—_— of moſt Denomina- 
tions ; and what he did was, no doubt, in pur- 
ſuance of the beſt Advice he could get at home or 
abroad ; but the Church thought it the moſt dan- 
Step he could take for her Deſtruction. It 

is true, = pKa admitted Papifts among the 
reſt, which the big would not; but this is ſuffi- 
ciently made up by a material Circumſtance, where- 
in they ſeem to have much outdone that Prince, and 
ree- 


to have carried their Liberty of Conſcience to a hi 
Point, having granted it to all the Claſſes of 
thinkers, which the nice Conſcience of a popiſb Prince 
would not give him Leave to do, and was 
mightily overſcen ; becauſe it is agreed by the Learn- 
ed, that there is but a very narrow Step from Athei/m 
to the other Extreme, Superſtition. So that upon the 
whole, whether the Vbigs had any real Deſign of 
bringing in Popery, or no, it is very plain that they 
took the moſt effectual Step towards it; and if the 
Jeſuits had been their immediate Directors, they 
could not have taught them better, nor have found 
apter Scholars. 0 
Txrz1 ſecond Accuſation is, that we encourage 
and maintain arbitrary Power in Princes ; and pro- 
mote enſlaving Doctrines among the People. This 
they go about to prove by Inſtances, producing the 
particular Opinions of certam Divines * — 
aries 
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Charles IT's Reign, a Decree of Oxford Univerſity, 
and ſome few Writers ſince the Revolution, What 
they mean is the Principle of Paſſive Obedience and 
Non-refftance, which thoſe who affirm, did, I be- 
lieve, never intend ſhould include Arbitrary Power. 
However, although I am ſenſible that it is not rec- 
koned prudent, in a Diſpute, to make any Conceſ- 
fions without the laſt Neceſſity; yet I do agree, that 
in my own private Opinion, ſome Writers did 
that Tenet of Paſſive Obedience to a Height which 
ſeemed hardly conſiſtent with the Liberties of a 
Country, whoſe Laws can neither be enacted nor re- 
pealed without the Conſent of the whole People; I 
mean not thoſe who affirm it due in general, as it 
certainly is, to the Legiſlature ; but ſuch as fix it 
entirely in the Prince's Perſon. This laſt hath, I 
believe, been done by a very few; but when the 
Whigs quote Authors to prove it upon us, they bring 
in all who mention it as a Duty in genera!, without 
applying it to Princes, abſtracted from their Senate. 
By thus freely declaring my own Sentiments of 
. Paſſive Obedience, it will, at laſt, appear that I do 
not write for a Party; neither do I, upon any Occa- 
ſion, pretend to ſ their Sentiments, but my own. 
The Majority of the two Houſes, and the preſent 
Miniſtry (if thoſe be a Party) ſeem to me, in all their 
Proceedings, to purſue the real Intereſt of Church 
and State : and if I ſhall happen to differ from par- 
ticular Perſons among them, in a ſingle Notion about 
Government, Iſuppoſe they will not, upon that Ac- 
count, explode me and my Paper. However, as an 
Anſwer, once for all, to the tedious Scurrilities of 
thoſe idle People, who affirm I am hired and dire&- 
ed what to write; I muſt here inform them, that 
their Cenſure is an Effect of their Principles. The 
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ent Miniſtry are under no Neceſſity of employ. 
ang ors Pens ; they have no dark 1 
promote, by advancing Heterodox Opinions. 

Bo r to return; ſuppoſe two or three private Di- 
vines, under King Charles the Second, did a little 
overſtrain the Doctrine of Paſfe Obedience to Prin- 
ces; ſome Allowance might be given to the Memo- 
ry of that unnatural Rebellion againſt his Father, and 

e diſmal Conſequences of Refi/tance. It is plain, 
by the Proceedings of the Churchmen before and 
at the Revolution, that this Doctrine was never de- 
ſigned to introduce arbitrary Power. 

I Look upon the Whigs and Diffenters to be ex- 
actly of the ſame political Faith: Let us therefore 
fee what Share each of them had in advancing ar- 
bitrary Poxwwer. It is manifeſt, that the Fanatics 
made Cromwell the moſt abſolute Power in Chrifter- 
dom. The Rump aboliſhed the Houſe of Lords, the 
Army aboliſhed the Rump, and by this Army of 
Saints he governed. The Diſſenters took Liberty of 
Conſcience, and Employments, from the late King 
James, as an Acknowledgment of his diſpenſing Pow- 
er; which makes the King of England as abſolute as 
the Turk. The big, under the late King, perpe- 
tually declared for keeping up a Standing Army in 
Times of Peace ; which hath, in all Ages, been the 
firſt and great Step to the Ruin of Liberty. They 
were, beſides, diſcovering every Day their Inclinati- 
ons to deſtroy the Rights of the Church, and declared 
their Opinion, in all Companies, againſt Biſhops ſit- 
ting in the Houſe of P.ers ; which was exactly copy- 
ing after their Predeceſſors of Forty-:ne. | need not 
ſay, their real Intentions were to make the King abſo- 
lute; but whatever be the Deſigns of innovating 
Men, they uſually end in "Tyranny ; as we may tee 
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by an hundred Examples in Greece, and in the later 
Commonwealths of Itahy mentioned by Machia- 
wel. 

In the third Place, the Whigs accuſe us of a De- 
ſign to bring in the Pretender; and to give it a 
greater Air of Probability, they ſuppoſe the Que EN 
to be a Party in this De ; which, however, is no 
very extraordinary Suppoſition in thoſe who have ad- 
vanced ſuch ſingular Paradoxes concerning Greg and 
Guiſcard, Upon this Article their Charge is gene- 
ral, without ever offering to produce an Inſtance. 
But, I verily think and believe, it will appear no 
Paradox, that, if ever he be brought in, the Whigs 
are his Men. For firſt, it is an undoubted 'Truth, 
that a Year or two after the Revolution, ſeveral 
Leaders of that Party had their Pardons ſent them by 
the late King James; and had entered upon Mea- 
ſures to reſtore him, on account of ſome Diſobliga- 
tions they received from King William. Beſides, I 
would aſk, whether thoſe who are under the greateſt 
Ties of Gratitude to King James, are not, at this 
Day, become the moſt zealous Whigs? And of what 
Party thoſe are now ; who kept a long Correſpon- 
dence with St. Germains ? 

IT is likewiſe very obſervable of late, that the 
Whigs, upon all Occaſions, profeſs their Belief of the 
Pretender's being no Inpoſtor, but a real Prince, born 
of the late Queen's Body ; which, whether it be 
true or falſe, is very unſeaſonably advanced, conſi- 
dering the Weight ſuch an Opinion muſt have with 
the V ulgar, if they once thoroughly believe it. Nei- 
ther is it at all improbable, that the Pretender him- 
ſelf puts his chief Hopes in the Friendſhip he ex- 
pects from the Diſſenters and Whigs, by his Choice 
:9 invade the Kingdom when the latter were — in 

Credit; 
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Credit; and he had Reaſon to count upon the for- 
mer, from the gracious Treatment they received 
from his ſuppoſed Father, and their joyful Accept- 
ance of it. t further, what could be more con- 
filtent with the W/gg;4 Notion of a Rewolution- 
Principle, than to bring in the Pretender? A Rownolu- 
tion-Princifle, as their Writings and Diſcourſes have 
taught us to define it, is a Principle perpetually diſ- 
poking Men to Revolution,: And this is ſuitable to the 

ous Saying of a great Whig, That the more Re- 
ewolutions the better; which, how odd a Maxim ſoever 
in Appearance, I take to be the true Characteriſlick 
of the Party. 

A Dos loves to turn round often; yet, after cer- 
tain Revolutions, he lies down to reft But Hear, 
under the Dominion of the Moon, are for perpetual 
Changes, and perpetual Rewolutions : Beſides, the 
ig owe all their Wealth to Wars and Revolution,; 
like the Girl at Bartho/omew-Fair, who gets a Penny 
by turning round a hundred Times with Swords in 
her Hands. 

To conclude, the Mig, have a natural Faculty 
of bringing in Pret-nd+r:, and will therefore probably 
endeavour to bring in the great One at laſt. How 
many Pretenders to Wit, Honour, Nobility, Poli- 
ticks, have they brought in theſe laſt twenty Year: ? 
In ſhort, they fr been ſometimes able to procure a 
Majority of Pr-tenders in Parliament; and wanted 
nothing to render the Work complete, except a Pre- 
Sender at their Head, 
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Thurſday, May 12, 1711. 


Dos eft magna parentium wirtus. 


Took up a Paper ſome Days ago in a Coffee- 
Houſe; and if the Correaneis of the Style, 
and a ſuperior Spirit in it, had not immediately un- 
deceived me, I ſhould have been apt to imagine! 
had been reading an Examiner. In this Paper there 
were ſeveral important Propoſitions advanced. For 
Inſtance, That Providence raiſed up Mr. Harig 
to be an Inſtrument of great Good, in a very critical 
Juncture, when it was much wanted. That hi: 
very Enemies acknowledge his eminent Abilities, 
and diſtinguiſhing Merit, by their unwearied and 
** reſtleſs Endeavours againſt his Perſon and Reputa 
tion; That they have had an inveterate Malice a- 
** gainit both; That he hath been wondertully prefer - 
** ved from sou unparalleled Attempts; with 
mo! 2 
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more to the ſame Purpoſe. I immediatel computed 
by Rules of Arithmetick, that, in the laſt Sed Word- 
there was ſomething more intended than the Attem 
of Guiſcard, which, I think, can properly paſs but for 
One of the Some. And although I dare not pre- 
tend to gueſs the Author's Meaning ; yet the Ex- 
preſſion allows ſuch a Latitude, that I would venture 
to hold a Wager, moſt Readers, both Whig and Tory, 
have agreed with me, that this Plural Number muſt, 
in all Probability, among other Facts take in the Bu- 
fineſs of Greg. 

SEE now the Difference of Styles. Had I been 
to have told my Thoughts on this Occaſion ; inſtead 
of ying how Mr. Harley was treated by ſome Per- 
fon, preſerved from ſome unparelleled Attempts, 
I ſhould, with intolerable Bluntneſs and ill Manners, 
have told a formal. Story, of a Committee ſent to a 
condemned Criminal in Newgate, to bribe him with 
a Pardon, on Condition he would {wear High Treaſon 
againit his Maſter, who diſcovered his Correſpon- 
dence, and ſecured his Perſon, when a certain grave 
Politician had given him Warning to make his E- 
ſcape : And by this Means I ſhould have drawn a 
whole Swarm of Hedge Writers, to exhauſt their Ca- 
talogue of Scurrilities againſt me, as a Liar, and a 
. Slanderer. But, with Submiſſion to the Author of 
that fore-mentioned Paper, I think he hath carried 
that Expreſſion to the utmoſt it will bear; for, after 
all this Noiſe, I know of but #vo 4ttempts againſt 
Mr. Harley, that can really be called unparalleled, 
which are thoſe aforeſaid of Greg and Gai/card ; for, 
as to the reſt, I will engage to parallel them from 
the Story af Catiline, and others I could produce. 

However, I cannot but obſerve, with infinite 
Pleaſure, that a great Part of what I have charged 


upon 


11 * 


—— G — 


No xL. EXAMINER. 237 


the late ing Faction, and for affirmin 

which I have — with ſo many — 
Epithets, had been TY confirmed, at ſeveral 
Times, by the Reſolutions of one or the other Houſe 
of Parliament. I may therefore now ſay, I hope, 
with good Authority, that there have been ſome un- 
paralleled Attempts againſt Mr. Harley. That the 
late Miniſtry were juſtly to blame in ſome Manage- 
ments, which occaſioned the unfortunate Battle of A 
manza, and the Diſappointment at Toulon. 'That the 
Publick hath been grievouſly wronged by moſt no- 
torious Frauds during the Whig Adminiſtration ; that 
thoſe, who adviſed the bringing in the Palatines, 
were Enemies to the Kingdom; that the late Ma- 
nagers of the Revenue have not duly paſſed their 
Accounts for a great Part of thirty five Millions, and 
ought not to be truſted in ſuch Employments any 
more. Perhaps, in a little Time, I may venture to 
affirm ſome other Paradoxes of this kind, and pro- 
duce the ſame Vouchers. And perhaps alſo, if it 
had not been ſo buſy a Period, inſtead of one Exa- 
miner, the late Miniftry might have had above four 
hundred, each of whoſe little Fingers would be 
heavier than my Loins. It makes me think of Nep- 
tune's Threat to the Winds : 


Dugs ego ſed motos præſtat componere fluftus. 
Thus, when the Sons of Solus had almoſt ſunk the 


Ship with the Tempeſts they raiſed, it was neceſſary 


to {mooth the Ocean, and ſecure the Veſſel inſtead 
of 1 the Offenders. 


UT, I obſerve, the general Expectation at pre- 
ſent, inſtead of dwelling any longer upon Conjec- 
tures, Who is to be puniſhed for paſt Miſcarriages, 
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ſeems bent upon the Rewards intended to thoſe who 
have been fo highly inſtrumental in reſcuing our 
Conſtitution from its late Dangers. It is the Obſer- 
vation of Tacitus, in the Life of Aricola, that his 
eminent Services had raiſed a general Opinion of his 
being defigned, by the Emperor, for Prætor of Bri- 
tain: Nullis in hoc ſuis ſermonibus, ſed quia par vi- 
debatur ; and then he adds, Non ſemper errat Fama, 
aliguando & eligit. The pg of a wiſe Prince, 
— the general Diſpoſition of the People, do often 

int at the ſame Perſon ; and ſometimes the popu- 
Er Wiſhes do even foretel the Reward intended for 
ſome ſuperior Merit. Thus. among ſeveral deſerv- 
ing Perſons, there are v9, whom the publick Vogue 
hath in a peculiar Manner ſingled out, as deſigned 
very ſoon to receive the choiceſt Marks of the Royal 
Favour. One of them to be placed in a very high 
Station, and both to increaſe the Number of our 
Nobility. This, I fay, is the general Conjecture; 
for I pretend to none, nor will be chargeable, if it 
be not fulfilled ; fince it is enough for their Honour, 
that the Nation thinks them worthy of the greateſt 
Rewards. 

Uros this Occaſion I cannot but take Notice, 
that, of all the Hereſies in Politicks profuſely ſcat- 
tered by the Partiſans of the late Adminiſtration, none 
ever diſpleaſed me more, or ſeemed to have more 
dangerous Conſequences to Monarchy, than that per- 
nicious Talent ſo much affected, of diſcovering a 
Contempt for Birth, Family, and ancient Nobility. 
All the threadbare Topicks of Ports and Orators 
were diſplayed, to diſcover to us, that Merit and 
Virtue were the only Nebility; and that the Advan- 
tages of Blood could not make a Knave, or a Foo! ei- 
ther honeſt or wiſe. Moſt popular Commotions ay 
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read of in the Hiſtories of Greece and Rome took their 
Riſe from unjuſt Quarrels to the Nobles ; and, in the 
latter, the Plibeians Encroachments on the Patr:- 
cians were the firſt Cauſe of their Ruin. 

SUPPOSE there be nothing but Opinion in the Dif- 
ference of Blood ; every body knows, that Authority 
is very much founded on Opinion. But ſurely, that 
Difference is not wholly imaginary. The Advan- 
tages of a liberal Education, of chuting the beſt Com- 

ions to converſe with, not being under the Ne- 
ceſſity of practiſing little mean Tricks by a ſcanty 
Allowance, the enlarging of Thought, and acquiring 
the Knowledge of Men and Things by Travel, the 
Example of Anceſtors inciting to great and good A- 
ctions; theſe are uſually ſome of the Opportunities 
that fall in the Way of thoſe who are born of what 
we call the better Families ; and, allowing Genius 
to be equal in them and the Vulgar, the Odds are 
clearly on their Side. Nay, we may obſerve in ſome 
who, by the Appearance of Merit, or Favour or For- 
tune, have riſen to great Stations from an obſcure 
Birth, that they have ftill retained ſome ſordid Vices 
of their Parentage or Education, either inſatiable A- 
varice, Or ignominious Faſſuood and Corruption. 

To ſay the Truth, the great Neglect of Educa- 
tion in ſeveral noble Families, whoſe Sons are ſuf- 
fered to paſs the moſt improveable Seaſons of their 
Youth in Vice and Idlenets, have too much leſſened 
their Reputation: But even this Misfortune we owe, 
among all the reſt, to that Whigg:h Practice of re · 
viling the Univerſities, under the Pretence of their 
inſtilling Pedantry, narrow Principles, and High- 
Church Doctrines. 

I wouLD not be thought to undervalue Merit and 
Virtue, wherever they are to be found; but will 
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allow them capable of the higheſt Dignities in 2 
State, when they are in a very great Degree of Emi- 
nence. A Pearl holds its Value, although it be 
found in a Dunghill; but, however, that is not the 
moſt probable Placeto ſearch for it. Nay, I will go 
farther, and admit, that a Man of Quality without 
Merit, is juſt ſo much the worſe for his Quality; 
which at once ſets his Vices in a more publick View, 
and reproacheth him for them. But, on the other 
Side, f doubt, thoſe, who are always undervaluing 
the Advantages of Birth, and celebrating perſonal 
Merit, have principally an Eye to their own, which 
they are fully ſatisfied with, and which no Body 
will diſpute with them about ; whereas they cannot, 
without Impudence and Folly, pretend to be nobly 
born; becauſe this is a Secret too eaſily diſcovercd : 
For no Mens Parentage is ſo nicely enquired into as 
that of aſſuming Upſtarts, eſpecially when they af- 
fect to make it better than it is, as they often do, or 
behave themſelves with Inſolence. 

Bu r whatever may be the Opinion of others up- 
on this Subject, whoſe philoſophical Scorn for Blood 
and Families reacheth even to thoſe that are Royal, 
or perhaps took its Riſe from a #higg:;h Contempt 
of the latter; I am pleaſed to find zwws ſuch Inſtances 
of extraordinary Merit, as I bave mentioned, joined 
with ancient and honourable Birth ; which, whether 
it be of real or imaginary Value, hath been held in 
Veneration by all wiſe, polite States, both ancient 
and modern. And, as much a Foppery as Men pre- 
tend to think it, nothing is more obſervable in thoſe 
who riſe to great Place or Wealth, from mean Ori- 
ginals, than their mighty Solicitude to convince the 
World, that they are not ſo low as is commonly be- 
lieyed. They are glad to find it made out by ſome 

ſtrained 
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ſtrained Genealogy, that they have a remote Alli- 
ance with better Families. Cromwell himſelf was 
pleaſed with the Impudence of a Flatterer, who un- 
dertook to prove him deſcended from a Branch of 
the Royal Stem. I know a Citixen who adds or al- 
ters a Letter in his Name with every P/umb he ac- 
quires ; he now wants only the Change of a V owel* 
to be allied to a ſovereign Prince in /taly ; and that 
perhaps he may contrive to be done by a Mifake of 
the Graver upon his Tombſtone. 

WHen I am upon this Subject of Nobility, I am 
ſorry for the Occaſion given me to mention the Loſs 
of a Perſon, who was ſo great an Ornament to it, as 
the late Lord Prefident ; who began early :o diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf in the Paublick Serwice, and paſſed 
through the higheſt Employments of State, in the 
moſt difficult Times, with great Abilities and untaint- 
ed Honour. As he was of a good old Age, his Prin- 
ciples of Religion and Loyalty had received no Mix- 
ture from late Inf /:o15, but were inſtilled into him by 
his illuſtrious Father, and other noble Spirits, who had 
expoſed their Lives and Fortunes for the Roya/ Martyr: 

Pulcherrima Preles, 
Magnanimi Heroes nati melieribus annis. 

His firſt great Action was, like £:7þ/5, to defend 
his Father when oppreſſed by Numbers; and his fi- 
lial Piety was not only rewarded with long Life, but 
with a Son, ho, upon the like Occaſion, would have 
ſhewn the ſame Kc ſolution. No Man ever preſerved 
his Dignity better when he was out of Fowcr, nor 
ſhewed morcAfﬀability while he was in. To conclude, 
his Cl. aracter (wluch I do not here pretend to draw) 
is ſuch as his ncareſt Friends may ſafely truſt to the 
moſt impartial Pen; nor wants the leaſt of that Allow - 
ancc which, they ſay, is required for hole x he are dead. 

a fir H. Furneſe. Earl of Rocheſter 
Vor. VII. R THE 
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Thurſday May 17, 1711. 


Qucm cur diſtriugere coner, 
Tutus ab infejiis latronibus ? 


Never let ſlip an Opportunity of endeavouring 

to convince the World, that I am not partial; 
and to confound the idle Reproach of my being 
hired or directed what to write in Defence of the 
preſent Miniſtry, or for detecting the Practices of the 
former. When I firſt undertook this Paper, I firm- 
ly reſolved, that if ever I obſerved any groſs Neg- 
lect, Abuſe, or Corruption in the public Manage- 
ment, which might give any juſt Offence to reaſon- 
able People, I would take notice of it with that in- 
nocent Boldneſs which becometh an honeſt Man, 
and a true Lover of his Country ; at the ſame 
time preſerving the Reſpect due to Perſons fo high- 
ly entrutied by ſo wiſe and excellent a QuEEx. 
I know not how ſuch a Liberty might have been 


reſented; 
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reſented ; but, I thank Go o, there hath been no Oc- 
caſion given me to exerciſe it; for I can ſafely affirm, 
that I have, with the utmoſt Rigour, examined all 
the Actions of the preſent Miniſtry, as far as they 
fall under general Cognizance, without being able 
to accuſe them of one ill or miſtaken Step. Obſerv- 
ing indeed ſome Time ago, that Seeds of Diſſention 
had been plentifully ſcattered from a certain Corner, 
and fearing they began to riſe and ſpread, I imme- 
diately writ a Paper on the Subject, which I treated 
with that Warmth I thought it required; but the 
Prudence of thoſe at the Helm ſoon prevented this 

wing Evil; andat prelent it ſeems likely to have 
no Conſequences. 

I nave had, indeed, for ſome Time, a ſmall Oc- 
caſion of Quarrelling, which [ thought too inconſi- 
derable for a formal Subject of Complaint, though 
I have hinted at it more than once. But it is grown 
at preſent to as great a Height as a Matter of that 
Nature can pothbly bear ; and therefore | conceive 
itt high Lime, that an effectual Stop ſhould be put 
| to it. I have been amazed at the flaming Licentiouſ- 
neſs of ſeveral Weekly Papers, which, for ſome 
Months paſt, have been chiefly employed in bare- 
faced Scurrilities againſt thoſe who are in the great- 
eſt Truſt and Favour with the Quezv, with the 
firſt and laſt Letters of their Names frequently print- 
ed; or ſome Periphraſis deſcribing their Station, 
or other /rnuends”s, contrived too plain to be miſ- 
taken. The Conſequence of which is (and it is na- 
tural it ſhould be ſo) that their long Impunity hath 
| rendered them ſtill more audacious. 

Ar this Time I particularly intend a Paper call- 
ed the Medley, whoſe indefatigable, inceſlant Rail- 
ings againſt me, I never thought convenient to take 

R 2 Notice 
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Notice of, becauſe it would have diverted my De- 
fign, which I intended to be of publick Uſe. Be- 
ſides, I never yet obſerved that Writer, or thoſe 
Writers (for it is every Way a Medley) to argue a- 
gainſt any one material Point or Fact that I had ad- 
vanced, or make one fair Quotation. And aftey 
all, I knew very well how ſoon the World grows 
weary of Controverly. It is plain to me, that three 
or four Hands at leaſt have been joined at Times in 
that worthy Compoſition ; butthe Out-lines, as well 
as the Finiſhing, ſeem to kave been always the 
Work of the ſame Pen, as it is viſible from half a 
ſcore Beauties of Style inſeparable from it. But who 
theſe Medlers are, or where the judicious Leaders 
have picked them up, I ſhall never go about to con- 
jecture: Factious Rancour, falſe Wit, abandoned 
Scurrility, impudent Falſhood, and ſervile Pedantry, 
having ſo many Fathers, and ſo few to own them, 
that Curiofity herſelf would not be at the Pains to 
gueſs. It is the firſt Time [ ever did myſelf the Ho- 
nour to mention that admirable Paper; nor could J 
imagine any Occaſion likely to happen, that would 
make it neceſſary for me to engage with ſuch an Ad- 
verſary. Thi Paper is Weekly publiſhed, and, as 
appears by the Number, hath been ſo for ſeveral 
Months; and is, next to the Os&/erwater, allowed 
to be the beſt Production of that Party. Laſt Week 
my Printer brought me that of May 7, Number 32, 
where there are two Paragraphs relating to the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, and to Mr. Har- 
ley, which, as little as I am inclined to engage with 
ſuch an Antagoniſt, I cannot let paſs without failing 
in my Duty to the Publick : And if thoſe in Power 
will 1uffer ſuch infamous Injinuations to paſs with 

Impu- 
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Impunity, they act without Precedent from any Age, 
or Country of the World. | 
[ defire to open this Matter, and leave the Whigs 
themſelves to determine upon it. The Houſe of 
Commons reſolved, N:mine contradicente, that the 
* Speaker ſhould congratulate Mr. Harl:y's Eſcape and 
Recovery, in the Name of the Houſe, upon his firſt 
Attendance on their Service. 'This is accordingly 
done ; and the Speech, together with the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer's, are printed by Order of the 
Houſe. The Author of the Medley takes this Speech 
to Taſk the very next Week after it is publiſhed; 
telling us, in the aforeſaid Paper, that the Speater's 
commending Mr. Harley for b:ing an Inſtrument of 
great Good to the Nation, was /-choſen Flattery ; 
becauſe Mr. Harley had brought the Nation under 
great Difficulties, to ſay no more. He ſays, that when 
the Speaker tells Mr. Harley, that Providence hath 
wonderfully preſerved him from ſome unparalleled 
Attempts (for that the Medley alludes to) he only re- 
&ives a falſe and groundleſs Calumny upon other Men ; 
which is an Inſtance of impotent, but tnveterate Ma- 
lice, that makes him the Speaker} Hill appear more 
vile and contemptible. This is an Extract from his 
firſt Paragraph. In the next this Writer ſays, That 
the Speaker's praying to GoD for the Continuance of 
Mr. Harley's Life, as aninval/unble Bleſſing, <vas a 
fulſome Piece of Infancerity, which expoſes him to 
Shane and Deriſon; becauſe he is known to bear ill 
Will tz Mr. Harley, to have an extreme bad Opinion 
of him, and ta think him an Obſtructor of thoſe fine 
Mea ſures He would bring about. 
I xow appeal to the Whizs themſelves, whether 
2 great Miniſter of State, in high Favour with the 
QuEEx, and a Speaker of the Houle of Commons, 
R 3 | was 


246 EXAMINER. NO. xxx, 


was ever publickly treated after ſo extraordinary a 
Manner in the molt licentious Times ? For this is 
not a clandeſtine Libel, ſtolen into the World, but 
openly printed and fold, with the Bookſeller's Name 
and lace of Abode at the Bottom. And the Junc- 
ture is admirable, when Mr. Harley is generally be- 
lieved upon the very Point to be made an Ear, and 
promoted to the moſt important Station of the King- 
dom; nay, the very Marks of Eſteem he hath fo 
lately received from the whole repreſentative Body 
of the People, are called ://-choſen Flattery, and a 
fulſome Piece of Infincerity, expoſing the Donors to 
Shame and Deriſion. 

Does this intrepid Writer think he hath ſuffici- 
ently diſguiſed the Matter by that ſtale Artifice of 
altering the Story, and putting it as a ſuppoſed Caſe ? 
Did any Man, who ever {aw the congratulatory 
Speech, read either of thoſe Paragraphs in the 
Medley, without interpreting them juſt as I have 
done ? Will the Author declare, upon his great 
Sincerity, that he never had any ſuch Meaning? Is 
it enough, that a Jury at We:/minfier-Hall would per- 
haps not find him guilty of defaming the Spaker 
and Mr. Harley in that Paper? Which, however, I 
am much in doubt of too; and muſt think the Law 
very defective, if the Reputation of ſuch Perſons 
muſt lie at the Mercy of ſuch Pens. I do not re- 
member to have ſcen any Libel, ſuppoſed to be writ 
with Caution and double Meaning, in order to pre- 
vent Proſecution, delivered under ſo thin a Cover, 
or ſo unartificially made up as this, whether it 
were from an Apprehenſion of his Readers Dul- 
neſs, or an Effect of his own. He hath travicribed 
the very Phraſes of the Sp-akcr, and put them in a 
different Character, for fear they might paſs unob- 

ſerved, 
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ken. I ſhall be pleaſed to ſee him have Recourſe to 
the old Evaſion, and ſay, that I, who make the Ap- 
lication, am chargeable with the Abuſe: Let any 
Reader of either Party be Judge. But I cannot for- 
bear aſſerting, as my Opinion, that for a Miniſtry 
to endure ſuch open Calumny, without calling the 
Author to Account, is next to deſerving it. And this 
isan Omiſſion I venture to 2 upon the preſent 
Miniſtry, who are too apt to deſpiſe little Things, 
which, however, have not always little Conſequences. 
WHenx this Paper was firit undertaken, one De- 
ſign, among others, was to examine ſome of thoſe 
Writings ſo frequently publiſhed with an evil Ten- 
dency, either to Religion or Government; but I was 
long diverted by other Enquiries, which I thought 
more immediately necefiary; to animadvert upon 
Mens Actions, rather than their Speculations ; to 
ſhew the Neceflity there was of cianging the Mini- 
ſtry, that our Conſtitution in Church and State mighe 
be preſerved; to expoſe ſome dangerous Principles 
and Practices under the former Adminiſtration; and 
prove, by many Inſtances, that thoſe who are now 
at the Helm, are entirely in the true Intereſt of 
Prince and People. This, I may madeſtly hope, hath 
in ſome meaſure been already done, tafhcient to an- 
ſwer the End propoſed, which was to inform the Ig- 
norant, and thoſe at Diſtance; and to convince fuch 
as are engaged ina Party from ro other Motive than 
that of Conſcience. I know not whether I ſhall have 
uy Appetite to continue this Work much longer; 
if 1 do, 122 ſome Time may be ſpent in expo- 
ting and overturning the faiſe Reaſonings of thoſe 
who engage their cus on the other Side, wichout lo- 
ing Time in vindicating my ſelf againſt their Scurri- 
R 4 rites, 
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lities, much leſs in retorting them. Of this ſort there 
is a certain humble Companion, a © French Myitre 
des Langucs, who every Month publiſheth an Extract 
from Votes, News-Papers, Speeches, and Proclama. 
tions, larded with ſome inſipid Remarks of his own ; 
which he calls, The Political State of Great Britain. 
This ingenious Piece, he tells us himſelf, is conſtant- 
ly tranſlated into French, and printed in Holland, 
where the Dutch, no doubt, conceive moſt noble 
Sentiments of us conveyed through ſuch a Vehicle. 
It is obſervable in his Account for April, that the Va- 
nity, ſa predaminant in many of his Nation, hath 
made him more concerned for the Honour of Gu 
card, than the Safety of Mr Harley. And, for fear 
we ſhould think the worſe of his Country upon that 
Aſſaſſin's Account, he tells us there have been more 
Murders, Parricides, and Villainies committed in 
England. than any other art of the World. I cannot 
imagine how an illiterate Foreigner, who is neither 
Matter of our Language, nor indeed of common 
Senſe ; and who is devoted to a Faction, I ſuppoie, 
for no other Reaſon, but his having more ig Cu- 
ſtomers than Tori, ſhould take it into his Head to 
write politick Tracts of our Aﬀairs. But, I preſume, 
he builds uponthe Foundation of having been called 
to an Account for his Infolence in one of his former 
Monthly Productions ; which is a Method that ſeldom 
fails of giving ſome Vogue to the fooliſheſt Com pofi- 
tion If ſuch a Work muſt be done, I wiſh ſome tole- 
rable Hund would undertake it; and that we would 
not ſuffer a little whiffling Frenchman to neglect his 
Trade of teaching his Languageto our Children, and 
preſume to inſtruct Foreigners in our Politicks. 


c One A. Beyer. 
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Delia majorum immeritus lues, 
Romane, donec templa refeceris, 


LEdeſque labentes deorum. =— 


8 Letters have been lately ſent me de- 
10 firing I would make honourable Mention of the 
ious Deſign of building fifty Churches in ſeveral 
arts of London and W:/tminfler, where they are moſt 
wanted, occaſioned by an Addreſs of the Convocation 
to the Q EE, and recommended by Her Majeſty 
to the Houſe of Commons; who immediately 
miſed they would enable her to accompliſh fo excel- 
lent a Deſign, and are now * a Bill ac- 
cordingly. I thought to have de — any Notice 
of chis important Affair until the End of this Seſſion; 
at which Time I propoſed to deliver a parti 
Account of the great and uſeful Things already per- 


tormed by this preſent Parliament. But in Com- 
pliance 
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pliance to thoſe who give themſelves the Trouble of 
adviſing me; and partly convinced by the Reaſons 
they offer, I am content to beſtow a Paper upon a 
Subject that indeed ſo well deſerveth it. 

Tus Clergy, and whoever elſe have a true Con- 
cern for the Conſtitution of the Church, cannot but 
be highly pleaſed with one Proſpect in this new 
Scene of publick Affairs. They may very well re- 
member the Time when every Seſſion of Parliament 
was like a Cloud hanging over their Heads ; and, 
if it happened to paſs without burſting into ſome 
Storm upon the Church, we thanked Gop; and 
thought it an happy Eſcape until the next Meeting; 
upon which we reſumed our ſecret Apprehenſions, al- 
though we were not allowed to believe any Dan- 
ger. Things are now altered, the Parliament takes 
the Neceſſities of the Church into Conſideration, re- 
ceives the Propoſals of the Clergy met in Convoca- 
tion, and, amidſt all the Exigencies of a long expen- 

War, and, under the Preſſure of heavy Debts, 
finds a Supply for erecting fifty Edifices for the Ser- 
vice of Gop. And it appears by the Addreſs of the 
Commons to Her Majeſty upon this Occafion (where- 
in they diſcovered a true Spirit of Religion) that 
the applying the Money granted 7 accompliſh (+ 
excellent a Deſign, would, in their Opinion, be the 
moſt effectual Way of carrying on the War; that it 
would (to uſe their own Words) be a Means of draw 
ing down Bleſſings on Her Majeſty's Undertaking:, as 
it adds to the Number of thoſe Places, wwhere the 
Prayers of ber devout and faithful Subjects will be 
duilh offered up to Gon for the Proſperity of her 
Government at Home, and the Sncci/s of ber Arms 
Abracd. 
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I am ſometimes hoping, that we are not natural- 
ly ſo bad a People as we have appeared for ſome 
Years paſt. Faction, in order to ſupport itſelf, is 
nerally forced to make uſe of ſuch abominable In- 
ſtruments, that, as long as it 2 the Genius of 
a Nation is over-prefled, and cannot appear to ex- 
ert itſelf ; but when that is broke and ſuppreſſed, 
when Things return to the old Courſe, Mankind 
will naturally fall to a& from Principles of Reaſon 
and Religion. The Roman, upon a great Victory, 
or Eſcape from publick Danger, frequently built a 
Temple in Honour of ſome God, to whole peculiar 
Favour they imputed their Succeſs or Delivery : 
And ſometimes the General did the like, at his own 
Expence, to acquit himſelf of ſome pious Vow he had 
made. How little of any thing reſembling this 


hath been done by us after all our Victories! And 


perhaps for that Reaſon, among others, they have 
turned to fo little Account. But what could we 
expect? We acted all along as if we believed no- 
thing of a Gop, or his Providence; and therefore 
it was conſiſtent to offer up our Edifices only to 
theſe, whom we looked upon as Givers of all Victory 
in his ſtead. 

I have computed that fifty Churches may be built, 
by a Medium, at fix thouſand Pounds for a Church, 
which is ſomewhat «:-4er the Price of a Subjects Pa- 
lace ; yet, perhaps, the Care of above two hundred 
thouſand Souls, with the Benefit of their Prayers for 
the Proſperity of their Que:zx and Country, may 
be almoſt put in the Balance with the domeſtick 
Convenience, or even Magnificence, of any Subject 
whatſoever. 

Sir Villiam Petty, who, under the Name of 
Captain Gran, publiſhed fome Obſervations upon 
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Bills of Mortality about five Years after the Naffora- 
tion, tells us the Pariſhes in Landon were, even then, 
fo unequally divided, that ſome were two hundred 
times larger than others. Since that Time the In- 
creaſe of Trade, the Frequency of Parliaments, the 
Deſire of living in the Metropolis, together with that 
Genius for building, which began after the Fire, and 
hath ever ſince continued, have prodigiouſly enlarg. 
ed this Town on all Sides, where it was capable of 
Increaſe ; and thoſe Tracts of Land built into Streets, 
have generally continued of the ſame Pariſh they be- 
longed to while they lay in Fields; ſo that the Care 
of above Thirty thouſand Souls hath been ſome- 
times committed to one Miniſter, whoſe Church 
would hardly contain the twentieth Part of his Flock. 
Neither, I think, was any Family in thoſe Pariſhes 
obliged to pay above a Groat a Year to their ſpiri- 
tual Paſtor. Some few of thoſe Pariſhes have been 
fince divided, in others were erected Chapels of 
Eaſe, where a Preacher is maintained by general 
Contribution, Such poor Shifts and Expedients, to 
the infinite Shame and Scandal of ſo vaſt and flou- 
riſhing a City, have been thought ſufficient for the 
Service of God and Religion, as if they were Cir- 
cumſtances wholly indifferent. 

This Defe&, among other Conſequences of it, 
hath made Schi/m a ſort of neceſſary Evil; there be- 
ing at leaſt three hundred thouſand Inhabitants in 
this Town whom the Churches would not be ableto 
contain, if the People were ever ſo well diſpoſed : 
And in a City not overitocked with Zeal, the only 
Way to preſerve any Degree of Religion, is to make 
all Attendance upon the Duties of it as eaſy and 
cheap as poſſible; whereas, on the contrary, in the 


larger Pariſhes the Prefs is fo great, and the Pew- 
| keepers 
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keepers Tax ſo exorbitant, that thoſe who love to 
fave Trouble and Money, either ftay at home, or 
retire to the Conventicles. . _ are few 
Examples, in Chriflian Country, of fo great a 
Neglect for Religion — the Diſſenting Teachers 
have made their Advantages largely by it, Lars 
Tares among the Wheat _ _ Aept, _— 
expert at procuring Contributions, w is 2 
Trade they are bred > in, than Men of a liberal 
Education. 
Ax d, to ſay the Truth, the Way practiſed by ſe- 
veral Pariſhes in and about this Town, of maintain- 
ing their Clergy by voluntary Subſcriptions, is not 
only an Indignity to the Character, but hath many 
pernicious Conſequences attending it ; ſuch a preca- 


tious Dependance ſubjecting a Clergyman, who hath 


not more than ordinary Spirit and Reſolution, to ma- 
ny Inconveniencies, which are obvious to imagine; 
but this Defect will, no doubt, be remedied by the 
Wiſdom and Piety of the ent Parliament; and 
a Tax laid upon every Houſe in a Pariſh, for the Sup- 
port of their Paſtor. Neither indeed can it be con- 
ceived, why a Houſe, whoſe Purchafe is not reckon- 
ed above one third leſs than Land of the ſame year- 
ly Rent, would not pay a twentieth Part ann 

(which is half Tythe) to the Support of the Mini- 
ſter. One thing I could wiſh, that, in fixing the 
Maintenance to the ſeveral Miniſters in theſe new 
intended Pariſhes, no determinate Sum of Money 
may be named, which, m all Perpetuities, ought by 
any Means to be avoided, but rather a Tax in pro- 
portion to the Rent of each Houſe, although it be 
but a twentieth, or even a thirtieth Part. The con- 
trary of this, I am told, was done in ſeveral Pariſhes 
of the City after the Fire, where the Incumbent, 
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and his Succeſſors, were to receive for ever a certain 
Sum ; for Example, one or two hundred Pounds a 
Year. But the Lawgivers did not conſider, that 
what we call at preſent one hundred Pounds, will not, 
in Proceſs of Time, have the intrinſick Value of 
twenty ; as twenty Pounds now are hardly equal to 
forty Shillings three hundred Years ago. Thereare 
a thouſand Inſtances of this all over England, in re- 
ſerved Rents applied to Hoſpitals, in old Chiefries, 
and even among the Clergy themſelves, in thoſe 
Payments, which I think, they call a Modus. 
As no Prince had ever better Diſpoſitions than 
Her preſent Majeſty, for the Advancement of true 
Religion; ſo there never was any Age that produced 
—— Occaſions to employ them on. It is an un- 
peakable Misfortune, any Deſigns of ſo excel- 
lent a QUezx ſhould be checked by the Neceſſi- 
ties of a long and ruinous War, which the Folly or 
Corruption of modern Politicians have involved us in, 
againſt all the Maxims whereby our Country flou- 
riſhed ſo many hundred Years: Elſe Her Majeſty's 
Care of Religion would certainly have reached even 
to her American Plantations. Thoſe noble Countries 
ſtocked by Numbers from hence, whereof too many 
are in no very great Reputation for Faith or Morals, 
will be a perperual Reproach to us, until ſome better 
Care be taken for cultivating Chriſtianity among 
them. If the Governors of thoſe ſeveral Colonies 
were obliged, at certain Times, to tranſmit an exact 
Repreſentation of the State of Religion in their ſe- 
veral Diſtricts, and the Legiſlature here would, in a 
Time of Leiſure, take that Affair under their Conſi- 
deration, it might be perfected with little Difaculty, 
and be a great Addition to the Glories of Her Ma- 


jeſty's Reign. "a 
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Burr, to wave further Speculations upon ſo remote 
a Scene, while we have Subjects enough to employ 
them on at home: It is to be hoped _— — will 
not let flip any proper Opportunity of improvi 
the pious Difpaſtions of the QE and Kin — 
for the Advantage of the Church; when, by the 
Example of Times paſt, they conſider how rarely 
ſuch Conjunctures are like to happen. What if 
ſome Method were thought on towards repairing of 
Churches ; for which there is like to be too frequent 
Occafion ; thoſe ancient Got hict Structures, through- 
out this Kingdom, going every Year todecay. That 
Expedient of repairing or rebuilding them by chari- 
table Collections, ſeems, in my Opinion, not v 
ſuitable either to the Dignity and Uſefulneſs of the 
Work, or to the Honour of our Country, fince it 
might be ſo eaſily done with very little Charge to 
the Publick, in a much more decent and honourable 
Manner, while Parliaments are ſo frequently called. 
But theſe, and other Regulations, muſt be left to a 
Lime of Peace, which I ſhall humbly preſume to 
| wiſh may ſoon be our Share, however offenfive it 


may be to any, either Abroad or at Home, who are 
Cainers by the War. 
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Scilicet, at paſſis curve dignaſcere rectum. 


| © broke been forced in my Papers to uſe tho 
Cant-words of Jig and Tory, which have fo 
often varied their Significations for twenty Years paſt ; 
I think it neceſſary to ſay ſomething of the ſeveral 
Changes thoſe two Terms have undergone ſince 
that Period; and then to tell the Reader what I 
have always underſtood by each of them ſince I un- 
dertook this Work. I reckon that theſe Sorts of con- 
ceited Appellations are uſually invented by the Vul- 
gar; who, not troubling themſelves to examine 
thoroughly the Merits of a Cauſe, are conſequently the 
moſt violent Partiſans of what they etpouic, and in 
their Quarre u{u2!ly proceed to their beloved Argu- 
ment of calm until at HEngth they light upon 
One which is i re to thick: and. in 1 me, EACH Par- 
ty grows proud of tat Appellation with their Ad- 

veria. ies 
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verſaries at firſt intended for a Reproach. Of this 
kind were the Praſini and Yeneti, the Guelf5 and 
Gibelines, Huguenots and Papi, Round-beads ind 
Cavaliers, with many others of ancient and modern 
Date. Among us of late there ſeems to have been a 
Barrenneſs of Invention in this Point ; the Words, 
Whig and Tory, although they be not much above 
thirty Years old, having been preſſed to the Service 
of many Succeſſions of Parties, with very different 
Ideas faſtened to them. This Diſtinction, I think, 
began towards the latter Part of King Charles the 
Second's Reign, was dropt during that of his Suc- 
ceſſor, and then revived at the Revolution s ſince 
which it hath perpetually flouriſhed, although appli 
ed to very different kinds of Principles and go ot 
In that Convention of Lords and Commons, ſome 
of both Houſes were for a Regency to the Prince of 
Orange, with a Reſervation of Style and Title to the 
abſent King, which ſhould be made uſe of in all 
publick Acts: Others, when they were brought to 
allow the Throne vacant, thought the Succeſſion 
ſhould immediately go tothe next Heir, according 
to the fandamental Laws of the Kingdom; as if the 
laſt King were actually dead. And, although the 
Diſſenting Lords (in whoſe Houſe the chief Oppoſi - 
tion was) did at laft yield both thoſe Points, reok 
the Oaths to the new King, and many of them Em- 
ployments ; yet they were looked upon with an 
evil Eye by the warm Zealots of the other Side 
neither did the Coutt ever heartily favour any of 
them, although ſome of them were the moſt emi- 
nent for Abilities and V irtue, and ſerved that Prince, 
both in his Councils and the Army, with untaint- 
ed Faith. It was apprehended at the ſame Time, 
and perhaps it might have been true; that many of 
Vor. VII. 8 the 
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the Clergy would have been better pleaſed with that 
Scheme of a Regency, or at leaſt an uninterrupted li- 
neal Succeſſion, for the Sake of thoſe whole Con- 
ſciences were truly ſcrupulous ; and they thought 
there were ſome Circumſtances in the Caſe of the 
deprived Biſhops, that looked a little hard, or at 
leaſt deſerved Commiſeration. 

Turks, and other the like Reflections, did, as I 
conceive, revive the Denominations of Whig and 


Tory. 

g = Time after the Revolution the Diſtinction 
of High and Low Church came in, which was raiſ- 
ed by the Diſſenters in order to break the Church 
Party, by dividing the Members into High and Lox ; 
and the Opinion raiſed, that the High joined with 
the Papiſts, inclined the Low to fall in with the D/ 
fenters. 


AND here I ſhall take Leave to 


ſome 
Principles, which, in the ſeveral Periods of the late 


Reign, ſerved to denote a Man of one or t'other 
Party. To be againſt a Standing Army in Time 
of Peace was all High-Church, Tory, and Tantiny ; 
to differ from a Majority of Biſhops was the ſame. 
To raiſe the Prerogative above Law for ſerving z 
Turn, was Low-Church and Whig. The Opinion 
of the Majority in the Houſe of Commons, eſpeci- 
ally of the Country Party or Landed Intereſt, was 
High-flying and rank Tory. To exalt the King's 
Supremacy beyond all Precedent, was Low-Church, 
Whiggiſh, and Moderate. To make the leaſt Doubt 
of the pretended Prince's being ſuppoſititious, and a 
Tiler's Son, was, in their Phraſe, Top and Top-gallant, 
and perfr& Jacobitiſm. To reſume the mott cxor- 
bitant Grants that were ever given to a Set of pro- 
fügate Favourites, and apply them to the Publick, 

Was 
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was the very Quinteſſence of Toryi/m ; notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe Ae. were known to be acquired by ſa- 
cnting the Honour and the Wealth of England. 

In moſt of theſe Principles the two Parties ſeem 
to have ſhifted Opinions fince their Inſtitution under 
King Charles the Second; and indeed to have gone 
very different from what was expected from each, 
even at the Time of the Revolution. But, as to that 
concerning the Pretender, the Whigs have ſo far re- 
nounced it, that they are grown the great Advocates 
for his Legitimacy : Which gives me the Opportu- 
nity of vindicating a noble Duke, who was accuſed 
of a Blunder in the Houſe, when, upon a certain 
Lord's mentioning the Pretended Prince, his Grace 
told the Lords: He muſt be plain with them, and call 
that Perſon, not the Pretended Prince, but the Pre- 
tended Impojior: Which was ſo far from a Blunder in 
that polite Lord, as his IIl-willers give out, that it 
was only a refined Way of delivering the avowed 
Sentiments of his whole Party. 

Bur to return: This was the State of Principles 
when the Que txn came tothe Crown; ſome time af- 
ter which; it pleaſed certain great Perſons, who had 
been all their Lives in the Altitude of Tory Profeſſi - 
on, to enter into a Treaty with the Whigs, from 
whom they could get no better Terms than from their 
old Friends, who began to be reſty, and would not 
allow Monopolies of Power and Favour, nor conſent 
to carry on the War intirely at the Expence of this 
Nation, that they might have Penſions from abroad; 
while another People, more immediately concerned 
in the War, traded with the Enemy as in Times 
Peace; whereas the other Party, whoſe Caſe ap- 
peared then as deſperate, was ready to yield to any 
Conditions that would bring them into Play. . 
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died ſome Vears ſooner, 
( — — Check in their Career) it is 
dreadful to think how far they might have proceeded 


Sime that Time the Bulk of the Vbigs appear- 
ed rather to be linked to a certain Set of Perſons, 
than any certain Set of Principles; ſo that if I were 
to define a Member of that Party, I ſhould ſay, he 
was one who believed in the late _— . And there- 
fore whatever I have affirmed of bees in any of 
theſe Papers, or objected againſt them, ought to be 
underſtood either of thoſe, who were Partiſans of the 
late Men in Power, and privy to their Deſigns, or 
ſuch who joined with them from a Hatred to our 
Monarchy and Church, as Unbelievers and Diſſen- 
ters of all Sizes; or Men in Office, who had 
guilty of much Corruption, and dreaded a Change, 
which would not only put a Stop to further Ab- 
uſes for the future; but might perhaps introduce 
Examinations of what was paſt ; or thoſe who had 
been too highly obliged, to quit their Supporters with 
any common ency ; or,laſtly, the Money Traders, 
who would never hope to make their Market ſo well 
of Premiums, and exorbitant Intereſt, and high Re- 
mittances under any other Adminiſtration. 

Un ER theſe Heads may be reduced the whole 
Body of thoſe whom I have all along underſtood for 
Whigs ; for I do not include within this Number 
any of thoſe, who have been miſted by Ignorance, or 
ſeduced by plauſible Pretences, to think better of 
that ſort of Men than they deſerve, and to apprehend 


mig 
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j Dangers from their Diſgrace ; becauſe, I 
— the greateſt Part of ſuch well-meaning Peo- 
ple are now thoroughly converted. 

Ax p indeed it muſt — na two fan- 
taſtick Names of Whig an ve at preſent 
Od — which were at firk 
thought to diſtinguiſh - Whoever formerly 
profeſſed himſelf to the Revolution, to be a- 

inſt the Pretender, to juſtify the Succeſſion in the 
Hou of Hanover, to think the Britiſb Monarchy 
not abſolute, butlimited by Laws, which the execu- 
tive Power could not diſpenſe with, and to allow an 
Indulgence to ſcrupulous Conſciences ; ſuch a Man 
was content to be called a Whig. On the other Side, 
whoever aſſerted the Que e v's 1— Right, that 
the Perſons of Princes were ſacred, their lawful Au- 
4 to be reſiſted on any Pretence; nor even 
their Uſurpations, without the moſt extreme Ne- 
ceſſity; that Breaches in the Succeſſion were highly 
dangerous; that Schiſin was a great Evil, both in 
itſelf and its Conſequences ; that the Ruin of the 
Church would probably be attended with that of the 
State; that no Power ſhould be truſted with thoſe 
who are not of the eſtabliſhed Religion, ſuch a Man 
was uſually called a Tory. Now, although the Opi- 
nions of both theſe are very conſiſtent, and I really 
think are maintained at preſent by a great Majority 
of the Kingdom ; yet according as Men apprehend 
the Danger greater, cither from the Pretender and 
his Party, or from the Violence and Cunning of 
other Enemies to the Conſtitution ; ſo their common 
Diſcourſes and Reaſonings turn either to the firſt or 
ſecond Set of theſe Opinions I have mentioned, and 
they are conſequently ſtyled either Whigs or Tories. 
Which is as if two Brothers apprehended their Houſe 
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would be ſet upon, but diſagreed about the Place 
from whencethey thought the Robbers would come, 
and therefore would go on different Sides to defend 
it; they muſt needs weaken and expoſe themſelves by 
ſuch a Separation; and ſo did we, only our Caſe was 
worſe; for, in order to keep off a weak, remote Ene- 
my, from whom we could not ſuddenly apprehend 
any Danger, we took a nearer and a flronger one into 
the Houſe. I make no Compariſon at all between 
the two Enemies; Popery and Slavery are, without 
doubt, the greateſt and moſt dreadful of any ; but 
I may venture to affirm, that the Fears of theſe 
have not, at leaſt ſince the Rewolution, been ſo cloſe 
and preſſing upon us as that from another Faction; 
excepting only one ſhort Period, when the Leaders 
of that very Faction invited the abdicating King to 
return ; of which I have formerly taken Notice. 

Havixs thus declared what fort of Perſons I have 
always meant, under the Denomination of Whigs, it 
will be eaſy to ſhew whom I underſtand by Tories, 
Such whoſe Principles in Church and State are what 
I have above related; whoſe Actions are derived 
from thence, and who have no Attachment to any 
Set of Miniſters, further than as they are Friends to 
the Conſtitution in all its Parts; but will do their ut- 
moſt to ſave their Prince and Country, whoever be 
at the Helm. | | 

By theſe Deſcriptions of Whig and Tory, I am 
ſenſible thoſe Names are given to ſeveral Perſons ve- 
ry undeſervedly ; and that many a Man is called by 
one or the other, who has not the leatt Title to the 
Blame or Praiſe I have beſtowed on each of them 
throughout my Papers. we, 
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Magna vis eft, magnum nomen, unum & idem ſentien- 
tis Senatus. 


HOEVER calls to mind the Clamour and 
the Calumny, the artificial Fears and Jea- 
loufies, the ſhameful Miſreprefentation of Perſons 
and of Things, that were raiſed and ſpread by the 
Leaders and Inſtruments of a certain Party, upon 
the Change of the late Miniſtry, and Diſſolution of 
Parliament; if he be a true Lover of his Country, 
muſt feel a mighty Pleaſure, although mixed with 
ſome Indignation, to ſee the Wiſhes, the Conjectures 
the Endeavours of an inveterate Faction intirely diſ- 
appointed ; and this important Period wholly 

in reſtoring the Prerogative to the Prince, and Liber- 
ty to the Subject; in reforming paſt Abuſes, prevent- 
ing future, ſupplying old Deficiencies, providing for 
Debts, reſtoring the Clergy to their Rights, and 
taking Care of the Neceſſities of the Church; hy” 
84 
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all this unattended with any of thoſe Misfortunes 
which ſome Men hoped for, while they pretended to 


ar. 

For my own Part, I muſt confeſs, the Difficulties 
ſo great to me, from ſuch a Noiſe and 
Shew of Oppoſition, that I thought nothing but the 
abſolute Necaſſity of Affairs could ever juſtify ſodar- 
ge Attempt. But a wiſe and good Prince, at the 
cad of an able Miniſtry, and of a Senate freely 
choſen, all united to purſue the true Intereſt of their 
Country, is a Power, againſt which the little inferior 
Politicks of any Faction will be able to make no 
long Reſiſtance. To this we may add one additional 
Strength, which, in the Opinion of our Adverſaries, 
1s the and juſteſt of any; I mean the Yox Po- 
puli, ſo indiſputably declarative on the ſame Side. I 
am apt to believe, when theſe diſcarded Politicians 
begin ſeriouſly to conſfifer all this, they will think it 
to give out, and reſerve their Wiſdom for 

h more convenient Juncture. 
| Ir is pleafant enough to obſerve, that thoſe who 
were the chief Inſtruments of raiſing the Noiſe,who 
ſtarted Fears, beſpoke Dangers, and formed ominous 
Prognoſticks, in order to ſcare the Allies, to ſpirit 
the French, and fright ignorant People at home ; 
made Uſe of thoſe very Opinions themſelves had 
broached, for Arguments to prove, that the Change 
of Miniſters was dangerous and unſeaſonable. But 
if a Houſe be fewepr, the more Occaſion there is for 
ſuch a Work, the more Duft it will raiſe ; if it be 
going to Ruin, the Repairs, however neceſſary, will 
make a Noiſe, and difturb the Neighbourhood a while. 
And asto the Rejoicings made in France, if it be 
true that they had any, upon the News of thoſe Al- 
terations among us z their Joy was grounded ** 
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the ſame 8 of the Fhigs, who com- 
forted t ves, that the Change of Miniſtry and 
Parliament, would infallibly put us all into Confu- 
fion, increaſe our Diviſions, and deſtroy our Credit; 
wherein, I ſuppoſe, by this Time they are equally 
undeceived. 

Bor this long Seſſion being in a Manner ended, 
which ſeveral Circumſtances, and one Accident, alto- 
gether unforeſeen, have drawn out beyond the uſual 

ime; it may be ſome ſmall Piece of Juſtice to ſo 
excellent an Aſſembly, barely to mention a few of 
thoſe great Things they have done for the Service of 
their Qu xn and Country, which I ſhall take notice 
of juſt as they come to my Memory. 

Tux Credit of the Nation began mightily to ſuf- 
fer by a Diſcount upon Exchequer Bills, which have 
been generally reckoned the ſureſt and moſt ſacred of 
all Securities. The preſent Lord Treaſurer, then a 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, propoſed a Me- 
thod, which was immediately complied with, of 
raiſing them to a Par with Specie ; and ſo they have 
ever fince continued. 

Tas Briti/hColonies of Newis and Se. Chriſtopher's 
had been miſerably plundered by the French, their 
Houſes burnt, their Plantations deſtroyed, and many 
of the Inhabitants carried away Priſoners ; they had 
often, for ſome Years paſt, applied in vain for Re- 
lief from hence; until the preſent Parliament, con- 
ſidering their Condition as a Caſe of Juſtice and 
Mercy, voted them One hundred thouſand Pounds, 
by way of Recompence, in ſome manner, for their 
Sufferings. 

Som E Perſons, whom the Voice of the Nation 
authorizeth me to call her Enemics, taking Advan- 
tage of the general Naturalization Act, had invited 

over 
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over a great Number of Foreigners of all Religions, 
under the Name of Palatines, who underſtood no 
Trade or Handicraft ; yet rather choſe to beg than 
labour, who, beſides infeſting our Streets, bred con- 
tagious Diſeaſes, by which we loſt in Natives thrice 
the Number of what we gained in Foreigners. The 
Houſe of Commons, as a Remedy againſt this Evil, 
brought in a Bill for repealing that Act of General Na- 
turalization ; which, to the Surprize of molt People, 
was rejected by the Lords. And, upon this Occafi- 
on, I muſt allow myſelf to have been juſtly rebuked 
by one of my Weekly Monitors, for pretending, in 
a former Paper, to hope that Law would be repealed; 
wherein the Commons, being diſappointed, took care, 
however, to ſend many of the Palatines away, and 


to repreſent their being invited over as a pernicious | 


Counſel. 

Tu 2ualification-Bill, incapacitating all Men to 
ſerve in Parliament who have not ſome Eſtate in 
Land, either in Poſſeſſion or certain Reverſion, is, 
perhaps, the greateſt Security that ever was contriv- 
ed for preſerving the Conſtitution, which otherwiſe 
might, in a little Time, lie wholly at the Mercy of 
the Money'd Intereſt. And fince much the greateſt 
Part of the Taxes is paid, either immediately from 
Land, or from its Productions, it is but common 
Juſtice, that thoſe, who are the Proprietors, ſhould 
appoint what Portion of it ought to go to the Sup- 
= of the Publick; otherwiſe the Engroſſers of 

oney would be apt to lay heavy Loads on others, 
which themſelves never touch with one of their Fin- 


gers. 
Tu x publick Debts were ſo prodigiouſly increaſed, 
by the Negligence and Corruption of thoſe who had 
Managers of the Revenue, that the late Mi- 
niſters, 
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niſters, like careleſs Men who run out their Fortunes, 
were ſo far from any Thoughts of Payment, that 
they had not the Courage to ſtate or compute 
them. The Parliament found that thirty-five Mil- 
lions had never been accounted for ; and that the 
Debt on the Navy, wholly unprovided for, amount- 
ed to nine Millions. The late Chancellor of the 
E 8 wt w7 2 og Genius = 
blick irs, pro a Fund to be Security 
— immenſe Debt, which is now confirmed by a 
Law, and is likely to prove the greateſt Reſtoration 
and Eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom's Credit. Not 
content with this, the Legiſlature hath appointed 
Commiſſioners of Accompts to inſpect into paſt Miſ- 
managements of the publick Money, and prevent 
them tor the future. 

I have, in a former Paper, mentioned the Act for 
building fifty new Churches in London and Weſtmin- 
ſter, with a Fund appropriated for that pious and 
noble Work. But while J am mentioning Acts of 
Piety, it would be unjuſt to conceal my Lord High- 
Treaſurer's Concern for Religion, which hath ex- 
tended even to another Kingdom : His Lordſhip 
having, ſome Months ago, obtained of Her Majeſty 
the Firſt Fruits and Tenths to the Clergy of reland, 
as he is known to have already done to that Reverend 
Body here. 

THE Act for carrying on a Trade to the South- 
Sea, propoſed by the tame great Perſon, whoſe 
Thoughts are perpetually employed, and ever with 
Succeis, on the Good ot his Country, will, in all 
Probability, if duly executed, be of mighty Advan- 
tage to the Kingdom, and an everlaiting Honour to 
the preſent Parliament. 


2 Earl of Mer d. 
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*. 7 7 go on further, as mention that ſeaſona- 
w againſt exceflive Gaming; the putting a 
— the dll ous Fraud of falſe M - 7 

G the diligent made 
the Commons into om —_—_ = 
produce many Inſtances — in 
iding controverted Snag — Exam- 
ple, great Provocations to retaliate. I might 
ſhew their chearful Readineſs in granting ſuch vaſt 
Supplies ; their Unanimity, not to be broken 
by all the Arts of a malicious and cunning Faction; 
their unfeigned Duty to the Quzex ; and, laſtly, 
that Repreſentation made to Her Majeſty from the 
Houſe of Commons, diſcovering ſuch a Spirit and 
Di tion in that noble Aſſembly, to 4 all thoſe 
Evils which a long Mal-Adminiſtration had brought 
us. 
* is probable, that, truſting only to my Memo- 
ry, I may have omitted many Things of great Im- 
portance; neither do I pretend further, in — 
paſs of this Paper, than to give the World ſome ge 
neral, however imperfe& Idea, how worthily 
great Aſſembly hath diſcharged the Truſt of thoſe 
who ſo freely choſe them; and what we may rea- 
ſonably hope ng expect from the Piety, Courage, 
Wiſdom, = Loyalty of ſuch excellent Patriots, in a 
Time ſo fruitful of Occaſions to exert the greateſt 
Abilities. 
| And now I conceive the main Deſign I had in 
writing theſe Papers is fully executed. A great Ma- 
jority of the Nation 1s at length thoroughly con- 
vinced, that the Que ex proceeded with the high- 
eſt Wiſdom, in changing her Miniſtry and Parha- 
ment; that, under a former Adminiſtration, the 
greateſt Abuſes of all Kinds were committed, * 
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the moſt dan againſt the Conſtitu- 
tion for \ ome Time — The The whole Kingdom 
finds the preſent Perſons in Power dire&ly and open- 
ly purſuing the true Service of their QUzzx and 
Country; and to be ſuch, whom their moſt bitter Ene- 
mies cannot tax with Bribery, Covetouſneſs, Ambi- 
tion, Pride, Inſolence, or any pernicious Principles 
in Religion or Government. 

Fox my own Particular, thoſe little barking Curs, 
which have ſo conſtantly purſued me, I take to be 
ae — uence to what I have writ, than 

the ſcoffing Slaves of old, ed behind the Chariot, 
to put the General in of his Mortality ; which 
was but a Thing of NE made no Stop or Diſ- 
turbance in the Show. However, if thoſe perpetual 
Snarlers againſt me had the ſame Deſign, I mutt own 
they have effectually compaſſed it; ſince nothing can 
be more mortify ing than to reflect, that I am of the 
ſame Species with Creatures capable of uttering ſo 
much Scurrility, Dulneſs, Falſhood,and Impertinence, 
to the Scandal and Diſgrace of human Nature. 
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Melius non tangere clamo. 


HEN a General hath conquered an Army, 

and reduced a Country to Obedience, he of- 

ten finds it neceſſary to ſend out ſmall Bodies, in or- 
der to take in petty Caſtles and Forts, and beat lit- 
tle, ſtraggling Parties, which are otherwiſe apt to 
make head, and infeſt the Neighbourhood. This 
Caſe exactly reſembles mine: I count the main Body 
of the Whigs entirely ſubdued, at leaſt, until they ap- 
ear with new Reinforcements, I ſhall reckon them 
as ſuch ; and therefore do now find myſelf at Lei- 
ſure to examine inferior Abuſes. The Buſineſs I have 
left, is to fall on thoſe Wretches, who would ſtill be 
keeping the War on Foot when they have no Coun- 
try to defend, no Forces to bring into the Field, 
nor any Thing remaining but their bare good Will 
3 towards 
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towards Faction and Miſchief: T mean, the preſent 
Set of Writers whom 1122 ſuffered, without Mo- 
leſtation, ſo long to infeſt the Town. If there were 
not a Concurrence from Prejudice, Party, weak Un- 
derſtanding, and Miſrepreſentation, I ſhould think 
them too inconſiderable in themielves to deſerve 
Correction: But, as my Endeavour hath been to ex- 
poſe the groſs Impoſitions of the fallen Party, I will 
give a Taſte, in the N Petition, of the Sin- 
cerity of their Factors, to ſhew how little thoſe 
Writers for the Vhigs were guided by Conſcience or 
Honour ; their Buſineſs being only to gratify a pre- 
vailing Intereſt. 


To the Right Honourable the preſent Miniſtry, the 
humble Petition of the Party -Writers to the late 


Miniſtry 


Humbly Sheweth, 


HAT your Petitioners have ſerved their Time 

to the Trade of abriting Pamphlets and Week- 
iy Papers in Defence of the Whigs, againſt the 
Church of England, the Chriſlian Religion, Hir 
Mojefty's Preregative and her Title to the Crown: 
That, fince the late Change of Miniſtry, and Meeting 
of this Parliament, the ſaid Trad: is mightily fallen 
off, and the Call for the ſaid Pamphlets and Papers 
much leſs than formerly; and it is fcarcdy to cur fur- 
ther Prejudice, that the Examiner may diſcontinue 
auriting 3 whereby ſame of your Petitizncrs, will be 
breught to utter Diſlreſs ; ferajmuch as through falſe 
Quotations, noted Abſurdities, and other ligad Abujcs, 
many of your Petitioners, to their great Comfort and 
Support, were enabled to pick ap a Heibi, Subjiſtance 
out of the /aid Examiner, | 


That. 


2% EXAMINER. N. ift. 
That your ſaid poor Petitioners did humbly offer uur 
Honours to write in Defence 7 the late Change of 
Miniftry and Parliament much cheaper than they did 
for your Predeceſſors ; which your Honours were pleaſed 
to refuſe. | 
— which Offer, your Petitioners are 
under daily Apprebenſion, that your Honours will for- 
bid them to follow the ſaid Trade any longer; by which 
Petitioners, to the Number of Four Score, wwith 
their Wiwes and Families, will inevitably ſtar ve; haw- 
ing been bound to no other Calling. 


You Petitioners defire your Honours will tender- 
ly confider the Premiſſes, and ſuffer your ſaid 
etitioners to continue their Trade (thoſe who ſet 
them at Work, being ſtill willing to em 
them, although at lower Rates) and your ſaid 
Petitioners will give Security to make uſe of the 
ſame Stuff, and dreſs it in the ſame Manner, as 
they always did, and no other. 


And your Petitioners, &C. 


IT is a certain Sign, that a Man is in the right, 
when he raiſeth all the Scriblers againſt him: I have 
ſometimes had it in my Head, to write a particular 
Hiſtory of Abuſes and Corruptions. As I find my- 
{elf at Leiſure this Summer, I ſhall purſue the De- 
ſign; where, beſides enumerating the groſs Defect, 
not only of Duty and Reſpect to che moit ious 
Queen that ever reigned, I propoſe to ſhew in 
every Article, how wrong all Things were managed 
under the late Miniſtry, how right they are now, 
and according to the Conſtitution, Such a Hiſtory 
would be the beſt Means, not only to expoſe the 

principal 
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princi Actors, but the weekly Hirelings, who toil 
in ra Defence ; who are ſo notoriouſly difingenu- 
ous, ſo diftant from Matter of Fact, ſo ſhort of 
that Spirit and Entertainment which too often min- 
le with ſuch Pens as dip only in Falfities ; that, if 
were to rake into their icular Abſurdities (an 
Attempt which they are ſecured from by their ex- 
ceſſive Dulneſs) I ſhould have Reaſon to look upon 
my Sufferings little ſhort of the Merit of that Ro- 
man, who, by leaping into a bottomleſs Gulph, ſa- 
crificed his Life to preſerve his Country. 
1 xv been often wondering how it comes to 
paſs, that the late Men in Power ſhould be ſo ill 
provided with Writers: conſidering at what full Lei- 
{ure the Heads and Leaders of them are, and I hope 
will ever be, they might certainly have made a wi- 
ſer and more judicious Collection. If, as ſome ima- 
zine, their own Hands have dipt in Ink, and that 
they themſelves have a Share in dreſſing up the Mea- 
ley and Obſerwator, it is a plain Diſcovery, that 
their Speculations are as mean and low as their Prac- 
tices ; for, how can we conceive that the Politeneſs 
and ſound Judgment of oze, ſhould never deſcend 
to Billingſgate, Pedantry, and Nonſenſe ? Or that a 
ſecond, who owes his Reputation or Wit to his Neigh- 
bours, ſhould every Day make his Court officiouſly 
to a certain great Miniſter, and yet once a Week ſo 
clumfily abuſe him in his Writings? When I con- 
der the factious Spirit (if any Spirit they have) of 
theſe Papers, 1 can hardly look for the Author of 
them in one, who, by what means ſoever better con- 
rinced, had once ſo much of that fort of Loyalty as 
to proteſs himſelf a Nonjrror. 
Wir humble Submiſſion to worſe Judgments, I 
muſt determine that the Author of the Medley is a 
Wii * Dunce 
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Dunce out of his Element, ing to iatermeddle 
with Raillery and Irony, wherein he hath no manner 
of Taſte or Underſtanding : his Topick of Rai 
may be all reduced under thoſe two Words, Quor # 
nE; Which he ſeldom fails in any one of his Pa 

to be arch with. His ory conſiſts in the Words 
Mx Faix, although ſometimes relieved with 
an Epithet. Doth he think, that, when he ſays, 
my impious Friend, my flupid Friend, and the like; 
ſays it in every Paper, and often a dozen times in 
one; that this is either Wit, Humour, or Satire? 
If I were /mpiozs or flupid, I ſhould really hope to 
be his Friend, and think he ſpoke in earneſt. Vo- 
ny is not a Work for ſuch groveling Pens, but ex- 
treme difficult even to the beſt: It is one of the 
moſt beautiful Strokes of Rhetorick, and which aſks 
a Maſter hand to carry on and finiſh with Succeſs ; 
but when a Bungler attempts beyond his Skill, what 
was at firſt mis-ſhapen, with aukward Poliſhing be- 
comes entirely deformed : As the falſe Beauty of 
Paint upon a Lady's Face is leſs deſirable than no 
Beauty at all ; and the Pertneſs of a ſhallowFop more 
diſagreeable than his Silence. 

1 2 not have deſcended ſo much below the 
Digni this Paper as to regard the Courſe of 
4 Sl Writers, did not the Heads of the late 
Faction ſtill endeavour to co the Minds of weak 
People, who are at Diſtance from the Metropolis, 
by their Diligence and Liberality in circulating theſe 
Weekly Poiſons gratis. Great Numbers are con- 
ſtantly ſent into the Country, to prepoſſeſs the Reader 
againſt the Examiner, for no other Reaſon but be- 
cauſe they would ftill miſlead, and prevent their 
being ſet right in Facts, that they might not ſee 
how well the People did to aſſiſt the 9 

an 
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and QUuz en : To this End they have been forced to 
make uſe of groſs Falſities, without the leaſt Ap- 

ce of Truth; but however thoſe more modeſt 
of their Party here may bluſh and wonder at the Aſ- 
ſurance of their Friends; it ſerves their Deſign in the 
Country, where Truth arrives late; and fince the 
Mercy of the Government, or rather ajuſt Contempt, 
ſtill ſuffers theſe Writers to continue their Efforts, it 
is not doubted there but what they deliver is, at leaſt, 
free from notorious Falſhood. But thoſe Clouds of 
Ignorance will certainly fly before that Light, which 
now ſhines throughout the Nation, from the Repre- 
ſentation offered to her M aj esTyY by the beſt Houſe 
of Commons that ever fat, -who come the neareſt to 
our happy Conftitutior, both in the Freedom of 
their Elections, and that true Zxg/iþ Spirit, which 
have unanimouſly carried the Majority of them 
through, to the End of this memorable Sen. In 
which Repreſentation the People may be convinced, 
that five Parts in fix of what the Examiners have 
charged on the late Miniſtry and Faction are true; 
which is ſo-gtorious, ſo unanſwerable a Juſtification 
of theſe Papers, that any longer to declaim againſt 
them will be as vain and inſignificant, as it hath al- 


ways been a ridiculous Endeavour. 


9850 
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Pauca tamen ſuberunt priſce veſtigia fraudis. 


Hope my Countrymen will believe, that I have 
a very good Occaſion to congratulate with them 
upon the Quz ex's Speech: All the honeſt Part muſt 
be of Opinion, that nothing ever proceeded from the 
Throne more glorious for our Repreſentatives in 
Parliament, or more gracious and ſatisfactory to the 
Nation. Could there, amidſt that awful Aſſembly, 
be any Heart untouched at the Voice of ſuch a 
Quzen? recollecting her Piety, the Uprightneſs of 
her Life, her unwearied Prayers and Endeavours for 
the Proſperity of her People, from whoſe Intereſts 
hers were never divided. 
Hex Majeſty filled every loyal Breaſt with Joy, 
when, with her graceful Air and elegant Manner of 
Delivery, ſhe told her Parliament, The Pleaſure ſhe 


took 
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* took to ſee the Performance of thoſe Promiſes 
* they had made her at the Beginning of the Seſ- 
t“ ſions; their complying with her Deſire to propa- 
gate the Service of God in the building ſo many 
« new Churches ; enabling her to carry on the War ; 
* making effectual Proviſion for paying thoſe heavy 
* Debts, which were almoſt grown an inſupportable 
* Burthen on the Publick ; when our Enemies ev 

*« avhere flattered themſelves, that Supplies for theSer- 
« viceof the current Vear could not have been found. 

Coup any thing be more grateful to true Bri- 
tiſ Spirits, who had done their utmoſt towards re- 
trieving our Diſorders, than to be applauded for diſ- 
appointing the Enemies of the Nation, in all Re- 
ſpects? Not only by their raifing greater Sums than 
were ever granted to any Prince, in one Seſſion; but 
for reſtoring publick Credit; a Bleſſing fo invalua- 
ble, and ſo much deſpaired of by our Enemies, that 
they concluded it impoſſible for the Miniſtry and Par- 
liament to extricate us out of thoſe amazing Difficul- 
ties whereinto we had been plunged. And truly, if 
we impartially conſider the Meaſures upon which 
the late Men in Power proceeded, we ſhall find it 
extremely difficult to give any ſatisfactory Account 
to Reaſon or Policy, for their notorious Depecula- 
tions (if my Friend the Med/ey will give me Leave to 
make uſe of that Word) unleſs, like ſome momen- 
tary Conquerors, they reſolved to waſte that Em- 
pire they could not keep. 

I Au very well afurel, that the former Miniſtry, 
aſter a 3 Run of ill Huſbandry, were often at 
their Wits End (until Things grew riper for that 
Change they had projected) how to prevent, from 
breaking all at once upon the Publick, that Report 
which they knew would ruin their Deſigns. The 
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whole Government ſubſiſted upon preſent Credit, 
a though vaſt Sums were annually given to ſupport 
the War; which were ſo far from being applied this 
Way, that every Vear we were plunged more and 
more in Debt. It is true, the Parliament voted Sub- 
ſidies, and the willing People chearfully paid them, 
in hopes by an honourable Peace they ſhould 

uickly ſee the End of their Miſeries Taxes : 

et the Arrear to the Navy and other Charges ran 


on; the Miniſtry put a good Face upon a decaying | 


Conſtitution ; they employed all their Arts to con- 
ceal the real Diſtreſs we were in; they procured that 
Money ſhould be lent at 5 per Cent. whilſt the un- 
happy Creditors were forced to give from 20 to 40 
per Cent. Diſcompt, for every Farthing they receiv- 
ed upon the Bills aſſigned them by the Government. 
This they very well knew was ſuch ill Management, 
as could not be long concealed :; They had ſeparately 
and prodigiouſly enriched themſelves ; to pre- 
ſerve their Wealth and Authority, they muſt in- 
vade the Conſtitution. As to their own Poſſeſſions, 
an A of Indemnity had ſecured them: And for the 
reſt, they had little more to »i/que,, than whether 
they ſhould remain opulent Subjects, although with- 
out any Sharc in the Power ; or become Maſters, 
without Limitation. 

AVARICE is ever infatiable! how then muſt 
it deſtroy, when it has the Wealth of the Nation to 
feed on? 'The Miteries of the Feople, the Tears and 
Groans of poor Seamenand cheir Families, were not 
regarded by theſe Devourers ; univerſal F rauds and 


Abuſes not only winked at, but encouraged : Trade 


not dying, but dead: It is true, publick Credit was 
ſtill alive, but ſubſiſted only upon ſtrong Cordials, in 
utter Ignorance of her approaching Diſlolution. Yet 
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no one Step was made by theſe Sate Phyſicians, to- 
wards preventing her a Diſeaſe; much leſs 
did they take any thought about curing the Malady 
they had occaſioned : they were not ſo void of Rea- 
ſon, as to be ignorant of the Condition they had re- 
duced us to; they did know it, and ſtood provided 
of a Remedy to ſecure themſelves (which a little time 
would perfect to their Wiſh) and which all 
Subjects muſt tremble to think on; a Remedy a thou- 
ſand times worſe than the Diſaſe; where, inſtead 
of an I»ndulgent, Lawful QUe ex, ws muſt have re- 
ferred to a lawleſs Funto, and to an Arbitrary Captain- 
General. 

Bur now, God be praiſed, our Fears are diſſipa- 
ted. The Que en isfree, and acts entirely according 
to her own Judgment and Inclination : The Parlia- 
ment acquieſces in whatever ſhe requireth: We 
have proved the happy Effects of their mutual Con- 
fidence ; and, as Majeſty tells us from the 
Throne, fe /all look upon any Attempt to leſſen it, 
as a Step towards diſſolving her Government. 

I couLD make many uſeful Reflections upon the 
preſent happy Change of our Condition ; the differ- 
ent State of Security to our Conſtitution, wherein 
this Seſſions hath left us, from the Fears that poſ- 
ſeſſed us upon the ending of the laſt: The Dread 
and Apprehenſion the Majority of the Kingdom 
were then in, left that Parliament ſhould fit any 
more: The Longings and Impatiencies of the Peo- 
ple, until her Majeſty ſhall think fit that 7be/e ma 
meet again. | 

WuilsrT the ſinking Credit of the Nation hath 
been thus retrieved by the great Abilities and Induſ- 
try of the preſent Miniſtry and Parliament; the Con- 
vacation, no leſs uſefully employed in the Cauſe of 


14 Piety, 
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Piety, have drawn up a Repreſentation of the preſent 
State of Religion, with regard to the late 2 
Growth of Infidelity, Hereſy, and Profaneneſs ; una- 
nimouſly agreed upon in a joint Committee of both Houſes 


of the Province of Canterbury, and afterwards re- 
jected by the Upper Houſe, but paſſed in the Lower, 

I am ſorry theſe pious Labourers ſhould be baffled 
in their godly Endeavours, by their own Brethren : 
I have formerly, in two Examiners, touched u 
the Nature of this Synod, and their Diviſions, toge- 
ther with the Quezx's Letter, and Defire to re- 
concile all Differences and Diſputes ; and hoped to 
ſee the happy Effects of her Exhortation. The I- 
ferior Clergy have proceeded with a Spirit truly pri- 
mitive ; their Repreſentation 15 writ with ſuch Force 
of Eloquence and Argument, as muſt warm the 
coldeſt Heart. The narrow Compaſs of this Paper 
will not permit me to enumerate all the Heads 
They trace the Deluge of Inpiety from that long 
** and unnatural Rebellion, which looſened all the 
* Bands of Diſcipline and Order; whence Hypo- 
** criſy and Enthuſiaſm begar a Diſregard for the 
% very Appearance of Religion, and ended in a 
** Spirit of downright Libertiniſm and Profaneneſs: 
*© Whence 3 aroſe, who openly ſcattered 
„% the Poiſon of Arian and Socinian Hereſies; the 
«© Godhead of the Holy Spirit denied; Myſteries 
** exploded, as implying Contradictions, and inca- 
** pable of becoming Objects of Aﬀent to reaſon 
able Minds, &c. From theſe wicked Principles, 
* wicked Practices have followed; Frequency of 
** Oaths and Imprecations ; all manner of Exceſs 
and Luxury, Gaming upon the Lord's Day, Oc. 
Upon which I muſt beg leave to ſubjoin, that à cer- 
tan late Great Miniſter (u the good Company of 
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Sir Joon of the Peak, and others of the ſame Sort) 
always made Play his Suzday's Entertainment. 

In this Repreſentation we have a melancholy Pro- 
ſpe& of the State of our Religion; ſuch amazi 
Impicties can be equalled by nothing, but by th 
Cities of old deſtroyed by Fire from Heaven : Nor 
can that Dcluge of Profaneneſs which over-runs the 
Nation, have any Check from the pious Endeavours 
of our Clergy, whilit the Majority, on one part, 
continue to diſagree with the other, about the man- 
ner of putting Eſſentials in Execution. Mean time. 
the Cauſe of Chriſtianity muſt ſuffer, and our Convo- 
cations ſtill have the Diſreputation of doing nothing. 
The Repreſentation which themſelves have tranſmitted 
to the Lower Houſe, is the ſame in very many of 
the Facts. As to the Difference in Style and Spirit, 
I conceive that doth not relate to the Service of Re- 
ligion in general, any more than, when I am exceſ- 
ſive cold, whether I would chuſe to be warmed by a 
quicker or more languid Fire. Nor can I without 
Pleaſure take notice of one Paragraph, where they 
hope, That eſpecial Care will be had of the Education 
of young People at the Univerſities ; that Tutors may 
teach their Pupils the Principles of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and endeavour to make them ſerious init, with 
a particalar Eye to all ſuch who are deſigned for 
Holy Orrs. Where ſuch Reverend Prelates are 
concerned, it were a ſort of Sacrilege to diſpute their 
Sincerity: After this, dare any Perlon imagine that 
their Docirine and their Intentions can ditfer ? or, 
that ſo grave and venerable a Body, upon ſo folemr: 
an Occaſion, would deal in Jr-ny, or explain their 
Meaning by Contraries? This muſt doubtleſꝭ con- 
vince ai! ſuch who have hithcrto, upon a wrong In- 
ter pretation, preſumed to ſquare Opinions by tpvirs, 
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and have with loud Exclamations ſhewn their Ab- 
horrence of an 132 4 as tainting our 
Youth with the Principles of Loyalty to Sovereigns, 
and an implicite Obedience to the flaviſh — 
of the Church. 

As this Admonition muſt ſatisfy ſuch who ſur- 
miſed, that the Majority did not approve educating 
Children in the Univerſity, ſo the unhappy Stop 
that hath been put to the deſigned R:preſentation, 
hath given the Enemies of our Holy Religion (too 
numerous and politick a Party to be armed by our- 
ſelves againſt ourſelves) a ſeeming Occaſion to deride 
our Diviſions: And, as if thoſe folemn Proceedings 
were all but a Jeſt, theſe ungodly Perſons are not 
afraid to be merry with the Conceit of the Upper 
Houſe's diſſenting from what Five of their own 
Members had before in a Committee agreed to in 
the Lower; as if they were acting a religious Farce, 
called, 4 Conwocation and no Convocation: Nor will 
they believe our Biſhops can have ſuch concurrent 
Fears of the Growth of Inpiety, when they do not 
proceed in the Means that ſhould put an effectual 
Stop to it, only for a Form; or, to uſe the Words of 
our Church Adverſaries, until the laſt remaining En- 
croachment be made by the Upper Houſe upon the 
Privileges of the Lower. 

Tusk Reflections are Arrows in the Heart of 
every honeſt Churchman ; we would recriminate in 
vain, our Enemies flatter themſelves we lie too open 
for a Defence: We mnſt therefore be content to wait 
with Patience and Prayer, for a Remedy to theſe 
Misfortunes, until the Lord of the Harveſt, in his 
gocd Time, all ſeparate the Tarcs from the Wheat. 
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Conſolar ſocics, ut Longi tædia Belli 
Mente ferant placida. 


I Suppoſe ſome Wit, and much Leiſure, have made 
it a Faſhionamong ingenious Perſons, to ſend Let- 
ters, by way of Afliſtance, to us Weekly Writers 
It is eaſy to imagine, that I have had my Share of 
ſuch Contributions; for which, although I be very 
thankful, yet I muſt confeſs, with ſome Vanity, that 
my Mind is rather burthened than relieved by thoſe 
Intelligences. If I take Notice of ſome, and not 
of others, I proportionably diſoblige ; however, as 
they fall in my Way, I promiſe to do what lieth in 
my Power towards introducing into the World the 
Works of thoſe aronymous Perſons who are ſo fond of 

being Authors. 
Ix the firſt Place, out of his exceeding Zcal to 
the Cauſe, one is alarmed at the Induſtry of the 
Wo, 
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Whigs, in aiming to ſtrengthen their routed Party, 
by a Reinforcement from the Circumciſed, as not 
contented with Arians, Socinians, Free-thinkers, all 
ſorts of Chriſtian S:&aries, beſides a conſiderable 
Number of Apoftater, or, if you pleaſe, Deſerter; 
from our own Body ; and therefore recommends to 
me, that ſome Care may be taken to put a Stop 
to theſe Gallimanfry Meetings, theſe prohibited Con- 
junctions of Jesus and Chriftians ; fince, in order to 
bring thoſe Infidels within the wide Circle of hig 
gib Community, neither Blandiſhments nor Promite; 
are omitted; the very Women proving Acceſſaries: 
As for Example, a certain Great Lady, with ſome 
beauteous Auxiliaries, did not diſdain to grace Sir So- 
lomon Medina's magnificent Ball and Collation ; nor 
was the young Ducheſs (although a Toaſt of the firſt 
Rate) in the leaſt diſguſted at giving her Hand to dance 
in Partnerſhip with a frowzy Few. 

Axor nE Perſon ſends me a Letter, complain- 
ing of the {mall Reputation of the Qu = x's Phy- 
ficians: This careful Perſon ſeems to belong to the 
Church by his Expreſſion, where he blames the late 
Miniſtry for imitating Feroboam, who ordained 
Priefts out of the loweſt of the People ; and confid- 
ing that ſacred Life, the Breath of our Naſtrili, to 
the Charge and Care of ſuch Men, to whoſe ſlender 
Abilities they would be very far from truſting their 
own. | 
Tux third cometh from a Sufferer under the late 
Fanto ; one, who, remaining fully ſatis fied of his 
own Merit, repines that others have not the like 
valuable Eſtimation, and are not expeditious enough 
in rewarding the faid Merit: He therefore recom- 
mends to me a Subject, neceſſary to be read by 
all who have Pretenſions, or live in a Court, called, 


th 
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The Nature of Delay, or the Virtues and Advantages 


of Procraſtination. : 

A fourth Perſon is ſenſibly piqued at the Medlzy's 
popular Reflection,“ That the QE“ moſt gra- 
% cious Speech ſhould be printed in 4 Poſt-Boy, 
*« with this very juſt Concluſion : But we have lived 
to ſee the Day, wherein every thing Great and II- 
« luitrious among Men is treated with an unbecom- 
ing Familiarity : All Orders of Men muſt expect to 
be huddled into the vile Multitude, and uſed as if 
they had not Senſe of Glory or Infamy.”* My Cor- 
reſpondent enquires, what Devil owes this Writer and 
his Party a Shame, to make him talk of a Day? That 
ſcandalous Day! when inũgnificant Pages, and for- 
ward Attarney's Clerks were hoiſted above the Know- 
ledge of themſelves, or their Remembrance of others; 
not only perverting to their ſeveral Uſes the Treaſure 
of the Nation, * to give Laws even to 
their Sovereign: That was indeed a Day which we 
have all lived to ſee, when all things Great and 
luſtrious among Men were, by arrogant Upſtarts, treat- 
ed not only with an unbecoming Familiarity, but with 
Treachery and Pride; when it might be truly ſaid, 
that, under ſuch petty, and yet — Diſpenſa 
tion, all Orders of Men were huddled into the vil. 
Multitude, and uſed as if they had not Senſe of Glory 5: 
Infamy. 

Tu E fifth Letter recounts a ſcandalous Paſſage 
that happened at the Auction of the late Mr. Ber- 
vard's Library, and prays me to give all. befitting 
Diſcouragement to ſuch Enormities. It ſeems ſome 
Gentlemen were talking of a ſcarce Book which 
treated of Spirits and Apparitions : one of them aſk- 
ed Mr. Toland, what he thought of Gho/?s * Whe- 
ther he had any Belief of ſuch Things? He readi- 
ly anſwered, He was ſo far from believing Get, 


that 
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_ believe what Men call the Hy 
of}. 

Tu next (whom I ſhall do the Favour to ſhew 
at length, becauſe he calls himſelf a Whig, and may 

fibly charge me with an unfair Quotation, if [ 
22 part of what he hath wrote) ſends me an 
Invitation to come over to his Side; but, leſt this may 
be thought Gaſconade, Thad beſt refer to the original 
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" OU have ſtood the Shock of the ſhallow 
of Writers, aided by the beſt Finifers of our 
Party, with ſo much Reputation, and ſo much to 
their Confuſion, that I, who have a Value for your 
* Perſon and Abilities (but an Averſion to your 
« Cauſe) adviſe you to renounce the Tories, and 
« come over to Us. Their Buſineſs is done, they 
have no more Occaſion for your Pen; you muſt 
therefore expect to be neglected and forgotten, as 
% your Fellow Labourers have been. Whom have 
they ever rewarded ? They go quite contrary to 
our Maxim; none, although ever ſo undeſerving, 
* have ſuffered Impriſonment and Hardſhips for us, 
but we look on it as our common Intereſt to pro- 
* te& and uphold them, becauſe we have but one, 
* the Tories as many Intereſts as there are Perſons. 
«© Beſides, in writing for the ſtrongeſt Side, you have 
„ Commuilſeration againſt you: Nor need your A- 
2 ve a fear finding its Account, for the Reaſons 
«© before mentioned, and one more very conſidera- 
* ble, which is, that falſe Witneſſes are always well 
% paid. The only Objection can be made againſt 
e this Propoſal is, you may think perhaps you have 
* ſo far incenſed us by your many Diſcoveries of 
* our Arcana, that you cannot expect to be _ 
A cc © 
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« ed with any Degree of Warmth or Confidence. 
* If this be your Opinion, you are a great Stranger 
to our Principles; we never refuſe to accept an 
« Enemy with open Arms, when we can 

« ſtrengthen our own, or weaken our Adverſaries 
Party: We are fo far true Politicians, that both 
„ our Love and Hatred always give way to our In- 
«© tereſt : But beſides, all muſt know our own blind 
Side, which was never Proof againſt Flattery, how 
fulſome or unjuſt ſoever. How many Authors, 
with no other Merit, flouriſhed under the late Mi- 
niſtry ? I would therefore adviſe you to write a 
* Treatiſe, which will be very faſhionable and uſeful, 
© called, The Art of ſhifting Sides, and dedicate it in 
„ theſe, or the like Terms : 


To all Honeſt WI Gentlemen, and virtuousW WAI 
Ladies, in and about the Cities and Liberties of 
London and Weſtminſter. 


Gentlemen and Ladies, 


Man who ventures to publiſh bold Truths in 
theſe Days of Toryiſm and Arbitrary Govern- 

ment, unleſs he hath a powerful Intereſt to ſupport 
him, muſt expect to be ſcurwily treated by the perſecut- 
ing Part of the World: Without very good Seconds 
he may ſhrew abundance of Zeal, but little Diſcretion ; 
like thoſe Knights of old, who uſed to plunge alone into 
the midſt of armed Foes. The only Difference betaween 
the Courage of the Hero, and that of the Author, ſeems 
to lie in the Succeſs One meets with Tyburn, New- 
gate, or at Bet a Meſſenger ; whilſt the ather gal- 
ntly reſcue: his Miſtreſs, or carries off the Prize. 
For this Reaſon I preſume to apply to you for Protec- 
tion, and 1 hope to make my future Services atone for 


my fai Offences. N are tes confiderable, both in 
I ; Namber 
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Number and Paber to tar a Defeat: and too tzeal- 
ous of the Truth, to ſuffer its Champion to be borne 
down and trampled upon by Enemies. 

Gentlemen, Nur Adwverſaries cannot deny but 
you have more Money than they, and conſequently muſt 
give you up the Superiority of Mit: And, altho' they have 
difputed the Point of Honefly, it appears, the Balance 
now lies entirely on your Side: witneſs the many un- 
anſwerable Steps you have taken for the Good of the 
Nation, the Wonders of your late Adminiftration, your 
Reſpect and Honour for the true Intereſt of your Qu x x x 
and Country, your Concern for the Publick Credit, and 
your Readineſs to advance Money upon great Emergencie:, 
auhere the Safety of the State ſo eminently required it. 

Ladies, Were your Plea to Virtue and Beauty leſs 
evident, en might ſtand more in need of a Champion, 
but 1 never heard any who durſt preſume to ſay, you 
have more Virtue than Beauty, or leſs Humility than 
Prudence; you ſhine in your Zeal for the Cauſe, and 
your Condeſcenſon is ſo bright a Part of your Character, 
that there are few Men, how deſpicable ſoe ver, but æubat 
have found the happy Effect. of it. 


S 1 R, 


«« By my Intimacy and Station among them, I have 
ſo exact a Knowledge of what will pleaſe, that J 
« have ſent you this rough Draught, which I will 
e undertake to be the univerſal Senſe of our Party; 
© only leaving you to model it after ſuch a Manner, 
„as you think beſt. I hope you will not defer your 
« Converſion, but conclude this a Mark of my Kind- 
„ neſs for you. Pray, make your Advantage of this 
« Advice, and = will very much rejoice, 

I 


7 


Your Hictionate Friend, 
And humble Servan! 
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Vene ſemper arcum 
Tendit Apoll. 


I7 ſometimes happens, that I am either Sick, or 
Lazy, or Splenetick ; and ſometimes, perhaps, 
like other Authors of great Reputation, I am dull 
by Deſign. In ſuch unlucid Intervals it falls out, 
that three or four of my Papers are inferior to the 
reſt : However, the Credit of the former keeps them 
up a while; and even judicious People are often 
prejudiced for a Week or two in their Favour ; 
or perhaps are ſo candid to expect a better next 
Time. But the Majority of Readers go on with 
the ſame Appetite, whether the Paper be good or 
bad, until they are taught by their Betters what 
their Sentiments are to be. It thus fares between 
me and the Medley, who, although he hath been al- 
ways ſo liberal with his Epithets, as if he had them 
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him ready printed, and had nothing to do eve- 
1 Wet b af op the Blanks; yet, in one or 


two of his laſt Papers he hath outdone himſelf, be- 
cauſe ſome bod told him that the — is 
grown dull. fear they have told him Truth : 
And how can it be otherwiſe, when I am deſcend- 
ed from animadverting upon the Corruptions in the 
late Adminiſtration, to be an Antagoniſt of his? I 
had Hopes of giving ſome Diverſion to the Town 
and myſelf, during this idle Seaſon of the Year, by 
1 the Follies of his Productions; but find 
I 


en unhappily infected with the Stupidity 
1 defigned to ridicale. This Mraler is the 


fe& Reverſe of Sir John Falftaffe ; he is not Lark 
dull himſelf, but he is alſo the Cauſe that Dulneſs 
is in other Men. However, I thiak I have found 
out a Way to read his Papers, from henceforward, 
without Danger to my Underſtanding ; and there- 
fore I now give him Notice, that I deſign to write 
with Wit and Spirit for ſome Time ; which other- 
wiſe he would hardly apprehend until about a Month 
hence. | 

Hes hath injured me in ſaying, I inſult her Ma- 
jefly's Phyſicians. 1 only repeat the Words of — 
Correſpondent. If che Que £ x diſcards her 
Phyſicians, he is ata Loſs how we ſhall Tavis aries 
to ſupply their Places ; becauſe, he aſſures us, the 
Tories are as great Puacks in Science as in Politicls. 
If the Trial of Quackery muſt be determined by 
Skill in Politicks, I dare appeal ,to the Whig Phy- 
ſicians themſelves, to decide which are the * 
and whether the Tories of the Faculty have not 
made much better Prognoſticks upon the Body Po- 
litick, by chuſing to adhere to the preſent Mini- 


itry. 


Axe 
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Ax d, if Reſpect to the Qu zx EN 's Perſon be the 
Queſtion ; the Medley ſure is not well in his Wits, 
to revive the Memory of that Defect, for which 
ſome of his Party have been famous. Su him 
really ignorant ; upon ever ſo little Recollection of 
any of his Friends, he may quickly be informed, 
which Side have the beſt Pretence that Way to Fa- 
your; fince this Writer, and I am glad to find it, 
can admit, Reverence and Duty to her Majeſty are, 
although late, come to be conſidered as a fort of 
Merit. 

MsTHinxs this Perſon, who will be my Friend 
whether I will or no, puts himſelf and me to much 
more Trouble than he needs: If he would fairly 
cavil with. me, Paper by Paper, and then have 
done, there might be ſome Hopes ; but without End, 
I am to be perpetually worried, and puniſhed 
this Month for the Sins of the laſt ; ſo that it is not 
properly This Medl:y contra that Examiner, but 
every Medley againſt every Examiner. When he 
ſeems this Week to ſay all that his little Invention 
and Spight can ſupply, and I may ſafely conclude, 
he hath exhauſted the Subject; he returns, when I 
leaſt dream of him, with ftale Malice and double 
Dulneſs, to empty that Quiver which he hath filled 
with Arrows from abroad. But when his mercileſs 
Auxiliaries are withdrawn, ſome to Pleaſure, others 
to debate how to retrieve by Caballing, what they 
loſt by ill Conduct; or are amuſed by fawning at 
Court; or diſabled by the Diſorders of a broken 
Conſtitution ; this harmleſs Perſon abates very much 
of the Poignancy of his Satyr. 

WailsT I was thus reflecting upon this famous 
Moniter, my Printer brought me ſeveral Letters, 
but not all of chem wrote by myſelf to the Exa- 


2 | miner, ; 
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ami ner, as the ſagacious Medley ſuggeſts, with his 
humble Advice, that it would not be amiſs to print 
more frequently thoſe Letters I daily receive. His 
old Way of judging of the Goodneſs by the Sale, 
made him extol that Paper, wherein I had lately 
obliged ſo many of my Correſpondents, 
that fince the Roman Triumph, or what he calls 
the Laurel Crown, and Marcus Craſſus, he had not 
had a greater Call for any cular Examiner. 
The Reaſon ſeemed plain: The underhand Endea- 
vours of my Fellow-W riters have ſucceeded ; the 
concurrent Intereſt of many Authors muſt be much 
more prevailing than that of one; in Conſidera- 
tion of which, I reſolved upon that eaſy Method of 
a. hl a Paper, and at the ſame Time obliging a 
Fri 


riend. 

Tus firſt Letter complains, with Juſtice, of the 
great Neglect I have been guilty of, in letting the 
Medley boaſt himſelf ſo long upon the Clauſe in the 
AR of Indemnity, relating to the Receivers of the 
Revenue. He exhorts me to read carefully the Act 
at length; where, he aſſures me, I ſhall find the re- 
quiſite Sanction included, although couched in other 
Terms; from whence he infers, that whatever Cun- 
ning was requiſite to the drawing up the ſaid Act, 
he needs br a Yolpone to diſcover the Intent. He 
begs me to take this Matter into Examination, 
_ which I promiſe him ſhortly to do, although to the 
aboliſhing my Antagoniſt's witty Advertiſement, and 
confirming my own Opinion, That a cunning Knave 
will ſooner commit an hundred Crimes (although of 
as black a Dye) that come within a Hair's Breadth 
of the Gallows ; than one clumſy one, by which he 
may be made to mount it. 


- | Tus 
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Tux ſecond Letter is of ſuch a Length, that I am 

it cannot be inſerted here: I find it fo inge- 
nious, that I do not think fit to abridge it. The 
Gentleman treats, with a Deſcription very delicate, 
of the Art of Courts; or the Means by which trea- 
cherous Enemies are to a Miracle transformed into 
faithful Friends, profeſſed Admirers, and moſt ob- 
ſequious Flatterers ; with the great Secret how to 
overcome that ſcrupulous Modeſty, which deters 
ſome few from imitating the reſt, and — 
with 7 Arms thoſe, whom, heretofore, they woul 
have deſtroyed 

A THIRD draws up a very Repreſen- 
tation of the Hardſhips inflited upon a Reverend 
Divine, late Chaplain of Morden College upon Black- 
Heath, for no other Reaſon, but his being an ho- 
neſt Tory, and truly Orthodox. And really the Ma- 
nagement ſeems ſo unfair, that if, upon an exact 
Enquiry, I find the Facts to be true; ſuch as their 
letting Part of the ſaid College to a Coffee -houſe; 
reducing the Number of twenty decay d Merchants 
to twelve, and thoſe Diſſenters; although the 
Founder obliged his Truſtees to no ſuch Limitation, 
aſſigning twenty Pounds a Year for each Perſon ; 
which is alſo reduced to twelve Pounds per Annum : 
If, I fay, theſe Facts prove true, I ſhall not fail to 
take a proper Time to ſet them in the beſt Lights I 
am able. 

A F1FTH, with gilt Paper, neat Wax, and un- 
der Cover, dates his Remonſtrance from the Draw- 
ing-Room; and in a courtly Style, which I am not 
_ enough to imitate, ſets forth the Viciſſitude of 

uman Things, the Change of Manners and Faſhions; 
ſeems with Pleaſure, yet Regret, to call to Memo- 
ry an Age, wherein poſlibly himſelf might flouriſh, 
3 in 
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in _— — * that —. obtain, would not have 
been n ſhort, he appears extremely ſhock - 
ed atthe Conduct of two Great Laaies, who took the 
to behave themſelves in the Quz zn's Pre- 
ſence, before a full Court, as if they had been at 
Eaſe in their own Rules, with none but inferior Per- 
ſons about them. Reverence, Diſtinction, Decency, 
were made only for little People ; theſe Ladies are 
above the Punctilio of Laws and Cuſtoms : Their 
own Charms, the Merit of their Anceſtors, their Gra- 
titude, Greatneſs of Soul, Reſpect and Duty to their 
Sovereign, may ſupport Irregularity i in theiro 
I nor the Medley will allow theſe Paſſages may 
have been extracted out of real Letters; ſince [ 
could as well have produced them for my own. Be 
that as it will, I am glad he allows me to keep fo 
a Correſpondence with myſelf. His Cenſure, if 
be true, amounts to no more than this ; that I am 
ſo far from being obliged to others for my Matter, 
as to be forced to tather my own upon thoſe who will 
pleaſe to accept it; wherein I differ as much from 
him, as one who ſteals Money into his Neighbour's 
Pocket, * ont. 
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Avaritia fidem, probitatem, ceteraſque bouas artes Sub- 
vertit; pro iis ſuperbiam, crudelitatem, Deos negli- 
gere, & omnia venalia habere edacuit. 


Coxstozs myſelf grown a very uſelefs Writer ; 
but it was no more than I foreſaw, when I firſt 

began with the Medley. I knew my Paper would in- 
ſenſi . dwindle into the Thing himſelf and his Party 
defired ; and my Time be loſt in managing a Diſpute 
fruitleſs to the 5 and inſignificant even to our- 
ſelves. He is reſolved not to be convinced, nor I to 
be perverted ; he hath ſtill his Prompters, and I my 
Readers ; we both are where we began; he will yer 
continue to animadvert falſly, and I deſign hence- 
forward to take no more Notice of what he writes, 
than Men are uſed todo by notorious Liars ; who, if 
they ever happen to ſpeak Truth, muſt bring other 
Vouchers than themſelves, to gain that Belief, which 


4 their 
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their continued Courſe of Falſity hath juſtly robbed 
them of, from the Publick. 

I a D perhaps cloſed my Papers with this, and 
taken Leave until the Meeting of the Parliament ; 

eaſed to leave Affairs in ſo quiet nd promiſing a 

ondition, had I not met with a very ſcarce Manu- 
ſcript out of a certain Library. I believe the Tranſ- 
lation of Part of it will not be unacceptable to the 
Town. The Author is that famous Italian, Gia- 
vanni Adolbrandi, who made it his particular Re- 
queſt that his Works might never be printed. The 
Manuſcript I ſpeak of, is called Marcus Antoninus, 
wrote in the ſame ſort of Verſe with the Rinaldo of 
Taco, whoſe Senior he was: The Paſſage I would 
tranſlate, is Fulvia's going to the Houſe of Pride, 
to implore the Succour of the Goddeſs towards 
ruining the Virtue of Agrippa, the Favourite of Au- 

flus. There are ſo many parallel Incidents in the 
Deſcription, that I am tempted to believe our famous 
Spencer had read this Poem, when he gave the 
World his fourth Canto of the firſt Book of his 
Fairy Queen. 

Tas Author introduceth Doalabella telling the 
Hiſtory of the Triumvirate; Lepidus Removal, 
Antony's Behaviour in the Eaſt; and Ofawins's Go- 
vernment at Rome, when he had called Agrippa to 
aſſiſt him in the Management of Affairs; whole 
Wiſdom and great Abilities proved deſtructive to 
the Hopes that Aztony's Friends had entertained of 
ſeeing him ſole Arbitrator of the Empire. Fulvia, 
the Wife of Antony, is recorded by Plutarch to be a 
bold and enterprizing Woman; our Poct enters 
very well into her Character; where Dolobella re- 
lates that he beheld in his Journey a ſtupendous Pa- 
lacte, with a broad High-way, made bare by the 
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Number of Paſſengers, who hourly travelled that 
Way; few of whom ever returned, but ſuch whom 
Poverty had reduced : The Avenues were filled with 
Beggars, who, although in Rags and Ruins, retained 
their former Air and Deportment : When they re- 
quired your Charity, it was ſtill with a vaunting In- 
trod uc ion of what they had been. 

Arras zue nearer, I ſaw (continued he) 
two buſy Perſons, gaily habited, entertaining the 
Crowd that were in the broad Koad ; theſe were 
Flattery and {ally the firſt made herſelf acceptable 
by Exceſs of Compliance, and perpetual Praiſes ; for 
ſuch was her Induſtry, that ſhe left not even Vice, 
without its Applauie, endearing to the Wearers 
their very Detects : /o/ly was no leſs aſſiduous in 
beſpeaking Credit of her Siſter, aſſuring her, that 
whatever was ſpoke by Flattcry was indiſputable. 
In this delightful Converiation, the Travellers paſ- 
ſed happily on to the Palace, where they were met 


by / awity, who with much Applauſe and Ceremo- 


ny, which they took for Refpect, conducted them 
into the Houſe of Pride. 

Taxis dazzling, unwieldy Structure was built 
amidſt the Tears and Groans of a People harraſſed 
with alingering War, to gratify the Ambition of a 
Subject; while the Sowereign's Palace lay in Abbes. 
It was dedicated, from the firſt Foundation, to the 
Goddels of Pride; the Building exceflive co/t/y, but 
not artful: The Architedt ſeemed to couſider how 
to be moſt profuſe, and therefore negleded an ad- 


vantageous Eminence (made proper by Nature) to. 


build one a Quarter of a ile thort of it, at the vain 
Expence of fifty Millions of Seſterces. There were 
to be icen ſtately Torvers, noble Portice's, ample Pi- 
gr, and well-turned P7{/ar;, witnout one hand- 
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ſome Room, unleſs you will call the Kitchen and 
Cellars fuch ; which Parts of the Houſe happen to 
n no Uſe to the par/fimonious Found- 
er; a Number of Chambers, but none conveni- 
ent ; fine Gardens without Water ; the whole Build- 
ing raiſed upon a ſandy Foundation; every Breath 
from Court, every Blaſt puffed away ſome Grains 
of that huge fleeting Hill, upon which the Palace 
was erected. 

Hz aE the Goddeſs kept her Court within an in. 
ner Chamber, into which Paſſengers were conduct- 
ed: She was ſeated upon a Throne, raiſed under a 
Canopy within an Alcove ; whoever gazed on her, 
ſeldom beheld thing with Approbation but 
themſelves ; her Beauty was mixed with Diſdain, 
and well expreſſed her inward Contempt for infe- 
rior Objects; ſhe fixed her Eyes upwards, unleſs 
when by Intervals they were caſt upon a Mirror 
ſhe held in her Hand, which reflected back her 
own Charms, the only Image wherein ſhe took 
Delight. i 

My Attention, as well as that of the whole Aſ- 
ſembly, was ſuddenly taken off from the Goddeſs, 
and transferred to a Lady, who with Precipitation 
broke through the Crowd, and made directly to 
the Throne. Although paſt her Meridian, her 
Bloom was ſucceeded by ſo graceful an Air, that 
Youth could ſcarce make her more defirable : Her 
fair Hair was tucked under a T:ara of Jewels made 
inthe Faſhion of a Corone'r. If her Beauty pre- 
poſſeſſed us to her Advantage, we were not leſs ter- 
rified in beholding the Company ſhe was in: On 
one Side marched Envy, laſhing her with Whips 
and Snak-s; giving her to drink by Intervals from 
2 Cup of Wine mingled with Gall and ey 

er 
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Her other Supporter was Wrath, who continually 
toſſed a flaming Brand, directing her Sight to a 
Dagger which he held; his Looks ghaſtly, his 
Limbs trembling, his Body half expoſed, the reſt 
cloathed with a Robe ſlained with Blood, and torn 
by his own Fury, which was fo fierce he could not 
reſtrain it ſometimes from falling upon himſelf. His 
Breath was inceſſantly applied to the Lady's Spleen 
and Brain, from whence violent Agonies and ragin 
Phrenſies ſacceeded, as was evident by a Tof 
Motion as particular as wonderful. ; 

Sur was attired in a Crimſon Robe, edged with 
Ermine, and buckled with Diamonds ; her Train 
borne by one who had formerly been her Maſter of 
the Ceremonies, and who, under the falſe Title of 
Good Eftablioment, had introduced her with Ap- 
plauſe into the World ; yet, having made the For- 
tune of his Votary, he was no longer ſolicitous to 

reſerve Appearances, but ſubmitted to be called 
by his true Name Ingratitude. 

Tu Goddeſs not only vouchſafed her a gracious 
Look, but gave her Hand to the Lady, who was 
named Fulvia; after a tender Embrace ſhe ſeated 
her by herſelf on the Throne, called her Conguereſt 
in Right of ker Huſband, Daughter, Favourite, her 
Repreſentative, her other ſelf ; bid her name her 
Diſtreſs, and depend upon her for Relief. 

FULVIA with Sighs told the Goddeſs, that 
from a Proſpect of being the moſt happy Perſon, 
ſhe was become the moſt miſerable. The Laurels 
daily fading upon the Brow of her abſent Lord, 
their Partizans wholly removed from Auguftus's 
Favour, and, which was worſe, Arippa, a Perſon 
of fatal Virtue, deſtructive to the Ambition of her 
Party, was truſted with the ſole Management of Af- 
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fairs, notwithſtanding their mighty Cabals and 
hourly Intrigues, to retrieve the Power they had 
loſt. Agrippa's Reputation was mounted to a 
Pitch, that ſhe could not behold and live; thoſe two 
Tormentors, Wrath and Envy, giving her no Re- 
miſſion until he were defiroyed. She therefore be- 
ſought the Goddeſs, fince falſe Reports, Treache- 
ry, and Aſſaſſinations had failed, that ſhe would go 
herſelf, and take Avarice along with Titles and 
Wealth, to puff up his Soul, and deſtroy his Vir- 
tues, that he might fall as herſelf and other Favour- 
ites had done, by the Sin of Pride and the Love of 
Riches. 

To whom the Goddeſs replied: It is not the 
leaſt of my Troubles that I muſt tell you, your Re- 
queſt is vain : Ihave attempted enlarging our Em- 
pire by the Acceſſion of ſo powerful a Perſon as 
Agrippa ; 1 —= the Charms of Wealth and Lux- 
ury ; I applied myſelf; but he is more abſtemi- 
ous, more ſedate than before. I beheld the hate- 
ful Goddeſs of Virtue encircling him with her pro- 
tecting Wings; I heard her tell him, ſhe would 
direct his Steps, and never forſake him; that the 
Empire ſhould flouriſh at its greateſt Height under 
his Adminiſtration; that Pride ſhould be defeated, 
Avarice return baffled and aſhamed ; his Hoards in- 
violable : That the Uprightneſs of his Manners, his 
extenſive Soul, and vaſt Capacity, ſhould make him 
a Name, which the Race of Favourites, for Time 
immemorial, ſhould think it their Glory to be called 
by ; whereas Hiſtory had not hitherto delivered down 
one, but where the Parallel would be, in ſome Parts, 
an Injuſtice to his Character, as if unbounded 
Power, and ſolid Virtue, had been irreconcileable 

nt met in Agrippa. A 
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Bur, my beloved Daughter, that Virtue we can- 
not corrupt may yet be eclipſed: We will cauſe Diſ- 
truſt and Impatience to enter into the Minds of 
his Party ; they ſhall fear what they ought to reve- 
rence : Thoſe prodigious Qualifications that diſtin- 
guiſh Agrippa, may be turned againſt him; whilſt 
his very Foes admire his Abilities, we will make his 
Friends miſcall his Wiſdom, Canning. Although 
he be inceſſantly nn for the Good of the Em- 
pire, they ſhall be winked to thoſe Advanta- 
ges. Neither new Seas explored, nor Countries diſ- 
covered and ſubdued ; the heavy Debts of the Em- 

ire diſcharged ; Credit reſtored ; Peace brought 
Loans 16 thee Duallleg 3 Trade ſecure, and flou- 
riſhing, ſhall overcome thoſe Suſpicions and bad 
Impreſſions we will make upon the People. Your 
Faction, vigilant and bold, ſhall diſperſe falſe Re- 
ports; Antony's Zeal muſt languiſh, let him attempt 
no farther for the Good of the Empire, but his own. 
Thoſe two Demons that haunt you ſhall be appeaſed, 
Revenge be ſatiated, offer upon his Altars, and ſup- 
plicate the Goddeſs of Diſcord, that ſhe may diſap- 
pear from among you, and more effectually poſie(: 
your Enemies. | 
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A — 


Sed nos immenſam ſpatiis confecimus æguar, 
Et jam tempus equum fumantia ſolvere colla. 


N= that I have completed the Number of 
my Papers, and, for the Space of a Year, 
done my Country what Service lay in the Power oi 
an honeſt, although concealed Pen ; I ſhall take my 
Leave of the Town, with particular Thanks for its 
Favour ; and ſome Acknowledgment to the Maly, 
for ſo conſtantly * what he thought my 
Meaning in any dark Alluſions, or Allegories; and 
retire myſelf from the Fatigue of Politicks and State- 
Reflections, until ſome more urgent Occation again 
call forth my Endeavours. 

Ir is very difficult, in an intereſted World, jor 
any one to be thought free from thoſe Views that 
influence others; There are ſo few Perſons content 

to 
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to ſacrifice their own Good to that of the Publick, 
that I do not wonder to have a Interpre- 
tation put upon my Labours ; and myſelf although 
entirely otherwiſe, accuſed as directing them to 
ſome mercenary End; and full of the Defire of 
making my Fortune, 1 to the prevail- 
ing Party : But let fi who are my Accuſers, re- 

, that this Paper was begun whilſt yet the 
late Miniſtry were at the Helm, and nothing but 
their Miſmanagement to prognoſticate their Loſs of 
Power. 

To thoſe who have complained, that my Writ- 
ings were not always equal, the Spirit the fame, or 
the Matter ſo entertaining, let ſuch begin to con- 
fider, my Buſineſs was to inſtruct, I would not de- 
ſcend to divert : I was neither a Plautus, nor a 
Molicre; I did not ſo much as pretend to Vit, 
much leſs Baffoonry : I went not in purſuit of 2 
Laugh, but confined myſelf to one Subject, and 
that a very ſerious one. How extreme difficult it is 
to ſucceed often uponthe like Topick, I leave to the 
Conſideration of the Judicious ; who know how hard 
It is to vary the ſame Diſcourſe, and admit of fre- 

uent Repetition without being cloyed ; with which 
have no Reaſon to tax my Readers, ſince the Print- 
er tells me, the Sale of my Paper is not at all di- 
miniſhed, nor its Reputation fallen: Which, I muſt 
confeſs, were Temptation enough for me to conti- 
nue it, if I had mercenary Views, or were not the 
End propoſed already aniwered ; which makes me 
chaſe, although perhaps not quite ſo civilly, to rife 
of myſelf, and leave my Gueſts with an Appetite 
for more, rather than fiay till they ſhould call to take 
away. 
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Avp, notwithſtanding the Charge that hath ſo 
often been brought againſt me, with an Intent to 
wound Great Men through my Side ; of my being 
a contemptible Hireling, and a little mer 
Fellow, without Probity or Principles; one whoſe 
Actions were directed by others, from whence the 
Machine talked and moved, as conducted by higher 
Hands; I ſolemnly declare, I am ſtill as much un- 
known to the Leaders of our own Party, as to the 
athers ; and very likely to remain ſo, as long as [ 
pleaſe myſelf ; notwithſtanding the wiſe Remarks 
of the Ober vator, and the Gueſſes made by the ju- 
dicious Medley. | 

AwuoxG the many Pretenders in this Town, you 
can hardly produce me one, who will not undertake 
to diſcover, and point out the Difference of Style, 
and Manner of Thinking, peculiar to the ſeveral 


Men of Wit. The Pamphlet is certainly from ſuck 


a Hand ; they know his Manner perfectly. That 
Paper of Verſes is infallibly of ſuch a Poet, no Man 
in England could write it but he; and this ſome- 
times even upon the firſt Eſſay of an Author. I, 
among the reſt, uſed to determine formerly at the 
ſame Rate ; but ſhall be more cautious for the fu- 
ture, having ſeen the World, and myſelf, ſo often 
and ſo wretchedly miſtaken. How many Fathers 
has this Paper of mine be aſcribed to: Among all 
the Men of Wit, whoare in the Intereſt of the pre- 
ſent Miniſtry, I know not one who hath eſcaped 
ſome Report of Suſpicion of being the Author. The 
Medley hath gueſſed round ; and, from his Skill in. 
that Part of Learning called Dog's Logick, thought he 
would infallibly hit upon it at laſt, Thus he hath 
done what he would have us think 15 an Injury to 
ſeveral innocent Perſons ; and if the E amine : 4 
| up: 
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ſtupid, falſe, and ſlanderous Paper, as he Weekly 
afirms, I think he is bound, in Conſcience and com- 
mon Juſtice, to repair the Injury he hath done to 
the Reputation of thoſe worthy Perſons he hath 
falſly entitled it to, and who have never given him 
the leaſt Provocation for any ſuch Calumny. 

Tut judicious Reader cannot but obſerve how 
weak that Cauſe muſt be, which the joint Endea- 
vours of their Party have not been able to defend, 
againſt an unknown Perſon; who hath had nothing 
but na Truth to oppoie to whole Armies of com- 
plicated Falſhoods and Malice; yet, ſupported by 
the Goodneſs of the Cauſe, I have waded through 
Seas of Scurrility, without being polluted by any of 


that Filth they have inceſſantly caſt at me. I have 


neither miſrepreſented Perſons. nor Things; nay, out 
of Tenderneſs, have often forborn to ſhew their 
weakeſt Side. TI appeal to all impartial Men, whe- 
ther Time hath not diſcovered more Abules in the 
Management of the late Miniſtry, than the Exumi- 
ner could expoſe The Facts are now ſo obvious and 
uncontroverted, that, I preſume, there is no need of 
a Monitor to point out thoſe Things, to which every 
Man is become capable cf directing himſelf. 

Or all the doubtful Steps that I have taken in the 
Conduct of this Deſign, there is none for which I ſo 
much blame myſelf, as firſt deſcending to take No- 
tice and talk to thoſe wretched Adverlaries that have 
Weekly fought againft me; it was putting myſelf 
upon a Level with ſuch, whoſe Detign and mine 
were entirely oppoſite : I was fired by the Love of 
my Country, and that noble Ardour which conducts 
us through a thouſand Difficulties n the purſuit of 
Juſtice. My Attempt was to ducover Abuies, theirs 
to conceal them: I purſued ruth; they openly ad- 

Voie VII. X hered 
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hered to Falſhood : My Pen was valued for its Sin- 
cerity ; theirs deſpiſed for Diſingenuity: And yet I 
was ſo weak to enter the Liſts, merely to ſatisfy 
thoſe Friends, who became uneaſy at their not be- 
ing oppoſed, and could not account for my Neglect: 
A Fault many have been guilty of, in Conſidera- 
tion of others, although againſt a Man's better Senſe 
and Reaſoning ; as I could inſtance in ſeveral Things, 
and particularly in one Example out of Plutarch, if 
the Compariſon may not be thought too great a Pre- 
ſumption. Itis that of Pompey the Great, who ven- 
tured a Battle with Cæſar, when it was not his In- 
tereſt, ** merely becauſe he was a Man of that Ho- 
** nour and Modeſty he could not bear a Reproach ; 
neither would he diſoblige his Friends, but broke 
his own Meaſures, and forſook his prudent Reſo- 
* lutions, to follow their vain Hope and Deſire.” 
How much more commendable was the Conſtancy 
of Phacion, who, when the Athenians urged him at 
an unſeaſonable 'Time to fall upon the Enemy, pe- 
remptorily refuſed ; and, being upbraided by them 
with Cowardice and Pufillanimity, told them, Gen- 
tlemen, wwe underſtand one another very well ; you can- 
not make me valiant at this Time, nor 1 you wiſe, 
Bur it is Time to have done with ſuch worthleſs 
Combatants : If I have not foiled them, I am cer- 
tain they have not hurt me, any otherwiſe than in 
my own Opinion, for attempting to engage them. 
I ſhall conelude with obſerving the Beauty of that 
Proſpect which lies before me, and for which I con- 
gratulate with all my Countrymen ; the Security to 
our Religion and happy Conſtitution, under our 
moſt pious Qu= en, her excellent Parliament, and 
able Miniſtry ; which to ſpeak of one by one, would 
bea Volume, not a Sheet. Methinks I behold the 
3 y0.nger 
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ounger Cato in Mr. St. John; all that Love for 
his Country, that Contempt of Danger, and Great- 
neſs of Soul: Of whom it is ſaid, It was not for 
Honour, nor Riches, nor raſhly, nor by Chance, 
* that he engaged himſelf in the Affairs of State; 
** but he undertook the Service of the Publick as 
** theproper Buſineſs of an honeſt Man; and there- 
fore he thought himſelf obliged to be as diligent 
* for the Good of that, as a Bee for the Preſerva- 
* tion of her Hive.” 

By our el governed Stretigth at Home, we are 
gow beginning to be truly formidable to our Ene- 
mies abroad. France was never ſo buſy in ſearch- 
ing Expedients that may incline towards a Peace ; 
they find it is beeome their Intereſt to be fincere ; 
nothing but the unexpected Death of the Emperor, 
and that diſtracted State of Northern Affairs, which 
at this Time threatens a Breach in the Confederacy, 
and the Seeds of which Miſchief have been ſo long 
ſown, could prevent our finding the ſpeedy Effects 
of it. All but thoſe who are wilfully blind, and 
bigotted to a Party, plainly ſee the Advantage of 
the Change that hath been made; altho', conſider- 
ing the Circumſtances of a tedious War, I am io far 
willing to comply with ſome Gentlemen, as to ad- 
mit there was a d in it, inaſmuch as a Civil 
War is worſe than any Tyranny: From whence I 
take Leave to hope we ſhall not eaſily repeat the 
Danger ; and fince all Changes are not good, let us 
change no more. | 
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In a LETTER from a PERSON 
of HONOUR. 


WxrIlTTEN in the YEAR MDCCXI, 


13111 


T H E 
PuBLISsHER'S PREFACE. 


AB OUT the Year when her late Majeſty, of ble, 
fed Memory, thought proper to change her Miniſtry 
and brought in Mr. Harley, Mr. St. John, Sir Si- 
mon Harcourt, and ſome others ; the firſt of theſe be- 
ing made an Earl and Lord Treaſurer, he was ſoon af- 
ter blamed by his Friends, for not making a general 
Sxweep of all the Whigs, as the latter did of their Aa- 
wverſaries, upon her Majeſty's Death, when they came 
into Power. At that Time a great Number of Parlia- 
ment Men, amounting to above two Hundred, grew ſo 
warm upon the Slewneſs of the Treaſurer in this Part, 
that they formed themſelves into a Body, under the 
Name of the October Club, and had many Meetings, 
to conſult upon ſome Methods that might ſpur on thoſe 
in Power, fo that they might make a quicker Diſpatch 
in removing all of the Whig Leawven from the Employ- 
ments they ſtill poſſeſſed. To prevent the il] Conſequences 
of this Diſcontent among ſo many worthy Members, 
the reſt of the Miniſtry joined with the Treaſurer, 
partly to pacify, and partly to divide thoſe who were 
in greater Haſte than moderate Men thought convent- 
ent. It was well known, that the ſuppoſed Author 
met a conſiderable Number of this Club in a publick 
Houſe, where he convinced them very plainly of the 
Treaſurer's Sincerity, with many of theſe very Rea- 
fons, which are urged in the following Diſcourſe, be- 
fades ſome others, which avere nat ſo proper to appear at 
that Time in Print. 
| | Y tv The 
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The Treoſurer alledged in his Defence, that ſuch « 
Treatment would not conſift with Prudence, becav/e 
there were many Employments to be bejlowwed, which 
requircd Skill and Prattice; that ſevere! Gentl:agzen 
au poſſefſcd thcm, had been long verſea, ver; li to 
her Majeſty, had never been wiolent Party Men, and 
avere ready to fall into all honeft Meaſurcs for the Ser- 
vice of their Qucen and Country: But, however, as 
Offices became wacant, he would humbly recommend to 
her Majefly ſuch Gentlemen, whoſe Principles with 
regard both to Church and State, his Friends weuld 
approve of, and he would be ready to accept their Re- 
commendations. Thus the Earl proceeded in procuring 
E mployments for thoſe who deſerved them by their Ho- 
neſty, and Abilities to execute them ; which I confeſ; 
to have been a Singularity not very likely to be imitated. 
However, the Gentlemen of this Club fiil continued 
uneaſy that no quicker Progreſs was ade in Remo- 
als, until thoſe who were leaji viclent, began to ſoften 
a little, or by dividing them, the woot: Aﬀair aropped. 
During this Difficulty, wwe have been aſjured, that the 
following Diſcourſe was very ſeaſonably publiſhed with 
great Succeſs, ſpewing the Difficultics that the Earl of 
Oxford lay under, and his real Deſire, that all Per- 
fons in Employment ſhould be true loyal Churchmen, 
zealous for her Majeſty's Honour and Safety, cs well 
as for the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover F the 
Auen ſhould happen to die without Iſſue. This Di 
courſe, having been publiſhed about the Year 1711, and 
many of the Fas forgotten, would not have been ge- 
nerally under ſtocd witoout ſome Explanation, which 
awe hace now endeavoured to give, becauſe it ſeems a 


Point of Hiſtory too material to be loſt. We owe this 


Piece of Intelligence to an Intimate of the ſuppoſed Au- 
thor. | 
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GENTLEMEN, 


INCE the firſt Inſtitution of your Society, 

I have always thought you capable of the 
greateſt Things. Such a Number of Perſons, 
Members of Parliament, true Lovers of our Conſti- 
tution in Church and State, meeting at certain 
Times, and mixing Buſineſs and Converſation toge- 
ther, without the Forms and Conſtraint neceſſary 
to be obſerved in publick Aſſemblies, muſt very 
much improve each other's Underſtanding, correct 
and fix your judgment, and prepare yourſelves a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt any Deſigns of the oppoſite Party. Upon 
the opening of this Seſſion, an Incident hath hap- 
| . to provide againſt the Conſequences whereof 
will require your utmoſt Vigilance and Application. 
All this laſt Summer the y was working un- 
der Ground, and laying their Train ; they gradual- 
ly became more frequent and bold in their Pam- 
phlets and Papers, while thoſe on our Side were 
dropped, as if we had no farther Occafion for them. 
Some Tune before, an Opportunity fell into their 
Hands, which they have cultivated ever ſince; and 
thereby have endeavoured, in ſome Sort, to turn 
thoſe Arts againſt us, which had been ſo effectually 
employed to their Ruin : A plain Demonſtration of 
their ſuperior Skill at Intrigue ; to make a Strata- 
gem ſucceed a ſecond Time; and this even againſt 
thoſe who firſt tried it upon them. I know not whe- 
ther this Opportunity I have mentioned could have 
been prevented by any Care, without ftraining a 
very tender Point, which thoſe chiefly concerned a- 
voided by all Means, becauſe it might ſeem a Coun- 
terpart of what they had ſo much condemned in 
their Predeceſſors ; although it is certain the two 
Caſes were widely different; and if Policy had once 
got the better of Good-nature, all had been ſafe, 
tor there was no other Danger in View: But the 
Conſequences of this were foreſeen from the Begin- 
ning; and thoſe who kept the Watch, had early 
Warning of it. It would have been a Maſter-piece 
of Prudence, in this Caſe, to have made a Friend 
of an E But whether that were poſſible to be 
compaſſed, or whether it were ever attempted, is 
now too late to enquire. All Accommodation was 
rendered deſperate by an unlucky * ſome 

onths 
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onths ago at Windſor, which was a Declaration of 
War too frank and generous for that Situation of 
Affairs; and, I am told, was not approved by a 
certain great Miniſter. It was obvious to ſuppoſe, 
that in a Particular, where the Honour and Intereſt 
of a Huſband were ſo cloſely united with thoſe of a 
Wife, he might be ſure of her utmoſt Endeavours 
for his Protection, although ſhe neither loved nor 
eſteemed him. The Danger of loſing Power, Fa- 
vour, Profit, and a Shelter from Domeſtick Tyranny, 
were ſtrong Incitements to ſtir up a working Brain, 
early practiſed in all the Arts o — — Nei- 
ther is it ſafe to count upon the W of any 
Man's Underſtanding, who is thoroughly poſſeſſed 
with the Spirit of Revenge to ſharpen his In- 
vention: Nothing elſe is required beſides Ob/equi- 
oujneſs and Aſfduity; which, as they are often the 
Talents of thoſe who have no better, ſo, they are 
apt to make Impreſſions upon the beft and greateſt 
Minds. © 
Ir was no ſmall Advantage to the 4:/7nins Par- 
ty, that ſince the Adventure at Vindſor, the Perſon 
on whom wwe ſo much depend, was long abſent b 
Sickneſs ; which hindered him from purſuing thoſe 
Meaſures, that Miniſters are in Prudence forced to 
take, to defend their Country and themſelves againſt 
an irritated Faction. The Negotiators on the other 
Side improved this 3 Conjuncture to the 
utmoſt ; and by an unparallel d Boldneſs, accompa- 
nied with many Falſhoods, perſuaded certain Lords, 
who were already in the ſame Principle, but were 
afraid of making a wrong Step, leſt it ſhould /-ad 
them out of their Coaches into the Diss; that voting, 
in Appearance, againſt the Court, would be the 
| | | ſaſeſt 
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ſafeſt Courſe to avoid the Danger they moſt appre. 
hended, which was that of loſing their Penis; 
and their Opinions, when produced, would, by 
ſeemingly contradicting their Intereſt, have an Ap- 
— of Virtue into the Bargain. This, with 

me Arguments of more immediate Power, went far 
in ucing that ſtrange unexpected Turn we have 
ſo lately ſeen, and from which our Adverſaries reck- 
oned upon ſuch wonderful Effects; and ſome of them, 
particularly my Lord Chief Juſtice, began to act as 
if all were already in their Power. 

Bur, although the more immediate Cauſes of 
this Deſertion were what I have above related, yet, 
I am to think, it would hardly have been at- 
tempted, or at leaſt not have ſucceeded, but for a 

ailing Opinion, that the Church Party and the 
Miniſters had different Views, or at leaſt were not 
ſo firmly united as they ought to have been. It 
was commonly ſaid, and, I ſuppoſe, not without ſome 
Ground of Truth, that many Gentlemen of your 
Club were diſcontented to find fo 7ittle dune; that 
they thought it looked as if People were not in earn- 
e/t ; that they expected to ſee a thorough Change, 
with reſpe& to Employments ; and although every 
Man could not be provided for, yet when all Places 
were filled with Perſons of good Principles, there 
would be fewer Complaints, and leſs Danger from 
the other Party ; that this Change was hoped for 
all laſt Summer, and even to the Opening of the 
Seflion, yet nothing done. On the other Hand, it 
was urged by ſome, in Favour of the Miniſtry, that 
it was impoſſible to find Employments for one Pre- 
tender in twenty ; and therefore, in gratifying one, 
nincteen would be diſobliged; but while all had leave 
to 
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to hope, they would all endeavour to deſerve: But 
this again was eſteemed a very ſhallow Policy, which 
was too eaſily ſeen through, muſt ſoon come to an 
End, and would cauſe a general Diſcontent ; with 
twenty other Objections, to which it was liable. And 
indeed, conſidering the ſhort Life of Miniſters in our 
Climate, it was with ſome Reaſon thought a little 
hard, that thoſe, for whom any Employment was 
intended, ſhould, by ſuch a Delay, be probably de- 
ived of half their Benefit ; not to mention, that a 
iniſtry is beſt confirmed, when all inferior Officers 
are in its Intereſt. 

I nave ſet this Cauſe of Complaint in the ſtrong- 
eſt Light, although my Deſign is to endeavour that 
it ſhould have no Manner of Weight with you, as, 
I am confident, our Adverſaries counted upon, and 
do ſtill expect to find mighty Advantages by it. 

Bur it is neceſſary to ſay ſomething to this Ob- 
jection, which in all Appearance lieth ſo hard upon 
the preſent Miniſtry. What ſhall I offer upon ſo 
tender a Point? How ſhall I convey an Anſwer 
that none will apprehend, except thoſe for whom I 
intend it? I have often pitied the Condition of great 
Miniſters upon ſeveral Accounts ; but never ſo much 
upon any, as when their Duty obliges them to bear 

e Blame and Envy of Actions, for which 
will not be anſwerable in the next World, although 
they dare not convince the preſent, until it is too 
late. This Letter is ſent you, Gentlemen, from no 
mean Hand, nor from a Perſon uninformed, al- 
though for the reſt as little concerned in Point of In- 
tereſt for any Change of Miniſtry, as moſt others 
of his Fellow-Subjets. I may therefore aſſume 


fo much to myſelf, as to defire you will depend 


upon 
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upon it, that a ſhort Time will make manifeſt, how 
little the Defe& you complain of, ought to lie at 
that Door where your Enemies would be to 
ſee you place it. The wiſeſt Man, who is not very 
near the Spring of Affairs, but views them only in 
their Iſſues and Events, will be apt to fix Applauſes 
and Reproaches in the wrong Place; which is the 
true Cauie of a Weakneſs that I never yet knew 
Great Miniſters without; I mean their being deaf 
to all Advice: For, if a Perſon of the beſt Under- 
ſtanding offers his Opinion in a Point where he is 
not Maſter of all the Circumſtances (which perhaps 
are not to be told) it is a hundred to one, but he 
runs into an Abſurdity : From whence it is, that 
Miniſters falſly conclude themſelves to be equally 
wiſer than others in general Things, where the 
common Reaſon of Mankind ought to be the Judge; 
and is probable leſs biaſſed than theirs. I have 
known a great Man of excellent Parts blindly 
purſue a Point of no Importance, againſt the Advice 
of every Friend he had, until it ended in his Ruin. 
I have ſeen great Abilities rendered utterly uſeleſs, 
by unaccountable and unneceſſary Delay, and by 
Difficulty of Acceſs, by which a thouſand - 
tunities are ſuffered to eicape. I have obſerved the 
ſtrongeſt Shoulders to ſink under too great a Load of 
Buſineſs, for want of dividing a due Proportion a- 
mong others. 'Theſe, and more that might be named, 
are obvious Failings, which every rational Man may 
be allowed to diſcern, as well as lament ; and where- 
in the wiſeſt Miniſter may receive Advice from others 
of inferior Underſtanding. But in thoſe Actions 
where we are not thoroughly informed of all the 
Motives and Circummances, it is hardly poo 
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that our Judgment ſhould not be miſtaken. I have 
often been one of the Company, where we have all 
blamed a Meaſure taken, which hath afterward prov- 
cd the only one that could bly have ſucceed- 
ed. Nay, I have known very Men, who have 
formerly been in the Secret of Affairs, when a new 
Set of People hath come in, offering their Refine- 
ments and Conjectures, in a very plaufible Manner, 
and widely err in all they 


WHraTEever Occaſions may have been given for 
Complaints, that enowgh hath not been done, thoſe 
Complaints ſhould not be carried fo far as to make 
us forget what hath been done, which at firſt was 2 
great deal more than we hoped, or thought practi- 
cable; and you may be aſſured, that ſo much Cou- 
rage and Addreſs were not employed in the Begin- 
ning of ſo great a Work, without a Refolution of 
carrying it through, as fait as Opportunities would 
offer. Any of the moſt ſanguine Gentlemen in your 
Club would gladly have compounded two Years 
ago, to have been aſſured of ieeing Affairs in the 
preſent Situation: It is principally to the Abilities 
of one great Man, that you, Gentlemen, owe the 
Happineſs of meeting together, to cultivate good 
Principles, and form yourſelves into a Body for de 
fending your Country again# a reſtleſs and danger- 
ous Faction. It is to the ſame we all owe that 
mighty Change in the moſt important Pofts of the 
Kingdom; that we ſce the facred Perſon of our 
Prince encompaſſed by thoſe, whom we ourſclves 
would have choſen, :f it had been left to our Power: 
And if every thing beſides, that you could wiſh, 
hath not been hitherto done, you will be but juſt 

| 0 
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to impute it to ſome powerful, although unt 
Impediments, wherein the Miniſtry is more to be la- 
mented than blamed. But there is good Reafon to 
hope, from the vigorous Proceedings of the Court; 
that theſe Impediments will, in a ſhort 'Time, effectu- 
ally be removed : And one great Motive to haſten the 
Removal of them, will, doubtleſs, be the Reflec- 
tion upon thoſe dangerous Conſequences which had 
like to have enſued upon not removing them before. 
| Beſides, after ſo plain and formidable a Conviction, 
That mild and moderate Methods meet with no other 
Reception or Return, than to ſerve as Opportunities 
to the inſatiable Malice of an Enemy ; Power will 
awake to vindicate itſelf, and diſarm its Oppoſere, at 
leaſt, of all ofenfeve Weapons. 

CoxsipER, if you pleaſe, how hard beſet the 
poor Miniſtry hath been on every Side : By the 

poſſibility of carrying on the War any longer, 
without taking the moſt deiperate Courles ; or of 
recovering Spain from the Houſe of Bourtor, altho' 
we could continue it many Years longer: By the 
Clamours of a Faction againſt any Peace without 
that Condition, which the moſt knowing among 
themſelves allowed to be impracticable: By the ſe- 
cret Cabals of foreign Miniſters, who have cudea- 
voured to inflame our People, and ſpirited up a ſink- 
ing Faction to blaſt all our Endeavours for Peace, 
with thole popular Reproaches of France and the 
Pretender ; not to mention the Danger they have 
been in from private Infinuations of /uch a Nature 
as it was almoſt impoſſible to tence againſt. Theſe 
Clouds now begin to blow over, and thoſe who are 
at the Helm will have Leiſure to look about them, 
and complete what yet remains to be done. 

| Tur 
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Tnar Confederate Body which now makes up 
the adverſe Party, conſiſteth of an Union ſo mon- 
ftrous and unnatural, that, in a little Time, it muſt 
of Neceſſity fall to Pieces. The Diſſenters, with Rea- 
ſon, think themſelves betrayed and ſold by their 
Brethren. What they have been told, that the pre- 
ſent Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity, was to pre- 
vent a — Evil, —— too groſs to pals ; 
and if any other profound Refinement were meant, it 
is now come to nothing. The remaining Sections of 
the Party have no other Tie, but that of an inveterate 
Hatred and Rancour againſt thoſe in Power, without 
agreeing in any other common Intereſt, not cement- 
ed by Principle or perſonal Friendſhip: II par- 
ticularly of their Leaders; and although I know 
that Court Enmities are as inconſtant as its Friend- 
ſhips, yet, from the Difference of Temper and Prin- 
ciple, as well as the Scars remaining of former Ani- 
moſities. I am perſuaded, theirLeague will not be of 
long Continuance: I know ſeveral of them, who 
will never pardon thoſe with whom they are now in 
Confederacy ; and when once they ſee the preſent 
Miniftry thoroughly fixed, they will grow weary of 
hunting upon a cold Scent, or playing a deſperate 
Game, and crumble. away. 

Ox the other Side, while the Malice of that 
continues in Vigour, while they yet feel the Bruiſes 
of their Fall, which pain them afreſh ſince their late 
Diſappointment, they will leave no Arts untried to 
recover themſelves ; and it behoves all, who have 
any Regard for the Safety of the Qu EEx, or her 
Kingdom, to join unanimouſly againſt an Adverſary, 
who will return tull fraught with Vengeance upon 
the firſt Opportunity that ſhall offer: And this per- 
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haps is more to be regarded, becauſe that Party ſcem 
yet to have a Reſerve of Hope, in the ſame Quarter 
from whence their laſt Reinforcement came. Neither 
can any Thing cultivate this Hope of theirs ſo 
much as a Diſagreement among ourſelves, founded 
upon a Jealouſy of the Miniſtry, who, I think, need 
no better a Teſtimony of their good Intentions, than 
the inceſſant Rage of the Party- Leaders againſt them. 

Tus is one Fault, which both Sides are apt to 
— upon themſelves, and very generouſly com- 

their Adverſaries for the contrary Virtue. 
The Tories acknowledge, that the hig, out - did 
them in rewarding their Friends, and adhering to 
each other: The big, allow the ſame to the Jo- 
ries. I am apt to think, that the former may a lit- 
tle excel the latter in this Point; for doubtleſs the 
Tories are leſs vindictive of the two; and whoever 
is remiſs in puniſbing, will probably be ſo in re- 
warding, although, at the ſame Time, I well re- 
member the Clamours often raiſed during the Reign 
of that Party againſt the Leaders by thoſe who 
thought their Merits were not rewarded ; and they 
had Reaſon on their Sides becauſe it is, no doubt, a 
Misfortune to forfeit Honour and Conſcience for no- 
thing : But, ſurely, the Caſe is very different at this 
Time, when whoever adheres to the A dminiſtration, 
doth Service to God, his Prince, and his Country, 
as well as contributes to his own private Intereſt and 
Safety. 

Bur, if the Whig Leaders were 110re grateful in 
rewarding their Friends, it muſt be avowed lil.e- 
wiſe, that the Bulk of them was in general mor< zea- 
ious jor the Service of their Party, even when . 

e 
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ed from ivate Advantage, as might be ob- 
ſerved he lobed — for — I would 
likewiſe commend them, if it were not natural for 
Mankind to be more violent in an ill Cauſe than a 
good one. 

Treg Diſcord of Factions, with ſeveral 
Changes of late Years in the very Nature of our Go- 
vernment, have controuled many Maxims among us. 
The Court and Country Party, which uſed to be the 
old Diviſion, ſeems now to be ceaſed, or ſuſpended 
for better Times and worſe Princes. The Go EEN 
and Miniſtry are, at this Time, fully in the true 
Intereſt of the Kingdom ; and therefore the Court 
and Country are of a Side; and the Whigs, who 
originally were of the latter, are now of neither, 
but an independent Faction, nurſed up by the Ne- 
ceffities or Miſtakes of a late good, although unexpe- 
rienced Prince. Court and Country ought therefore 
to jointheir Forces againſt theſe common Enemies, 
until they are entirely diſperſed and diſabled. It is 
enough to arm ourſelves againſt them, when we con- 
ſider that the greateſt Misfortune which can befal the 
Nation, are what would moſt anſwer their Intereſt 
and their Wes; a perpetual War increaſes their 
Money, breaks and beggars their Landed Enemies. 
The Ruin of the Church would pleaſe the Diſſenters, 
Deifts, and Socinians, whereof the Body of the Party 
conſiſts. A Commonwealth, or a Protecter, would 
gratify the Republican Principles of ſome, and the 
Ambition of others, among them. 

I wouL ov infer from hence, that no Diſcontents 
of an inferior Nature, ſuch, I mean, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, ſhould be carried ſo far as to give 
any ill Impreſſion of the preſent Miniſtry. If all 
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Things have not been hitherto done as you, Genel-- 
men, could reaſonably wiſh, it can be imputed only 
to the ſecret Inftruments of that Faction. The Truth 
of this hath appeared from ſome late Incidents more 
viſibly than formerly. Neither do I believe that 
any one will now make a Doubt, whether a certain 
Perſon be in earneſt, after the united and avowed 
1 a whole Party to ſtrike directly at his 
Wren it happens, by ſome private croſs In- 
trigues, that a great Man hath not the Power which 
is thought due to his Station, he will, however, pro- 
bably defire the Reputation of it, without which 
he neither can preſerve the Dignity, nor hardly go 
through the common Buſineſs of his Place; yet is 
it that Reputation to which he owes all the Envy 
and Hatred of others, as well as his own Diſquiets. 
Mean Time his expecting Friends impute all their 
Diſappointments to ſome decp Deſign, or to his 
Defect of Good-will ; and his Enemies are ſure to 
cry up his Exceſs of Power, eſpecially in thoſe 
Points where they are confident it is molt ſhortened. 
A Miniſter, in this difficult Caſc, is ſometimes 
forced to preſerve his Credit, by forbearing what 7s 
in his Power, for fear of diſcovering how far the 
Limits extend of what 7s ,; or perhaps for fear 
of ſhewing an Inclination contrary to that of his 
Maſter. Fer all this while he lies under the Re- 
proach of Delay. Unfi:ddin:/s, or Want of Sincerity. 
So that there are many Inconveniences and Dan- 
gers, either in diſcovering, or concealing the Want 
of Power. Neither is it hard conceive, that Mi- 
niſters may happen to ſuffer for the Sins of their 
Predecefſors, who, by their great Abuſes and — 
polies 
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lies of Power and Favour, have taught Princes to 

more thrifty for the future in the Diſtribution ot 
both. Andas in common Life, whoever hath been 
long confined, is very fond of his Liberty, and will 
not eaſily endure the very Appearance of Reſtraint, 
even from thoſe who have been the Inftruments of ſet- 
ting him free; ſo it is with the Recovery of Power 
which is uſually attended with an undiſtinguiſhed 
Jealouſy, leſt it ſhould be again invaded. In ſuch 
a juncture, I cannot diſcover why a wiſe and honeft 
Man ſhould venture to place himſelf at the Head of 
Afﬀairs upon any other Regard than the Safety of his 
Country, and the Advice of Socrates, to prevent an 
ill Man from coming in. 

Uyron the whole, I do not ſee any one Ground 
of Suſpicion or Diſlike, which you Gentlemen, or 
others, who wiſh well to their Country, may have 
entertained about Perſons or Proceedings, but what 
may probably be miſapprehended even by thoſe who 
think they have the beſt Information, Nay, I will 
venture to go one Step farther, by adding, that al- 
though it may not be prudent to ipeak out upon 
this Occaſion; yet, whoever will reaſon impartially 
upon the whole State of Affairs, muſt entirely acquit 
the Miniſtry of that Delay and Neutrality which 
have been laid to their Charge. Or ſuppoſe ſome 
ſmall Part of this. Accuſation were true, (which I 
poſitively know to be otherwiſe, whereof the World 
will ſoon be convinced) yet the Conſequences of any 
Reſentment, at this Time, mui: either be none at all, 
or the moſt fatal that can be imagined ; for if the 
22 Minidry be made ſo uncaty, that a Change 

thought neceflary, Things will return of Courſe 
into the old Hands of thote, whoſe /:t#/e Fingers 

«vill 
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will be found heavier than their Predeceſſors Loins. 
The Vig- Faction is ſo dexterous at Corrupting, and 
the P ſo ſuſceptible of it, that you cannot be 
ignorant how eaſy it will be, after ſuch a Turn of 
Kain, upon a new Election, to procure a Majority 
againſt you. They will reſume their Power with a 
Spirit like that of Marius or Sylla, or the laſt Trium- 
virate; and thoſe Miniſters, who have been moſt cen- 
ſured for too much Heſitation, will fall the firſt Sa- 
crifices to their Vengeance; but theſe are the ſmalleſt 
Miſchiefs to be apprehended from ſuch returning Ex- 
les. What Security can a Prince hope for his Perſon, 
or his Crown, or even for the Monarchy itſelf? He 
muſt expect to ſee his beſt Friends brought to the 
Scaffold for ' aferting his Rights; to ſee his Preroga- 
tive trampled on, and his Treaſure applied to feed the 
Avarice of thoſe who make themſelves his Keepers ; to 
hear himſelf treated with Inſolence and Contempt; 
to have his Family purged at Pleaſure by their Hu- 
mour and Malice ; and to retain even the Name and 
Shadow of a King no longer than his Epbori ſhall 
think fit. 

THe: are the inevitable Conſequences of ſuch a 
Change of Afﬀairs, as that envenomed Party is now 
projecting, which will beſt be prevented by your 
firmly adhereing to the preſent Miniſtry, until this 
Domeltick Enemy is out of all Poſſibility of making 
Head any more. 
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